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Foreword 


The State Building Code Standards Committee in accordance 
with the provisions of Chapter 138 of Public Laws of 1973, Title 23-27.3 
of the General Laws of 1956 as amended, have developed this State 
Building Code for the State of Rhode Island. The effective date of the 
implementation of the State Building Code shall be July 1, 1977. 


All amendments to the Basic Code required by the State of 
Rhode Island precede each article and are characterized by a blue 
color sheet. 


Under the official codification system of the State of Rhodelsland 
General Laws, each section number of the State Building Code, Article 
|. Administration and Enforcement, will begin with the designation 
“23-27.3-" which will be succeeded by the section numbers referred to 


herein. 
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TITLE 23 
CHAPTER 27.3 
STATE BUILDING CODE 


Article 1 


ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
SECTION 100.0 SCOPE 


100.1 TITLE: These regulations shall be known as the Rhode Island 
State Building Code hereinafter referred to as this Code. In 
accordance with Title 23-27.3 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, 
1956 as amended, these regulations shall control; a) the construction, 
reconstruction, alteration, repair, demolition, removal, inspection, 
issuance and revocation of permits or licenses, installation. of 
equipment. classification and definition of any building or structure 
and use or occupancy of all buildings and structure and parts thereof, 
b) the rehabilitation and maintenance of existing building; c) the 
standards or requirements for materials to be used in connection 
therewith, including but not limited for safety, ingress and egress, 
energy conservation and sanitary conditions; d) the establishment of 
reasonable fees for the issuance of licenses and permits in connection 
therewith; except as such matters are otherwise provided for in the 
Rhode Island General Laws, 1956 as amended, or in the rules and 
regulations authorized for promulgation under the provisions of this 
Code. 


100.1.1: This chapter shall be known as the Rhode Island State 
Building Code hereinafter referred to as this code. In accordance with 
Title 23-27.3 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, 1956 as amended, 
chapter shall control: a) the construction, reconstruction, alteration. 
repair, demolition, removal, inspection, issuance and revocation of 
permits or licenses, installation of equipment, classification and defini- 
tion of any building or structure and use or occupancy of all buildings 
and structure and parts thereof; 

(b) the rehabilitation and maintenance of existing building; 

(c) the standards or requirements for materials to be used in con- 
nection therewith, including but not limited for safety, ingress and 
egress. energy conservation and Sanitary conditions; 

(d) the establishment of reasonable fees for the issuance of 
licenses and permits in connection therewith, except as such matters 
are otherwise provided for in the Rhode Island General Laws, 1956 as 
amended, or in the rules and regulations authorized for promulgation 
under the provisions of this code. 


100.1.2. PURPOSE: The general assembly hereby finds and declares 
that a state building code for Rhode Island is necessary to establish 


adequate and uniform regulations governing the construction and 
alteration of buildings and structures within the state. The general 
assembly further finds and declares that the people of Rhode Island 
will benefit by the adoption of a modern uniform building code which 
takes into account current scientific and engineering knowledge and 
allows for the utilization of modern materials and methods of construc- 
tion for the regulation of construction within the State of Rhode /sland 
in the interest of the public health, safety and welfare. 


100.1.3. CREATION OF THE STATE BUILDING CODES STAND- 
ARDS COMMITTEE: There shall be created as an agency of state 
government a state building codes standards committee who shall 
adopt, promulgate and administer a state building code forthe purpose 
of regulating the design, construction and useofbuildingsorstructures 
previously erected and to make such amendments thereto as they, 
from time to time, deem necessary or desirable, said building code 
to include any code, rule or regulation incorporated therein by refer- 
ence. 


100.1.4 APPOINTMENT AND QUALIFICATIONS OF THE COM- 
MITTEE: The building codes standards committee shall be composed 
of twenty (20) members, residents of the state, eighteen (18) of which 
shall be appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the 
senate on or before the first Monday following May 11, 1973. Six (6) 
members to be appointed for terms of one(1) yeareach, six (6) forterms 
of two (2) years each, and six (6) for the terms of three (3) years each. 
Annuaty, thereafter the governor, with the advice and consent of the 
senate shall appoint members to said committee to succeed those 
whose terms expired, said members to serve for terms of three (3) years 
each and until their successors are appointed and qualified. Two (2) 
members shall be architects registered in the state of Rhode Island, 
three (3) shall be professional engineers registered in the state of 
Rhode Island (one (1) practicing mechanical, one (1) practicing struc- 
tural and one (1) practicing electrical engineer), one (1) full time prac- 
ticing electrical inspector, two (2) shall be builders or superintendents 
of building construction, one(1) shali be a public health official, one(1) 
shall be a member of a fire department with experience in a fire pre- 
vention bureau or as a chief officer, two (2) shall be from the Rhode 
Island building trades council, one (1) shail be a master electrician, 
one (1) shall be a master plumber, one (1) shall be from the general 
public, three (3) shall be building officials in office, one (1) from a 
municipality with a population, of sixty thousand (60,000) persons or 
more, one (1) from a municipality with a population of over twenty 
thousand (20,000) persons but Jess than sixty thousand (60,000) and 
one (1) from a municipality with a population of less than twenty thou- 
sand (20,000) persons, one (1) shall be a member of the state senate, 
appointed by the majority leader, and one shall be a member of the 
house of representatives, appointed by the speaker. All members, 
except the member of the state senate and the member of the house of 
representatives, shall have had not less than five (5) years practical 
experience in his profession or business. The committee shall elect 


its own chairman and adopt rules and regulations for procedure. The 
state building commissioner shall serve as the executive secretary to 
the committee. The committee shall have the power, within the limits 
of appropriations provided therefor, to employ such assistance as 
maybe necessary to conduct its business. 


100.1.5. BUILDING CODE - POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE COM- 
MITTEE: The state buildingstandards committee shall havethe author- 
ity to adopt, promulgate and administer a state building code. Said 
building code may be promulgated in several sections with a section 
applicable to one (1) and two (2) family dwellings, to multiple dwellings 
and hotels and motels, to general building construction to plumbing. 
and to electrical. Said building code and the sections thereof shall be 
reasonably consistent with recognized and accepted standards 
adopted by national model code organizations andrecognized authori- 
ties. 


100.1.6 BOARD OF Si ANDARDS AND APPEALS - POWERS AND 
DUTIES - APPEALS: The building code standards committee, after 
the state building code is adopted and promulgated, will serve as a 
board of standards and appeals. For the purpose of securing for the 
public the benefits of new developments in the building industry and 
insuring public health, said board shall make or cause to be made 
investigations, of may accept authenticated reports from recognized 
authoritative sources on new materials or modes of construction 
intended for use in the construction of buildings or structures, and 
shall promulgate relations setting forth the conditions under which 
such materials or modes of construction may beused. Suchregulations 
and amendments thereto shall have the same force and effect as the 
provisions of the code. 


100.1.7. EFFECTIVE DATE OF LOCAL CODES AND REPEAL OF 
LOCAL AUTHORITY. The local building codes and ordinances shall 
remain in effect until the adoption of the state building code, July 1, 
1977, and the local cities and towns shall be prohibited from enacting 
said codes and ordinances in the future, Inconsistent local charter 
provisions pertaining to adoption of codes and ordinances shall be 
restricted within the intent of this section. 


100.1.8. SEVERABILITY: This chapter shall not be construed to limit 
or restrict the authority of the state or local fire marshals as provided in 
chapters 28.1 or 28.28 of title 23, as amended. 


100.2 APPLICATION OF REFERENCES: Unless otherwise 
specifically provided in this Code, all references to article or section 
numbers, shall be construed to refer to such article, section or 
provision of this Code. 


100.3 CODE REMEDIAL: This Code shall be construed to secure its 
expressed intent which is to insure public health, safety and welfare 
insofar as they are affected by building construction, through 
Structural strength, adequate egress facilities, sanitary conditions, 
equipment, light and ventilation and fire safety; and in general, to 


secure safety to life, property and community from all hazards 
incidental to the design, erection. repair. removal, demolition or use 
and occupancy of buildings, structures or premises 

The intent of this Code is also to effect the establishment of 
uniform standards and requirements for construction and 
construction materials, compatible with accepted standards of 
engineering and fire prevention practices and public safety, the 
adoption of modern technical methods, devices and 1mprovements 
which may reduce the cost of construction without affecting the 
health. safety, and welfare of the occupants or users of buildings, and 
the elimination of restrictive, obsolete, conflicting and unnecessary 
building regulations and requirements which may increase the cost of 
construction and maintenance over the life of the building, or retard 
unnecessarily the use of new materials, or which may provide 
unwarranted preferential treatment of types of classes of materials, 
products or methods of construction without affecting the health, 
safety. and security of the occupants or users of the buildings. 


100.4 SPECIALIZED CODES: Specialized codes, rules or 
regulations pertaining to building construction, reconstruction, 
alteration. repair, or demolition promulgated, and as amended from 
time to time. by the various authorized state agencies shall be 
incorporated in this Code. 


SECTION 101.0 MATTERS COVERED 


The provisions of this Code shall apply to all buildings and 
structures and their appurtenant constructions, including vaults, area 
and street projections and accessory additions: and shall applywith 
equa! force to municipal and state authorities established by the 
legislature and private buildings and structures; except where such 
buildings and structures are otherwise specifically provided for by 
stafute. 


{01.1 EXEMPTIONS: No building or structure shall be constructed, 
extended, repaired, removed, demolished, or altered in violation of 
these provisions, except for ordinary repairs as defined in section 102. 


101.2 MATTERS NOT COVERED. 


101.2.1. PROPOSED BUILDINGS: Any requirement essential for 
structural strength, adequate egress facilities, sanitary conditions, 
equipment, light and ventilation, and fire safety of a proposed building 
or structure at the plan review stage and which is not specifically 
covered by this Code, shall be determined by the State Building Code 
Standards Committee, herein referred to as the Committee. 

101.2.2. EXISTING BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES AND BUILDING 
AND STRUCTURES UNDER CONSTRUCTION: The building 
official as hereinafter defined shall determine any requirement which 
is not specifically covered by this Code and which is essential for 
structural strength, adequate egress facilities, sanitary conditions, 
equipment. light and ventilation, and fire safety of existing buildings 
and structures or buildings and structures under construction, The 


Committee shall be notified in writing within seven (7) working days of 
any action taken under this section 


101.3 ZONING RESTRICTIONS: When the provisions herein 
specified for structural strength. adequate egress facilities, sanitary 
conditions, equipment, light and ventilation, and fire safety conflict 
with the local zoning ordinances, this Code shall control the erection 
or alteration of buildings. In respect to location. use and type 
permissible area and height, the local zoning ordinance shall contro! 


SECTION 102.0 ORDINARY REPAIRS 


Ordinary repairs to buildings and structures may be made without 
application or notice to the building official. but such repairs shall not 
include the installation of any siding, the cutting away of any wall. 
partition or portion thereof, the removal or cutting of any structural 
beam or bearing support, or the removal or change of any required 
means of egress, or reerrangement of parts of a structure affecting the 
exitway requirements; nor shall ordinary repairs include addition to, 
alteration of. replacement or relocation of any standard pipe. water 
supply. sewer, drainage, drain leader, gas, soil, waste, vent or similar 
pipping, electric wiring or mechanical or other work affecting public 
health, safety. and welfare and shall comply with the rules and 
regulations or ordinances of the municipality as to the procurement of 
a permit for the aforementioned repairs. 


SECTION 103.0 INSTALLATION OF SERVICE EQUIPMENT 


When the installation, extension, alteration or repair of an 
elevator, moving stairway, mechanical equipment, refrigeration. air 
conditioning or ventilation apparatus, plumbing, gas piping, electric 
wiring, hearing system or any other equipment is specifically 
controlled by the provisions of the Code or the approved rules and 
regulations it shall be unlawful to use such equipment until a 
certificate of approval has been issued therefore by the building 
official or other municipal or state agency having jurisdiction. 


SECTION 104.0 MAINTENANCE 


All buildings and structures and all parts thereof shall be 
maintained in a safe and sanitary condition. All service equipment, 
means of egress, devices and safeguards which are required by this 
Code in a building or structure shall be maintained in good working 
order. Any requirement necessary for the safety of the occupants 


thereof, not specifically covered by this Code shall be determined by 
the building official. 


104.1 OWNER RESPONSIBILITY: The owner, as defined in article 2, 
or his designated agent shall be responsible for the safe and sanitary 
maintenance of the building or structure and its exitway facilities at all 
times, unless otherwise specifically provided in this Code. 


SECTION 105.0 CHANGE IN EXISTING USE 


105.1 CONTINUATION OF EXISTING USE: The legal use and 
occupancy of any structure existing on July 1, 1977 or for whichit had 
been heretofore approved, may be continued without change, except 
as may be specifically covered in this Code or as may be deemed 
necessary by the building official for the general health. safety and 
welfare of the occupants and the public. This section shall in no way 
conflict with local zoning ordinances and local zoning classifications. 


105.2 CHANGE IN USE AND OCCUPANCY. — It shall be unlawful to 
make any change in the use or occupancy of any structure or part 
thereof which would subject it to any provision of this code without the 
approval of the building official and without the issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy indicating that such structure complies with 
the provisions of this code for proposed new use or occupancy and 
that such change does not result in any greater hazard to public health, 
satety and welfare. 


195.3 PART CHANGEIN USE: [faportion ofa building ischangedin 
occupancy or to a new use group and that portion is separated from 
the remainder of the building with the required vertical and horizontal 
fire division complying with the fire grading in Table 1 as hereinafter 
set forth. then the construction involved in the change shall be made to 
conform to the requirements of this Code for the new use and 
occupancy and the existing portion shall be made to comply with the 
exitway requirements of this Code. 


105.4 REESTABLISHMENT OF A PRIOR USE: After an approved 
change of use has been made to a bujlding or parts thereof, the 
reestablishment of a prior use that is not permitted for a new building 
or parts thereof of the same type of construction, is prohibited unless 
all the applicable provisions of this Code have been met. 


SECTION 106.0 EXISTING STRUCTURES: Except as provided in 
this section, existing buildings or structures when altered or repaired 
as herein specified shall be made to conform to the full requirements 
of this code for new buildings. 

In order to determine the percentage between the costs for alter- 
ations and repairs and the physical value of the building or structure, 
the building official shall exclude the alteration and repair cost of the 
following items: 

1. All non-permit items such as painting, decorating, landscaping, 
fees and the like. 

2. All electrical, mechanical, plumbing and equipment systems. 


‘- 


106.1 ALTERATIONS EXCEEDING FIFTY PERCENT: /f alterations 
or repairs are made within any twelve (12) month period, costing in 
excess uf fifty (50) percent of the physical value of said building; this 
Code's requirements for new structures shall apply. 


106.2 DAMAGES EXCEEDING FIFTY PERCENT: Ifthe building is 
damaged by fire or any other cause to an extent in excess of fifty (59; 
vercent of tne physical value of said building before the damage wa- 
incurred; this Code's requirements for new structures shall apply. 


106.3 ALTERATION UNDER FIFTY PERCENT: if the cost of 
alterations or repairs described herein is between twenty-five (25) and 
fifty (50) percent of the physical value of a structure, the building 
ff-cial shall determine to what degree the portions so altered or 
repaired shall be made to conform to the requirements of this Code for 
New structures. 


106.4 ALTERATION U!DER TWENTY-FIVE PERCENT: If the cost 
of alterations or repairs described herein is twenty-five (25) percent or 
less of the physical value of the building, the building official shall 
permit the restoration of the building to its condition previous to 
damage or deterioration with materials of equal quality as those of 
which the building was originally constructed; provided however that 
such construction does not endanger the general health, safety and 
weltare and complies with the provisions of Article 9 in respect to 
existing roofs. 


106.5 PHYSICAL VALUE: In applying the provisions of this section 
physical value of this building or structure shall be based onthecurrent 
replacement value. Replacement value may be established by the 
building official using the BOCA Cost Index for the use group and type 
of construction or the owner shall provide the replacement value of the 
building or structure prior to alteration as established by a qualified 
appraiser or estimator. 


SECTION 107.0 DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING INSPECTION 


107.1 — BUILDING OFFICIAL (LOCAL) — The chief executive 
officer in any town or city, unless other means are already provided, 
shall appoint an officer to administer the Code Such officer shall be 
known as the Building Official Two or more communities may 
combine in the appointment of a building official for the purpose of 
enforcing the provisions of this chapter, including officials serving in 
such Capacity on the effective date hereof, shal! serve at the pleasure 
of the appointing authority, except that such incumbent officials shall 
not be required to meet the official provisions for local building 
officials set forth in this chapter. 


107.11 LOCAL INSPECTOR. — The chief executive officer may 
appoint one or more local inspectors to assist the building official in 
the performance of his duties and/in the enforcement of this code. 


107.2 ALTERNATE BUILDING OFFICIAL. — The chief executive 
-icer may appoint an alternate building official toact on behalf of the 
Suinding official during any period of disability caused by but not 


limited to illness, absence or conflict ofinterest The alternate building 
official shall meet the qualifications of section 107.5. 


107.3 STATE BUILDING COMMISSIONER: — The State Building 
Commissioner may appoint such other personnel as shall be neces- 
sary for the administration of the Code. 


107.4. QUALIFICATIONS AND DUTIES OF THE STATE BUILD- 
ING COMMISSIONER: Thestate building commissioner shallserve 
as the executive secretary to the state building codes standards com- 
mittee. In addition to his other duties as set forth in this chapter, the 
state building commissioner shall assume the authority forthe purpose 
of enforcing the provisions of the state building code in a municipality 
where there !s no local building official. 

The state building commissioner shall be a member of the classi- 
fied service and for administrative purposes shall! be assigned a posi- 
tion in the Department of Community Affairs. Qualifications for the 
position of the state building commissioner shall be established in 
accordance with provisions of the classified service of the state of 
Rhode Island and shall include the provision that said qualifications 
include at least ten (10) years’ experience in building or building regu- 
lations generally and that said commissioner be an architect or 
professional engineer licensed in thestateofRhodelslandoracertified 
building official presently or previously employed by a municipality 
and having at least ten (10) years’ experience inthe building construc- 
tion or inspection field 


107.5. LOCAL BUILDING OFFICIAL - QUALIFICATIONS - POWERS 
AND DUTIES: The building official, to be eligible for appointment, 
shall have had at least five (5) years’ experiencein construction, design 
Or supervision. He shall be generally informed on the quality and 
strength of building materials, on the accepted requirements of build- 
ing construction, on good practice in fire prevention, on the accepted 
requirements regarding light and ventilation. on the accepted require- 
ments for safe exit facilities and on other items of equipment essential 
for safety, comfort and convenience of occupants and shall becertified 
under the provisions of section 23-27 .3-107.6 except that the quailifi- 
cations outlined in this section shall not be required in the case of a 
building official holding office inany municipality prior to July 1, 1977. 
The building official shall pass upon any question relative to the mode, 
manner of construction or materials to be used in the erection or alter- 
ation of buildings or structures. He shall require compliance with the 
provisions of the state building code of all rules lawfully adopted and 
promulgated thereunder and of laws relating to the construction, alter- 
ation, repair, removal. demolition and integral equipment andlocation. 
use, occupancy and maintenance of buildings and structures, except 
as may be otherwise provided for. The building official or his assistant 
shall have the right of entry to such buildings or structures, for the 
proper performance of his duties between the hours of nine a.m. and 
five p.m., except that in the case of an emergency he shall havetheright 
of entry at any time if such entry is necessary in the interest of public 
safety. 


107.6. CERTIFICATION OF LOCAL BUILDING OFFICIALS - 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS: Thestate building commissioner and 
building code standards and appeals committee shall accept suc- 
cessful completion of programs of training developed by public 
agencies as proof of qualification pursuant to section 107.5 of this 
chapter to be eligible to be a building official. Upon a determination 
of qualification, the state building commissioner shallissue or causeto 
be issued a certificate to the building official or trainee stating thathe 
is so certified. No person after July 1, 1977, shall act asa building official 
for any municipality unless the state building commissioner and the 
building code standards and appeals committee determine that he is 
sO qualified, or has been issued a temporary certificate not to exceed 
twelve (12) months permitting said inspector to so qualify. Said 
commissioner and committee may prepare and conduct educational 
programs designed to train and assist building officials in carrying 
out their responsibilities. 


107.7 TRAINING: The Committee shall offer a continuing educa- 
tional program designed to assist all building officials and state in- 
spectors in executing their responsibilities as defined herein. Regular 
attendance at these programs shall be required of all building officials 
and assistants and no building official or assistant who attends such 
course of instruction shall lose any rights relative to compensation or 
vacation time. 


107.8 RESTRICTION ON EMPLOYEES: Neither the building com- 
missioner, nor any full-time building officials, or full-time local in- 
pectors, as defined herein shall be engaged in, or directly or indirectly 
connected with, the furnishing of labor, materials or appliances for the 
construction, alteration or maintenance of any building or structure, 
or the preparation of plans or specifications thereof for the state of 
Rhode Island in the case of the building commissioner or within the 
municipality in which he is respectively employed in the case of a 
building official or local inspector unless said individual is the owner of 
such building or structure; nor shall any officer or employee 
associated with the building department of the state or municipality 
engage in any work which conflicts with his official duties or with the 
interests of the department. 


107.9 RELIEF FROM PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY: The state build- 
ing commissioner, the building official, officer or employee charged 
witn the enforcement of this Code, while acting for the state or a mu- 
nicipality, shall not thereby render himself liable personally, and he is 
hereby relieved from all personal liability for any damages that may 
accrue to persons or property as a result of any act required or per- 
mitted in the discharge of his official duties. Any suitinstituted against 
any officer or employee because of an act performed by himin the law- 
ful discharge of his duties and under the provisions of this Code shall 
be defended by the legal representative of the state of Rhode Isiand in 


the case of the building commissioner or his agents or by the legal 
representative of the municipality, in the case of the building official, 
officer or employee, until the final termination of the proceedings. In 
no case shail the state building commissioner, building official or any 
of their subordinates be liable for costs or damages in any action, suit 
or proceeding that may be instituted pursuant to the provisions of this 
Code and the state building commissioner or his agents or an officer of 
the department of building inspection, acting in good faith and without 
malice and within the scope of their employment shall be free from lia- 
vility for acts performed under any ofits provisions or by reason of any 
act or omission in the performance of his official duties in connection 
therewith. 


SECTION 108.0 DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE BUILDING OFFIC- 
IAL AND THE STATE BUILDING COMMISSIONER 


108.1 THE BUILDING OFFICIAL: The building official shall enforce 
all the provisions of this Code and any other applicable state statutes, 
rules and regulations, or municipal ordinances and act on any ques- 
tion relative to the mode or manner of construction, and the materials 
to be used in the construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, 
demolition, removal, installation of equipment, and the location use, 
occupancy, and maintenance of ail buildings and structures, including 
any building or structure owned by any authority, except as may other- 
wise be specifically provided for by statutory requirements or as 
herein provided. 


108.1.1 APPLICATIONS AND PERMITS: The building official shall 
igsue all necessary notices or orders to remove illegal or unsafe con- 
ditions, to require the necessary safeguards during construction, to 
require adequate exitway facilities in new and existing buildings and 
structures, and to insure compliance with all the code requirements 
for the safety, health and general welfare of the public. The state build- 
ing commissioner shall assume the authority for the purpose of en- 
forcing the provisions of this Code when not otherwise provided for. 


108.1.8 NEW MATERIALS AND METHODS OF CONSTRUCTION: 1 he 

building official shall accept duly authenticated reports from the 
Committee on all new materials and methods of construction pro- 
posed for use which are not specifically provided for in this Code. 
Wherever there is insufficient evidence that any material or method 
of construction conforms to the requirements of this Code or there is 
insufficient evidence to substantiate claims for alternative materials 
or construction, the Committee may require tests to determine 
whether said proposal meet the functional requirements of this 
Code, and such tests shail be conducted by a laboratory, agency 
and/or personnel approved by the Committee. The costs of all such 
tests or other investigations required under these provisions shall 
be paid by the applicant. 


108.1.3.1 TEST RESULTS: Copies of the results of all such tests shal! 

be forwarded to the Committee after completion of said tests within 
ten (10) days and shall be kept on file in the permanent records of 
the building department. 


108.1.3.2 RETESTING: The Committee may require tests to be re- 
peated, if at any time there is reason to believe that material or 
construction no longer conforms to the requirements on which its 
approval was based. 


108.1.4 INSPECTIONS: The buildings official shall make all the re- 
quired inspections, or he may accept reports of inspections from a 
qualified registered professional engineer or architect or others cer- 
tified by the Committee and all reports of such inspections shall be in 
writing; or the building official may engage such experts as he may 
deem necessary to r..port upon unusual technical issues that may 
arise, 


108.1.5 INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION-SPECIFIED USE 
GROUPS: The building official may inspect and certify buildings and 
structures in use groups A, I, R-1, and R-2, according to Table!. No 
certificate of use and occupancy as herein specified shall be issued 
until there shall have been paid to the building department a fee as 
specified in section 118.0. A copy of said certificate shall be kept 
posted as specified in section 121.2. 


108.1.6 ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES: The building official 
shall have the authority to formulate administrative procedures nec- 
essary to uniformly administer and enforce this Code, provided that 
such procedures do not conflict with the rules and regulations pro- 
mulgated by the Committee or pursuant thereto. 


108.1.7 DEPARTMENT RECORDS: The Building Official shallkeepina 

public place and open to public inspection during normal working 
hours official records of applications received, permits and certificates 
issued, fees collected, reports of inspections, variances granted, and 
notice and orders issued. File copies of all papers applications for 
permits, permits, inspection records, notice of violations, and local 
and state approval reports in connection with building operations 
shail be retained in the official records so long as the building or 
Structure to which they relate remains in existence. 


1. Plans and specifications for all R-4, one and two family 
dwellings, shall be retained for one (1) year after the completion of 
construction. 

2. Plans and specifications for all other use groups shall be 
retained for five (5) years after the completion of construction. 


108.1.8 REPORTS: The building official shall submit the following 
reports: 

a) to the State Building Commissioner on a form approved by said 
Commissioner a copy of the building permits activity for each 
month 
to the chief administrative officer of the municipality a written 
statement of all permits and certificates issued, fees collected, 
inspections made, and notices and orders issued for each year. 
c) tothe Committee reports on decisions regarding the matters not 

covered as specified in section 101.22; and 
d) to the assessors of the municipality reports on permits issued as 
specified in section 114.11. 


108.2. STATE BUILDING COMMISSIONER DUTIES: This code 
shail be enforced by the state building commissioner, as to any struc- 
ture or buildings or parts thereof that are owned or are temporarily or 
permanently under the jurisdiction of the state of Rhode Island or any 
of its departments, commissions, agencies or authorities established 
by an act of the general assembly and asto any structures or buildings 
or parts thereof that are built upon any land owned by, or under the 
jurisdiction of the state of Rhode Island. Permit fees for said projects 
shall be established by the committee. 


b 


— 


108.2.1 OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES: The Committee may review any 
order or decision of the building official. It shall supervise the enforce- 
ment of this Code, make periodic reviews of all building inspection 
practices of the local building department, make recommendations for 
improvements of such practices, and report in writing its findings to 
those building officials so reviewed. 


108.2.2 COMPENSATION GF COMMITTEE MEMBERS — The mem- 
bers of said Committea shall be compensated as of July 1, 1978 ata 
rate of Fifty Doliars ($50) per meeting not to exceed “One Thousand 
Two Hundred fifty dollars” ($1,250) per annum and the Chairman of 
the Commission shall be compensated at the rate of seventy-five 
dollars ($75) per meeting not to exceed “One Thousand Eight Hun- 
dred and Seventy-Five Doliars” ($1,875) per annum. There is hereby 
appropriated the sum of Twenty-Three Thousand One Hundred 
Twenty-Five Dollars from the General Treasury to cover the compen- 
sation of the Committee. 


108.2.3 EMERGENCY PROCEDURES: In the event of a declara- 
by the Governor of an extreme emergency, the Committee may issue 
Special emergency directives, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Administrative Procedures Act Title 42-35, of the General Laws, 
which may temporarily suspend or modify any requirement of the 
Code. Any directives so issued will remain in effect until the General 
Assembly acts thereon. The Governor may revoke any such directive 
at any time prior to the commencement of the next legislative session 


109.1. RULE MAKING AUTHORITY: The committee is empowered 
to adopt codes and standards, subject to approval pursuant to sub- 
section 4 of this section, which shall, ingeneral conform with nationally 
reorganized model building codes, model 1 and 2 family dwelling 
codes, model plumbing codes, model mechanical codes, model elec- 
trical codes, model energy codes, handicapped accessibility stand- 
ards. and other such technical provisions of codes and standards 
developed to ensure the general public’s health, safety and welfare. 

1. Legislative reports by committee. Annually the committee shall 
submit a report to the general assembly on the codes and standards So 
adopted and shall provide the following information: 

(a) Proposed amendments to the model codes and standards and 
supporting statement therefor. : 

(b) A summary of: testimony received at public hearings held by 
the committee, on adoption of said codes and standards. 

2. The committee, subject to approval pursuant.to subsection 4 
of this section, shall adoptsaid codes and standards in accordance with 
the administrative procedures act, title 42, chapter 35 of the General 
Laws of the State of Rhode Island. 

3. The provisions of the state building code, so adopted, subject 
to approval pursuant to subsection 4 of this section, shall have the 
force and effect of law upon review and approval of the legislative 
regulation committee. 

4. Legislative regulation committee. There shall be established 
a legislative regulation committee that shall review, approve or reject, 
in total or in part, the state building code regulations proposed by the 
building code standards committee prior to their being filed with the 
Secretary of State. 

(a) The legislative regulation committee shall be comprised of 
four (4) members of the house of representatives, not more than three 
(3) from one political party, appointed by the speaker of the house of 
representatives; and three (3) members of the senate, not more than 
two (2) from one political party, appointed by the majority leader of 
the senate. : ; 

(b) The committee shall elect from among its members a chair- 
person and vice chairperson. ; 

(c) Regulations submitted to the committee shall be acted upon 
within sixty (60) days from the date said regulations are submitted to 
them by the executive secretary of the building code standards com- 
mittee. ! 

(d) A majority vote of the committee's members present shall 
decide all votes. A quorum shall consist of a simple majority. 

(e) Members shall retain membership on the committee until 
replaced by the respective appointing authority or until they are not 
members of the house from which they were appointed. 

(f) The state building commissioner and staff shall assist the 
committee in its administrative duties and in scheduling meetings. T he 
commissioner shall inform the committee of all proposed regulations 
prior to submission. 


109.1.1 LICENSING OF LABORATORIES AND TEST PERSONNEL: 
The Committee shall issue rules and regulations for the licensing of in- 
dividuals, laboratories, agencies, corporations, and firms responsible 
for the testing of materials. devices and methods of construction, as 
provided in section 128.1. 


109.1.2 MANUFACTURED BUILDINGS: The Committee shall issue 
rules and regulations pursuant to Article 19 governing manufactured 
buildings and building components. 


109.1.3 MOBILE HOMES: The provisions of the National Mobile 
Home Construction and Safety Standards Act (hereinafter referred to 
as the Federal Act) Title 6 of the Housing and Community Develop- 
ment Act of 1974, as amended by the Housing and Community De- 
velopment Act of 1977 and their implementing regulations, shall be 
and is hereby adopted as the State Code for design and construction 
of all new mobile home units. 

109.1.3.1INSPECTION: The staff of the Commissioner, upon show- 
ing proper credentials and in the discharge of their duties pursuant 
to this section, or the Federal Act, is authorized at reasonable hours 
and without advance notice to enter and inspect all factories, ware- 
houses, or establishments in the State of Rhode Island in which mobile 
homes are manufactured. 

109.1.3.2 PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION: Whoever violates any pro- 
vision of the Federal act, including Section 610, this Section or any 
Federal or State regulation or final order issued thereunder shail be 
liable for a civil penalty not to exceed a thousand ($1,000) dollars for 
each such violation. Each violation of a provision of this Section, the 
Federal Act or any regulation or order issued thereunder shall con- 
stitute a separate violation with respect to each mobile home or 
with respect to each failure or refusal to allow or perform an act 
required thereby, except that the maximum civil penalty may not 
exceed one million ($,100,000) dollars for any related series of 
violations. occurring within one (1) year from the date of the first vio- 
lation Any individual. or a director, officer or agent of a corporation 
who knowingly and willfully violates this Section or any Section of the 
Federal Act in a manner which threatens the health or safety of any 
purchaser shall be fined not more than one thousand ($1,000) dollars 
or imprisoned noi more than one (1) year, or both. 


109.1.3.3 FEES: The Commissioner may establish a monitoring 
inspection fee in an amount established by the Secretary of HUD. This 
monitoring inspection fee shall be an amount paid by each mobile 
home manufacturer in that state. 

The monitoring inspection fee shall be paid by the manufacturer 
to the Secretary of HUD or the Secretary's Agent, who shall distribute 
the fees collected from all mobile home manufacturers among the 
approved and conditionally-approved states based on the number of 
new mobile homes whose homes first location after leaving the 
manufacturing plant is on the premises of a distributor, dealer, or 
purchaser in that state, and the extent of participation of the state in 
the joint monitoring team program established under the National 
Mobile Home Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974. 


109.1.3.4 REPORTS: Each manufacturer, distributor, and dealer of 
mobile homes shall establish and maintain such records, make such 
reports, and provide such information as the Commissioner or the 
Secretary of HUD may reasonably require to be able to determine 
whether such manufacturer, distributor, or dealer has acted or is 
acting in compliance with this section or the Federal Act and shall, 
upon request of a person duly designated by the Commissioner or the 
Secretary of HUD, permit such a person to inspect appropriate books. 
papers, records and documents relevant to determining whether such 
manufacturer, distributor, or dealer has acted or is acting in compli- 
ance with this section or the Federal Act. 


109.1.4 HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBILITY CRITERIA: Pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 315.0, the Committee shall adopt by 
rules and regulations the design criteria for making buildings accessi- 
ble for the handicapped. Said rules and regulations shall be reason- 
ably consistent with recog ized and accepted standards promulgated 
by national model code and standards organizations and shall contain 
provisions for accessible elements and spaces, graphic conventions 
and scope of coverage among others. 


109.2 — ACCEPTED ENGINEERING PRACTICE — Inthe absence 
of provisions not specifically contained in this Code or approved rules, 
the regulations, specifications and standards listed in Appendix B, 
Accepted Engineering Practice, and Appendix C, Accredited Material 
Standards, shall be deemed to represent engineering practice in re- 
spect to the material, equipment, system or method of construction 
therein specified. 


109.3. AMENDMENTS AND PROMULGATIONS OF RULES AND 
REGULATIONS: Any person may propose amendments of said regula- 
tions to this code at any time by using the proper forms. Public hearings 
shall be held once annually or at such other times and places as the 
committee may determine to consider petitions for such amendments. 
Amendments to said regulations adopted by the committee, subject 
to approval pursuant to section 23-27.3-109.1, shall be binding upon 
all cities and towns. 


TABLE (See ARTICLE 2 for complete description of Use Groups) 


USE GROUP 
Assembly Theatres 


(seating capacity 
over 400) : Without stage 


ere Movie Theatre 
Assembly—Night clubs and similar uses 
_ (seating capacities over 400) 
Lecture halls. recreation 


Assembly—centers, terminals, etc 
(seating capacities over 400) 


With stage 
and scecery 


With stage 
| ea Assembly Theatres 
—— (seating capacity and scenery 
A 400 or less) Without stage 
a8 Movie Theatre 
j., Institutional—Restrained 
i. . Institutional—Incapacitated 


Assembly—Night clubs and similar uses 


A. 


(seating capacity 400 or less) 


Assembly—Lecture halls, recreation 
centers, terminals, etc. 
(seating capacity 400 or less) 


Assembly—Churches. schoois 


Assembly—Grandstands. bleachers. etc. 


Assembly—Schools 10 or more students 


“Assembly —F-2 and F-3 use groups seating 
between 20 and 50 persons 


Residential—Hotels 


Residentials— Mutlt:-tamily 


INSPECTIONS 


Semi-Annually 
Sem:-Annuaily 


Semi-Annually 


Penodically 
Periodically 
Periodically 


Periodically 


Periodically 


Periodically 


Periodically 


Periodically 


Periodically 


Penodically 


Periodically 


Perodicaily 


CERTIFICATION 


Annually 


Annually 


Annually 
Annually 
Annually 
Annually 


Every two years 


Every two years 


Annually 


Annually 


Up to five years 
Every two years 
Every two years 


Annually 


Annually 


Upto live years 


SECTION 110.0 MODIFICATIONS (VARIANCES) 


When there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the 
provisions of this Code, the State Board of Appeals or the local board 
of appeals may allow a variance ora modification from such provisions 
as applied for by the owner as provided in section 127.0 provided that 
the decision of the board shall not conflict with the general objectives 
of this Code and its enabling legislation and provided that no decision 
shall be considered by any person or agency as a precedent for future 
decisions. 


SECTION 111.0 INSPECTION 


’ 441.1 PRELIMINARY INSPECTION: Before issuing a permit, the 
Huilding official may examine or cause to be examined all buildings, 
structures and sites for which an application has been filed for apermit 
toconstruct. enlarge. alter, repair, remove, demolish or change the use 
thereof 


NEW BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES 


111.2 INSPECTION: The building official shall make all required 
instpections as specified in the provisions of this Code and he shall 
conduct such inspections from time to time during and upon com- 
pletion of the work for which he has issued a permit; and he shall 
maintain a record of all such examinations and inspections and ofall 
violations of this Code. In conjunction with specific construction 
projects the building official may designate specific inspection points 
in the course of construction which require the contractor or builder to 
give the building official twenty-four (24) hours notice priortothetime 
when such inspections are required to be performed. The building 
official shall make the inspection within forty-eignt (48) hours after 
such notification. 


111.3 MANUFACTURING BUILDINGS 


111.3.1 PLANT INSPECTION: Inspection of all manufactured build- 
ings. building components. and mobile homes at the place of manu- 
facture shall be performed by a third party who shall be certified and 
approved by the Committee and monitored by the Committee as 
specified in the rules and regulations pursuant thereto. 


111.3.2 SITE INSPECTION: Inspection of all manufactured build- 
ings, building components, and mobile homes at the installation site 
shall be made by the building official as specifiedin the rules and regu- 
lations pursuant thereto. 


111.4 EXISTING BUILDINGS 
114.1.1 PERIODIC INSPECTIONS. — The building official may de- 


velop plans for the systematic periodic inspection of all existing 
buildings and structures within his jurisdiction and may cause such 
buildings and structures to be periodically or otherwise inspected as 
specified in section 108.15 and section 121.4, for compliance with this 
Code. 


111.4.2 CHANGES OF OCCUPANTS: Before any building or part 
thereof except multi-family and one and two-family dwellings (use 
groups R-2 and R-3, is reoccupied, the building official shal! 3e 
notified by the owner. The building may be inspected and when in 
compliance with the Code the building official shall re-certify the 
building or structure. 


111.5 FINAL INSPECTION: The owner or his authorized represent- 
ative shall notify the building official upon completion of building or 
structure or part thereof. Prior to the issuance of the certificate of use 
and occupancy required in section 120, a final inspection shall be 
made and all violations of the approved plans and permit shall benoted 
and the holder of the permit shall be notified of any such violations. No 
certificate of use and occupancy shall be issued prior to full 
compliance with this Code. 


111.6 INSPECTION SERVICES: The building official may accept th» 
written report of inspections from a qualified registered professiona! 
engineer or architect or others certified by the Committee; and such 
inspection shall designate all violations of the requirements of thr: 
Code. 


SECTION 112.0 RIGHT OF ENTRY 


The building official or his assistant shall havethe right of entry to 
such buildings or structures for the proper performance of his duties 
between the hours of nine a.m. and five p.m,, except that in the case of 
an emergency he shall have the right of entry at any time, if such entry 
‘S Necessary in the interest of public health, safety, and welfare, any 
owner, occupant. or other person refuses, impedes, inhibits, interferes 
with. restricts, or obstructs entry and free access to any part of the 
Structure, operation or premise where inspection authorized by this 
code 1s sought, the building official or state building commissioner 
when assuming the duties of a building official may: 


a) seek from any judge of the district court a search warrant in 
accordance with Title 12, Chapter 5 of the General Laws, 1956 as 
amended 


6) revoke or suspend any license, permit or other permission 
regulated under this code where inspection of the structures. 


Operation or premises is sought to determine compliance with this 
code 


412.1 OFFICIAL BADGE: The Committee may adopt a badge of 
office for building officials and their assistants which shall be 
displayed for the purpose of identification. 


112.2 MUNICIPAL COOPERATION: The assistance and coopera- 
tion of police, fire, and health departments and all other municipal 
officials shall be available to the building official as required in the 
performance of his duties. 


SECTION 113.0 APPLICATION FOR PERMIT 


113.1 WHEN PERMIT IS REQUIRED: Itshall be unlawful to construct 
enlarge, alter, remove or demolish a building, or change the 
occupancy of a building from one use group as defined in this Code to 
another; or to install or alter any equipment for which provision is 
made or the installation of which is requiated by this Code, without 
first filing an application with the building official in writing and 
obtaining the required permit therefor; except that ordinary repairs as 
defined in section 102 which do not involve any violation of this Code 
shall be exempt from this provision. 


413.2 FORM OF APPLICATION: The application fora permit shall be 
submitted in such form as the building official may prescribe and shall 
be accomplished by the required fee as prescribed in section 118.0. 


113.3 BY WHOM APPLICATION IS MADE — Application for a permit 
shall be made by the owner or lessee of the building or structure, or 
agent of either, or by the licensed engineer or architect employed in 
connection with the proposed work. if the application is made by a 
person other than the owner in fee, it shall be accompanied by a duly 
verified affidavit by the owner or the qualified person making the 
application that the proposed work is authorized to make such 
application. The fuil names and addresses of the owner, lessee, 
applicant, and of the responsible officers, if the owner or lessee is 
corporate body, shall be stated in the application. 


413.4 DESCRIPTION OF WORK: The application shall contain a 
general description of the proposed work, its location, the use and 
occupancy of ail parts of the building or structure and of all portions of 
the site or lot not covered by the building; and shall state whether fire 
extinguishing equipment, plumbing, water piping, gasfitting, heating 
or electrical work is involved, the estimated cost of such work 
including the general work, and such additional information as may be 
require the facts contained in each application to be certified by the 
applicant under oath. 


113.8 PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS. The application for the per- 
mit shall be accompanied by not less then three (3) copies of specifi- 


cations and plans drawn to scale, with sufficient clarity and detail di- 
mensions to show the nature and character of the work to be per- 
formed. When quality of materials is essential for conformity to this 
code, specific information shall be given to establish such quality 
and in no case shall the code be cited or term “legal” or its equivalent 
be used as a substitute for specific information. The building official 
may waive the requirement for filing plans when the work involved ts of 
a minor nature 


113.5.1 STRUCTURE SUBJECT TO CONTROL. In those structures 
subject to control as required in sections 128.1 through 128.3, affi- 
davits must be submitted with the permit application verifying that the 
indiv'duals and testing laboratories responsible for carryout the duties 
of said sections have been licensed and registered by the Committee 


113.6. PLOT PLAN. There shall also be filed a plot plan showing to 
scale the size and location of all the new construction and all existing 
Structures on the sits, distances from lot lines and the established 
Street grades, and said plan shall be drawn in accordance with an ac- 
curate boundary line survey and when necessary by a registered land 
surveyor if required by the building official. If demolition is to be per- 
formed, the plot plan shall show all construction to be demolished and 
location and size of all existing buildings and construction that are to 
remain on the site or plot. The plot plan shall not be changed except as 
specified in section 115.4. 


113.6.1 APPROVAL OF AN INDIVIDUAL SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
SYSTEM: No person shail install, construct, alter or repair or cause 
to be installed, constructed, altered or repaired any individual sewage 
disposal system, nor shall he begin construction of any improvement 
to his property from which sewage will have to be disposed of by 
means of an individual sewage disposal system, including additions 
which will result in increased sewage flow, until he has obtained the 
written approval of the Director of the Department of Environmental 
Management of the plans and specifications for such work. Repairs or 
alterations shall, insofar as possible, comply in every respect with the 
Standards set forth in subject regulations. A municipality may only 
grant a building permit pursuant to the State Building Code where 
the person applying for such building permit presents to the munici- 
pality the written approval of said Director as required by departmental 
regulations on said individual sewage disposal systems as referenced 
in Appendix “O”. 


113.7 ENGINEERING DETAILS. The building official may require 
adequate details of structural, mechanical and electrical work includ- 
ing computations, stress diagrams and other essential technical data 


to be filed. All engineering plans and computations shall bear data to 
be filed. All engineering plans and computations shall bear the signa- 
ture of the engineer or architect responsible for the design. Plans for 
buildings more than two (2) stories in height shall indicate how re- 
quired structural and if fire-resistance rating integrity will be main- 
tained, and where a penetration wil! be made for electrical, mechani- 
cal, plumbing and communication conduits, pipes and systems. 


113.8. AMENDMENTS TOAPPLICATION. Subjecttothe limitations 
of section 113.9, no amendments or revisions toa plan or other records 
accompanying the same may be made until the proposed changes 
have been filed with and approved by the building official; and such 
approved amendments shall be filed therewith, 


913.9. TIME LIMITATION OF APPLICATION An application for a 
permit for any proposed work shall be deemed to have been aban- 
doned six (6) months after date of filing, unless such application has 
been diligently prosecuted or a permit shall have been issued; except 
that for reasonable cause the building official may grant one or more 
extensions for additional periods of time not exceeding ninety (90) 
days each. 


SECTION 114.0 PERMITS 


114.1. ACTION ON APPLICATION. The building official shall ex- 
amine or cause to be examined ail applications for permits and amend- 
ments thereto within fifieen (15) days after filing. Before a permit is 
granted for the excavation or for the erection of any building or struc- 
ture, a written statement shall be furnished by the owner from atown 
or city engineer as to the established grades. If the application or plans 
do not conform to the requirements of this application or plans do not 
conform to ihe requirements of this Code or of all applicable laws, the 
building official shail reject such application citing the specific sec- 
tions of this code or appl:cable iaw upon which said rejection is based. 
If the building official is satisfied that the proposed work conforms to 
the requirements of this Code and all laws applicable thereto, he shall 
issue a permit. 


114.1.1 REPORTS TO ASSESSORS. — The building official shall give 
to the tax assessors of the municipality written notice of the granting of 
permits for the construction of any buildings or for the removal or 
demolition or for any substaniial alteration thereto. Such notice shall 
be given within thirty (30) days after the granting of each permit, and 
shall state the name of the person to whom the permit was granted and 
the location of the building to be constructed, altered, demolished or 
removed 


114.2. EXPIRATION OF PERMIT. — Any permit issued shall become 
invalid unless the work authorized by it shall have been commenced 


within six (6) months after its issuance, or if the work authorized by 
such permit is suspended or abandoned for a period of six (6) months 
after the time said work is commenced; provided that, for cause, an 
extension of time for a period not exceeding ninety (90) days. has not 
been granted. All such extensions must be in writing and signed by the 
duilding official. For purposes of this section, any permit issued shall 
not be considered invalid if such suspension or abandonment Is due to 
a court order prohibiting such work as authorized by said permit. 


114.3. PREVIOUS APPROVALS. — Nothing in this Code or the rules 
and regulations pursuant thereto shall affect any building permit 
lawfully issued, or construction on any building or structure lawfully 
begun in conformance with such permit, before the effective date of 
this Code in any city or town, provided, that work under such a permit 
is COmMenced within six months after its issuance, and thatsuch work, 
whether under such permit or otherwise lawfully begun, proceeds in 
good faith continuously to completion so far as is reasonably 
practicable under the circumstances. 


114.4. SIGNATURE TO PERMIT — The building official shall affix his 
signature to every permit. 


114.5. APPROVED PLANS. — The building official or state building 
commissioner shall stamp and endorse in writing the plans submitted 
in accordance with section 113.5; one (1) set of such stamped and 
endorsed plans shall be retained and shall not leave from the depart- 
ment except in the sole discretion of the building officials for the 
purposes of examination by another municipal or state department; 
cne (1) set of plans shall be kept at the building site, open to inspection 
of the building official, state building commissioner, or their 
authorized representative, at all reasonable times: one (1) set shall be 
retained by the owner, architect or engineer 


114.6 REVOCATION OF PERMITS — The Building Official may 
revoke any permit or approval issued under the provisions of this Code 
In the event that the granting of said permit or approval was based 
upon statements which prove to be false or based on 
misrepresentations of fact. Any aggrieved party shall have the right to 
appeal any revocations by any Building Official, and said appeal shall 
be made within 15 days of said decision to the local board of appeals as 
set forth in section 127.2 of this Act. 


114.7. APPROVAL IN PART. — When an application and all docu- 
ments necessary for the issuance of a permit to erect or add toa build- 
Ing or other structure have been filed, as required in section 113 5, and 
Prior to issuance of said permit. the building official may at his 
discretion issue a special permit for the erection of the foundation or 
any other part of a building or structure. The holder of such a special 


permit may proceed at his own risk without assurance that apermit for 
the entire structure will be granted. 


114.8. POSTING OF PERMIT. — A copy of the building permit shall be 
kept in view and protected from the weather at the site of operations 
and shall be open to public inspection during the entire time of 
prosecution of the work and until such time as the certificate of 
occupancy shall have been issued. The building permit shall serve as 
an inspection record card to allow the building official to make entries 
thereon regarding inspection of the work. 


114.9. NOTICE TO START. — At least twenty-four(24) hours notice 
prior to the start of work under a building permit shall be given to the 
building official 


115.0 CONDITIONS OF PERMIT 


115.1 COMPLIANCE WITH CODE. — The permit shall be a license to 
proceed with the work and shall not be construed as authority to 
violate, cancel or set aside any of the provisions of this code, except as 
specifically stipulated by modification or legally granted variation in 
accordance with section 126.1 to 126.52 inclusive. 


115.2 COMPLIANCE WITH PERMIT. — All work shall conform to the 
stamped or endorsed application and plans for which the permit has 
been issued and any approved amendments thereto. 


115.3 COMPLIANCE WITH PLOT PLAN. — All new work shall be 
located strictly in accordance with the approved plot plan. 


115.4 CHANGE IN PLOT PLAN. — No lot or plot shall be changed, 
increased or diminished in area from that shown on the official plot 
plan, as specified im section 113.6, unless a revised plan not 
inconsistant with zoning or other municipal ordinances indicating 
such changes accompanied by the nexessary affidavit of owner, or 
applicant shall have been filed and approved; except that such revised 
plot pian wil! not be required if the change is caused by reason of an 
official street opening, street widening or other public improvement. 


SECTION 116.0 MOVING, RAISING, SHORING OR DEMOLITION OF 
BUILDINGS 


116.1 SERVICE CONNECTIONS. — Before a building may be demol- 
ished, raised, shored or removed, the owner or his agent shall notify all 
utilities or agencies having service connections within the building 
including but not limited to, water, electric, gas, sewer and other 
connections. A permit to demolish or remove a building shall not be 
issued until a written release is obtained from all such utilities or 
agencies, stating that their respective service connections and appur- 


tentant equipment, such as meters and regulators, have been removed 
or sealed and plugged in a safe manner. 


116.2 BUILDINGS TO BE RODENT ERADICATED PRIOR TO DEMO- 
LITION. — No buildings or structures shall hereafter be razed or 
demolished unless, and until provisions are made for the rodent 
eradication of said buildings or structures. 


116.3. DESCRIPTION AND INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS. — The 
application for the permit as delineated in 116.1 shall comply with all 
the applicable requirements of sections 113.0, 114.0, and 115.0, and 
shall clearly state the length, width, and height of the building and shall 
include the type of material comprising the exterior walls and roofs, 
and if moved, the rout> by which it is to be so moved, and the time 
required for moving said building, The building official shall 
thereupon examine said building and if he finds there is no danger to 
adjoining property. the public will not be endangered or unduly incon- 
venienced if the building is to be transported on or across a public 
street or highway, he shall issue a permit for its removal subject to the 
prior written approval of other appropriate municipal officials such as 
the traffic engineer, the director of public works and the chief of the fire 
department. 


116.4 AGREEMENT. — No building shall be moved from one location 
to another and no permits shall be issued for its removal until the 
owner or owners of such building shall sign an agreement to make said 
building conform to the requirements of this code for new buildings in 
its new location. 


116.5 PUBLIC UTILITIES, WIRES AND POLES, ETC. — During the 
course of moving, demolishing or shoring of any building or structure 
no electrical light, trolley, telephone or telegraph wires or poles shall 
be removed, moved or disturbed without the written consent of the 
municipal authority and no tree or shrub shall be cut or disturbed 
except with the written consent of the owners of the premises upon 
which the tree or shrub stands, and no tree or shrub located on or over 
any part of a public streeet or hignway, whether accepted or not shall 
be cut or disturbed, excepted by written consent of the municipal 
authority. and of the owners of the premises abutting on the part of 
such street or highway in which such tree or shrub stands. 


116.6. WORK TO BE CONTINUOUS. — When a building is moved on 
Of across a public street or highway, the work and labor of doing the 
same shall continue twenty-four (24) hours each day. including, 
Sunday, without interruption, while the said building isinoruponsaid 
Street or highway, unless the person moving said building is specially 
exempted from so doing by the building official. 


116.7. WATCHMAN AND LIGHTS. — Whenever andas long asa build- 
ing or part of a building shall remain in or upon a public street or 
highway, the person moving the same, shall maintain a red light or 
lights burning at each end of the building during all periods of 
darkness and at such times shall keep a watchman on duty. 


116.8. BONDS AND LIABILITY INSURANCE. — Prior to the issuance 
of a permit to move or demolish a building a certificate of insurance 
and a 100% performance bond shall be filed with the local building 
official or in the case of a state project with the state building 
commissioner. The amount of paid certificate shall be determined by 
the municipality or the state building commission respectively. 


116.9. SHORING, — Every person desiring to shore up a building may 
be required by the building officail to comply with all the pertinent 
requirements of moving and razing a building as provided herein. 
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SECTION 119.0 FEE COMPUTATION: The permit fees shall be 
computed according to the fee schedule and procedures adopted in 
each municipality. 


SECTION 120.0 CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY 


120.1 NEW BUILDINGS. — No building or structure hereafter erected 
shall be used or occupied in whole or in part until a certificate of use 
and occupancy shall have been issued by the building official. Such 
certificate shall not be issued until all work has been completed in 
accordance with the provisions of this code of all approved permits 
and of all applicable codes for which a permit is required, except as 
Provided in section 120.4. 


120.2 BUILDINGS HEREAFTER ALTERED. — No building or struc- 
ture hereafter enlarged, extended or altered to change the use group 
classification. the fire-grading, the maximum live load capacity, orthe 
occupancy load capacity, in whole orin part, and no building hereafter 
altered for which a certificate of use and occupancy has not been 
beretofore issued, shall not be occupied or used until the certificate 
shall have been issued by the building official, certifying that the work 
has been completed in accordance with the provisions of this Code 
approved permits and of the applicable codes of all for which a permit 
is required. Any use or occupancy, which was not discontinued during 
said alterations, shall be discontinued within thirty (30) days after the 
completion of the alteration unless the required certificate is issued by 
the building official. 


120.3. EXISTING BUILDINGS. — Upon written request from the owner 
of an existing building, the building officjal shall issue a certificate of 
use and occupancy, provided there are no violations of law or orders of 
the building official pending, and it is established after inspection and 
investigation that the alleged use of the building has heretofore 
existed. Nothing in this code shall require the removal, alteration or 
abandonment of, or prevent the continuance of the use and 
occupancy of a lawfully existing building, unless such use is deemed 
to endanger public safety and welfare. 


120.4 CHANGES IN USE AND OCCUPANCY: After a change of use 
has been made ina building or structure, the reestablishment of a prior 
use that would not have been legal in a new building of the same type 
of construction is prohibited unless the building complies with all 
applicable provisions of this Code. A change from one prohibited use, 
for which a permit has been granted to another prohibited use shall be 
deemed a violation of this Code. 


120.5 TEMPORARY OCCUPANCY. — Upon request of the holder of a 
permit. the building official may issue a temporary certificate of 


occupancy tor a building or structure, or part thereof, before the entire 
work covered by the permit shall have been completed, provided such 
portion or portions may be occupied safely prior to full completion of 
the building without endangering life or public health, safety and 
welfare, and provided that the agencies having jurisdiction over 
permits issued under other applicable codes are notified of the 
decision to issue a temporary certificate 


120.6. CONTENTS OF CERTIFICATE. — The certificate shall certify 
compliance with the provisions of this Code and the purpose for which 
the building or structure may be used In its several parts: and shall be 
issued by the building official within ten (10) days after final 
inspection, provided that the provisions of the approved permits and of 
the applicable codes for which permits are required have been met. 
For use groups H. S, M, F and B, the certificate of use and occupancy 
shall specify, the use group, in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 2, the fire grading as defined in Article 2 and table 902, the 
maximum live load on all floors as prescribed in Article 7, the 
occupancy load in the building and all parts thereof as defined in 
Article 2 and Article 6. and any special stipulations, and conditions of 
the building permit 


SECTION 121.0 POSTING BUILDINGS 


121.4. POSTED USE AND OCCUPANCY. — A suitably designed 
placard approved by the committee shall be posted by the owner on all 
floors of every building and structure and part thereof designed for 
high hazard. storage mercantile, industrial or business use (use 
groups. H, S, M, F and B) as defined in Article 2. Said placard shall be 
securely fastened to the building or structure in a readily visible place 
and shall state: the use group, the fire grading, the live load and the 
occupancy load. Placards shall comply with occupational safety 
hazards act requirements. 


121.2. POSTED OCCUPANCY LOAD. — A suitably designed placard 
approved by the Committee shall be posted by the owner of every 
building and structure and part thereof designed for use as a place of 
public essembly or asan institutional building for harboring people for 
penal, correctional, educational, medical or other care or treatment, or 
as residential buildings used for hotels, lodging houses, boarding 
houses, domitory buildings, multiple-family dwellings (use groups A, 
1, R-1 and R-2). Said placard shall designate the maximum occupancy 
load. 


121.3. REPLACEMENT OF POSTED SIGNS. — All posting signs shall 
be furnished by the Committee, posted by the owner, and shall be of 
permanent design; they shall not be removed, or defaced and, if lost, 
removed or defaced, shall be immediately replaced. 


121.4. PERIODIC INSPECTION FOR POSTING. — The building offi- 
cial may periodically inspect all existing buildings and structures 
except one and two-family dwellings for compliance with this Code in 
respect to posting; or he may accept the report of such inspections 
from a qualified professional registered engineer or architect or others 
certified by the committee; and such inspections and reports shall 
specify any violation of the requirements of this code in respect to the 
posting of floor load, fire grading, occupancy load and use group of 
the building. 


SECTION 122.0. VIOLATIONS 


122.1. NOTICE OF VIOLATION. — The building official shall serve a 
notice of violation or order on the owner or person responsible for the 
erection, construction, alteration, extension, repair, removal, 
demolition. use or occupancy of a building or structure in violation of 
the provisions of this Code. or in violation of a detail statement ora 
plan approved thereunder, or in violation of a permit or certificate 
issued under the provisions of this Code; and such order shall direct 
the discontinuance of the illegal action or condition and the abatement 
of the violation. 


122.1.2. NOTICE OR ORDERS — SERVICE AND CONTENT. — Every 
notice or order authorized by this Code shall be in writing and shall be 
served on the owner or the person responsible as defined in section 
Witenle 

a) by any person authorized to serve civil process within the State of 
Rhode Island, by serving a copy of the order or notice personally 
upon the owner or person responsible or by leaving a copy ofsaid 
order or notice at said owner or person responsible’s last and 
usual place of abode: or 

b) by sending said owner or person responsible a copy of the order 
or notice by registered mail, return receipt requested; or 

c) if the owner or personresponsible’s last and usual place of abode 
is unknown and a due and diligent search fails to !ocate said in- 
dividual, by posting a copy of the order or notice in a conspicu- 
ous place on or about the premises inviolation, and by publishing 
Said notice for at least three (3) out of five (5) consecutive daysin 
one or more newspapers of general circulation in the municipal- 
ity where the building or premises in violation is situated. 


122.2 PROSECUTION OF VIOLATION. — If the notice of violation is 
not answered and corrections schedu!ed as approved and complied 
with within thirty (30) days after service, unless otherwise provided in 
this code. the building official shall request legal counsel of the 


municipality to institute the appropriate proceeding at law or in equity 
in a court of competent jurisdiction to restrain, correct or abaie such 
violation or to require the removal or termination of the unlawful use of 
the building or structure in violation of the provisions of this code or of 
the order of direction made pursuant thereto. All such court actions 
actions shall have precedence <n the calendar after court actions for 
trespass and ejectment unger Section 34-18-9 of the gereral laws and 
shall continue to have precedence on the calendar on a day to day 
basis until the matter is neara. 


122.3 VIOLATION PENALTIES. — Every person who shall violate any 
provision of this Code shall be punished by imprisonment in the adult 
correctional institution for not more than one year, or by a fine of not 
more than five hundred dollars ($500), or both, foreach violation. Each 
day during which any portion of a violation continues shall constitutea 
separate offense. 


122.4. ABATEMENT OF VIOLATIONS. — The imposition of the penal- 
ties herein prescribed shall not preclude the building official from 
instituting appropriate action to prevent unlawful construction or to 
restrain. correct or abate a violation, or to prevent illegal occupancy of 
a building, structure or premises or to stop an illegal act, conduct 
business or use of a building or structure in or about any premises. 


SECTION 123.0 STOP-WORK ORDER 


123.1. NOTICE OF OWNER. — Upon notice from the building official 
that any work On a building or structure is being prosecuted contrary 
to the provisions of this Code or in an unsafe or dangerous manner, 
such work shall be immediately stopped. The stop-work order shall be 
in writing and shall be served on the owner, as defined in Article 2, or 
on the person responsible as provided in section 122.12; and shall 
State the conditions under which work may be resumed; provided, 
however, that in instances where immediate action is deemed 
necessary for public health, safety and welfare or inthe public interest, 
the building official may require that work be stopped upon verbal 
order. 


123.1.1. POSTING. — A stop-work notice shall be posted in an con- 
spicuous place on the job site and shall be removed only at the 
direction of the building official. 


123.2. UNLAWFUL CONTINUANCE. — Any person who shall con- 
tinue any work in or about the job site after having been served witha 
stop-work order, except work as he is directed to perform to removea 
violation or unsafe condition, shall beliable to prosecution as provided 
in section 122. 


124.0 UNSAFE STRUCTURES - GENERAL PROVISIONS. — All build- 
ings, signs or other structures or any portion thereof shall be keptand 
maintained in a safe and sound condition at all times by the owner or 
his authorized agent. 
124.1 A building, sign or structure shall be declared unsafe by the 
building official if any one of the following conditions exists upon the 
premises. 

1. The building is vacant, unguarded and open atdoorsor windows 
thereby permitting unauthorized entry; or 

2. There is ahazardous accumulation of dust, debris or other com- 
bustible material therein; or 

3. There is a falling away, hanging loose or loosening of any siding, 
block, brick, or other building material; or 

4. There is a deter: ration of the structure, or structural parts, ora 
structural weakness exists whereby the continued use and occupancy 
would endanger the lives of the occupants or those using public or 
private land in the immediate area; or 

5. The building has been partially destroyed or has been substan- 
tially damaged by the elements, acts of God, fire, explosion, or other- 
wise andis vacant, regardless of whether ornotsuch building issecured 
to prevent unauthorized entry, or 

6. The building or structure has been vacant or unused for more 
than one hundred eighty (180) days, whether or not ithas been boarded, 
guarded and/or closed at all doors and windows and has remainedina 
condition such that the repairs necessary to make the building or 
structure safe and sanitary for occupancy exceed fifty percent of the 
physical value of building or structure as defined in Section 106.5; or 

7. The building, sign or structure constitutes a fire or windstorm 
hazard or is in the opinion of the building official otherwise dangerous 
to human life or public health, safety, and welfare; or 

8. There is an unusual sagging or leaning out of plumb of the build- 
ing or any parts of the building and such effect is caused by deterio- 
ration or over-stressing; or 

9. The electrical or mechanical installation or systems create a 
hazardous condition contrary to the Standards of this Code orthe Code 
in effect at the time of construction; or 

10. An unsanitary condition exists by reason of inadequate or mal- 
functioning sanitary facilities or waste disposal systems; or 

11. The use or occupancy of the building is illegal or improper 
because the building does not comply with the allowable areas, height, 
type of construction, fire resistance, means of egress, liveload, or other 
features regulated by the Code in effect at the time of construction; or 
12. Whenever the building or structure has been so damaged by 
fire, wind, or flood, or has become so dilapidated or deteriorated as to 
become an attractive nuisance to children who might play therein to 
their danger. 


124.2 NOTICE OF UNSAFE CONDITION. — When the whole or any 
part of any building, sign or other structure shall be declared to beinan 
unsafe condition, the building official shall issue a notice of the unsafe 
condition to the owner of record describing the building or structure 
deemed unsafe and an order either requiring that the building, sign or 
structure be made safeor be demolished withinareasonable, stipulated 
time. All notices and orders shall be in writing and shall be delivered to 
the owners of said building by the building official or his designated 
agent or shall be sent by registered or certified mail to the last known 
address of such owner or owners. Orderstodemolish any building, sign 
orstructureshallaiso be issued toall mortgagees of record. If any owner 
ormortgageecannotbe located after due anddiligentsearch, thenotice 
and order shail be posted upon a conspicuous part of the building or 
Structure, and such procedure shall be deemed the equivalent of 
personal notice Whena building orstructureis ordered secured for any 
reason by the building official, the owner shal! board said building or 
structure in accordance with Section 124.6 within seven (7) days or the 
building official may cause thenecessary work tobe done tosecuresaid 
building or structure. The cost of such work shall be billed to the owner 
and be a lien against the real property as provided in Section 125.7. 
124.3 APPEALS. — The owner shall either comply with said order or 
shall appeal said order to the local board of appeals within thirty (30) 
days of mailing or posting of said notice and order. There shall be no 
appeal to the order to board an unsecured or vacant building or struc- 
ture. The Board of Appeais shall, if requested by the owner, hold a 
hearing where it will either confirm, modify, or revoke the notice and 
order of the building official in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 126.0 as may be deemed just and properinthe interest of public 
health, safety and welfare. 


124.4 RESTORATION OF UNSAFE BUILDINGS. — A building, sign or 
structure declared unsafe by the building official shall be restoredtoa 
safe and usabie condition in one of the following manners: 

(1)When no change is use or occupancy is contemplated or com- 
pelied and the reconstruction or restoration is less than 50% of the 
physical value of such building, sign or structure as defined in Section 
106.5, the building, sign or structure shall be repaired in accordance 
with the applicable requirements of Section 106.3 or 106 4. 

(2) When a change in use or occupancy is contemplated or com- 
pelled. or reconstruction or restoration is in excess of 50% of the 
physical value of such building, sign or structure as defined in Section 
106.5, exclusive of foundations, such building, signorstructureshall be 
made to comply in all respects with the requirements for materials and 
methods for new buildings, signs, or structures erected under the 
provisions of this code. 


124.4.1 COMPLIANCE. — The owner of an unsafe building, sign, or 
other structure shall obtain the necessary permits to perform the resto- 
ration or reconstruction work required by the building official within 
thirty (30) days of the receipt of the notice of an unsafe condition and 
shall proceed immediately with the work as required in Section 114 2of 
this code. The work shall continue until the unsafe condition has been 
abated. 


124.5 DISREGARD OF UNSAFE NOTICE. — When a owner or his 
authorized agent has been served with a notice of an unsafe condition 
and fails to comply with the order to either make the building, sign or 
structure safe or to have it demolished within a stipulated time and has 
not appealed the order to the Local Board of Appeals within the thirty 
(30) days required, thei: gal counselofthe municipality shall be advised 
and shail institute the appropriation action to compel compliance as 
Provided in Section 122 0. if in the opinion of the building official the 
condition poses an immediate danger to the public health, safety and 
welfare the building official shall cause all the necessary work to be 
done to either make the building, sign or structure safe or to have it 
demolished. The cost of such work shall be billed to the owner and 
shall be a lien against the real property as provided in Section 1257 


124.6 BOARDING. — Any building orstructure whichis orderedsecure 
for any reason by the building official shall be boarded in accordance 
with the following specifications: 

All openings (including doors and windows) from cellar to second 
floor inclusive, and all windows above the second floor leading to fire 
escapes, porches, or structural appurtenances on all floors must be 
covered from the exterior with a minimum of one-half inch ('4”) thick 
exterior grade plywood secured with screws of minimum length 1%” or 
2” (6d)ring shank nails placed 12 inches oncenter around the perimeter 
of the opening. Plywood shall be fitted so it-rests snugly against the 
exterior frame butting up to the moulding or siding. All other windows 
must be secured in a similar manner with %” plywood from either the 
exterior or interior of the building. 

124.6.1 All gas, electric, water, and other services to a boarded build- 
ing or structure except sewer lines shall be disconnected 

124.6.2. Prior to boarding a building or structure, all decomposible 
debris and rubbish shall be removed from the premises. 


SECTION 125.0 EMERGENCY MEASURES 


125.1 VACATING BUILDINGS. — When. inthe opinion of the building 
official, there is actual and immediate danger of failure or collapse of a 
building or structure or any part thereof which would endanger life, or 
when any Structure or part of astructure has fallen or collapsed and life 
1S endangered by the occupation of the butlding, the building officialis 
authorized and empowered to order and require the occupants to 


vacate the same forthwith. He shall cause to be posted at each 
entrance to such building a notice reading as follows: 


THIS BUILDING IS UNSAFE AND ITS USE OR OCCUPANCY 
HAS BEEN PROHIBITED BY 
THE BUILDING OFFICIAL 


It shall be unlawful for any person to enter except for the pupose of 
making the required repairs or of demolishing said building or 
structure. 


125.2 TEMPORARY SAFEGUARDS. — When, in the opinion of the 
building official, there is actual and immediate danger of collapse or 
failure of a building or structure or any part thereof, which would 
endanger life or property, he shali cause all necessary work to be 
instituted to render such building or structure or part thereof 
temporarily safe despite the fact that such action may occur prior to 
the institution of those legal procedures provided for by this Code. 


125.3 CLOSING STREETS. — When necessary for the public health, 
safety and welfare, the building official may temporarily close side- 
walks, Streets, buiidings and structures and areas adjacent to any un- 
safe buildings, and prohibit the use thereof. 


125.4. EMERGENCY REPAIRS. — For the purpose ofthis section the 
building official shall employ the necessary labor and materials to per- 
form the required work as expeditiously as possible. 


125.5. HAZARDOUS BUILDINGS. — Whenever a buildingis insuch 
‘hazardous condition as to create an immediate danger to the public 
heaith, safety and welfare either because of its potential as a fire 
hazard or because of the danger from collapse, the building official 
may order its immediate demolition. In the event that the owner fails to 
comply immediately with such order, then the building official may 
demolish said dwelling at the expense of the owner. 


125.6. COSTS OF EMERGENCY REPAIRS. — Costs incurred in the 
performence of emergency work shall be paid from the municipal 
treasury On certificate of the building official; and the legal authority of 
the municipality shall institute appropriate action against the owner of 
said unsafe building or structure was located for the recovery of such 
costs. 


125.7. LIENS. — Whenever the owner fails to comply with an order to 
repair, board or demolish a building, sign or structure as required by 
the building official and the building official has made repairs, boarded 
or demolished said building, sign or structure reasonable costs in- 
curred by him in such action shall be a lien against the real property 
and such lien shall be enforced in the manner provided or authorized 


by law for the enforcement of common law liens on personal property. 
Such lien shall be recorded with the records of land evidence of the 
municipality and the lien shall incur legal interest from the date of 
recording. 


SECTION 126.0 APPEALS FROM ORDERS IN REGARDS TO 
UNSAFE BUILDINGS. 


126.1. APPLICATION FOR REVIEW. — The owner of a building or 
other structure or his duly authorized representative who has been 
served with an order pertaining to an unsafe building or other structure 
and a notice to make such building or other structure safe, secure, or 
habitable or to take down and remove such building or other structure, 
Shall have the right, except in cases of emergency, to demand a 
hearing before the board of appeal if he deems such order to be 
unnecessary, improper or unreasonable and such demand shall be in 
writing with a statement of reasons therefor. 


126.2 PROCEDURE. — The powers and duties of the board of appeal 
under this section shall be: 

.21. To inspect the building or other structure and to confirm, modi- 
fy or revoke the order of the building officials as may seem just and 
proper in the interest of public health, safety and welfare. 

.22. To determine the suitable cost of reconstruction, restoration or 
rehabilitation in the repair of an unsafe building or other structure in 
case of a disagreement or dispute in relation thereto. 


126.3 FINDINGS. 

3I. The board of appeals shall determine its findings and submit a 
report in writing affirming, modifying, or revoking the order of the 
building official in whole or in part and shall determine the remedial 
steps if any to be taken to render the building or other structural safe 
.32. The findings and determination agreed upon by a majority of the 
board shall be deemed conclusive, and certified copies of the report 
shall be filed with the building official and with the owner or his 
representative, and shall be binding upon the building official and all 
Parties in interest 


SECTION 127.0 STATE BOARD OF APPEALS 


127.1. AUTHORITY TO SERVE AS A BOARD OF STANDARDS AND 
APPEALS. — The building code standards committee, after the state 
building code is adopted and promulgated, will serve as a board of 
Standards and appeals. For the purpose of securing for the public the 
benefits of new developments in the building industry and insuring 
public health, safety and welfare said board shall make or cause to be 
made investigations, or may accept authenticated reports from 
recognized authoritative sources on new materials or modes of con- 


struction intended for use in the construction of buildings or struc- 
tures, and shall promuigate regulations setting for the conditions 
under which such materials or modes of construction may be used. 
Such regulations and amendments thereto shall have the same force 
and effect as the provisions of the code. Said committee shail as a body 
Or as aSub-committee thereof, have the power tosif as a state board of 
appeals, and in the absence of alocal board, to hear appeals from the 
decision of the local building official. 


An aggrieved party, as defined in section 201.1 of the regulations 
may appeal an interpretation, order, requirement, direction or failure 
to act by the State Building Commissioner, charged with the adminis- 
tration or enforcement of this code or any of its rules or regulations 
directly to the State Building Code Board of Standards and Appeals 
as provided in section 127.1.4. Said appeal shall be filed with the Board 
of Appeals within thirty (30) days of the mailing or posting of the inter- 
pretation, order, requirment, direction or failure to act. 


127.1.1 STAY GF PROCEEDINGS: The filing of an appeal shall stay all 
actions required by the State Building Commissioner's interpretation, 
order, requirement, direction, or failure to act, unless the State Build- 
ing Commiissioner charged with the administration or enforcement of 
this code or any of its rules or regulations, presents evidence and the 
Soard of Standards and appeals finds that upon the evidence pre- 
sented a stay would involve imminent peril to public health, safety and 
weifare. in such an event the stay of all proceedings shall be waived or 
the Board may order such other action necessary to preserve said 
public health, safety and welfare. Before waiving the stay or pro- 
ceedings the Soard shal! hold a hearing and give the appellant and 
state, or local agency or any person claiming that a stay would involve 
imminent peril to public health, safety and welfare, notice in writing 
of the hearing not less than twenty-four (24) hours before said hearing. 


127.1.2 STANDARD: The Soard of Standards and Appeals may vary 
the application of any provision of this code to any particular case 
when in the opinion of said Board, the enforcement of this code would 
do manifest injustice, provided that said Board finds that the decision 
to grant a variance, or modification will not conflict with the general 
objectives of this Code. 


127.1.3 ADDITIONAL PGWERS: The Board may impose in any 
dacision, limitations bath as to time and use, and acontinuation of any 
use permitted may be conditioned upon additional moditications as 
set forth in said decisinn 


127.1.4. PROCEDURES 

(1) Upon receipt of such appeal, the secretary of the board of 
standards and appeals shali appoint a panel of not less than five 
members of such board to hear said appeal, 1-shall be an architect, 2- 


shall be professional engineers {-shall be a building official not from 
roo munveipality from which the appeal is taken 1-shall be a builder or 
supenotendent of building construction 

(2) The board shall fix a day for hearing on said appeal and shall 
yive reasonable notice thereof to the petitioner and the property 
owners within two hundred feet (200'), of said petitioner's property 
line when, in the board's discretion it may have an adverse effect 
on neighboring properties. A properly indexed record ofallvaniations 
made shall be kept in the office of the State Building Commissioner 
and shall be open to public inspection. 


A building owner may file an appeal for a variance to the board 
by registered mail, and a hearing date shall be set by the board within 
thirty (30) days of filing. A copy of the decision of the board shall be 
mailed to the owner and the local board of appeal from which said 
appeal has been taken not later than ten (10) days following the date 
of the hearing. Failure to render a decision within ten (10) days shall 
not affect the validity of any such decision or appeal. 

(3) Application for appeal must be accompanied by three (3) 
copies of the required plans for review by thestate buildingcommission 
and the state board of standards and appeal. When available, a copy of 
the local board of appeals hearing transcript shall also be filed. When 
the board of appeals deems it necessary the applicant shall also 
provide a radius map indicating the adversely affected neighboring 
properties and a list of names and addresses of said properties. 

(4) The local board of appeal shall submit to the State Board of 
Standards and Appeal a copy of its decision. 

(5) Any person aggrieved by any ruling of the State Board of 
Standards and Appeals may appeal to the Superior Court inthe county 
where such building or structure has been or is being constructed 


within 10 days from the mailing to the local board of appeals and 
owner 


127.2. LOCAL BOARD OF APPEALS. — A Board of Appeals shall be 
appointed by each municipality Such board shall consist of five 
members. all of whom shall meet the qualifications set forth in the 
State Building Code Section 127.1.4, except that a member of the 
general public may be substituted for the building official. A member 
of a Board of Appeals of one municipality may also bea member of the 
Board of Appeals of another municipality. An aggrieved party as 
defined in Section 201.1, may appeal an interpretation order, require- 
ment, direction or failure to act under this code by a local official of a 
city or town charged with the administration or enforcement of this 


code of any of its rules and regulations to the local boardin that city or 
town. 


127.2.1 MEMBERSHIP: — Any building code board of appeals duly 
established by ordinance or otherwise inacity or town andinexistence 


on July 1, 1977, shall qualify as a local board of appeals under Section 
127, notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained herein. How- 
ever, the procedure and rights for appeal for such board of appeals shall 
be governed by this code. If a city of town has not duly established by 
ordinance or otherwise a local building code appeals board by July 1, 
1977, said city or town shall establish a board of appeals, hereinafter 
referred to as the local board of appeals, consisting of five (5) members 
appointed by the chief executive officer of the city or town; one (1) 
member appointed for five (5) years, one (1) for four (4) years, one for 
three (3) years, one (1) fortwo (2) years and one (1) to serve for one (1) 
year or until his successor has been appointed. 


127.2.2. STAY OF PROCEEDINGS: Entry of an appeal shall stay all 
proceedings in furtherance of the action or failure to act appealed from, 
uniess the stateorlocalagency or any person charged with theadminis- 
tration of enforcement of this code or any of its rules or regulations 
presents evidence and the board finds that, upon the evidence pre- 
sented, a stay would involve imminent peril to public health, safety, and 
welfare. In such an event stay of all proceedings shail be waived or the 
board may order such other action necessary to preserve public health, 
safety and welfare. Before waiving the stay of proceedings the board 
shall hold a hearing and give the appellant, state, local agency or any 
person claiming that a stay would involve imminent peril to public 
heaith, safety, and welfare, notice in writing of the hearing notlessthan 
twenty four (24) hours before said hearing. 


127.2.3 STANDARD: The local board of appeals may vary the appli- 
cation of any provision of this code to any particular case when, in the 
Opinion of the Soard, the enforcement of this code would do manifest 
injustice, provided that the Board finds that the decision to grant a 
variance or modification will not conflict with the general objectives of 
this code. 


127.2.4 ADDITICNAL POWERS: The Board may impose in any de- 
cision, limitations both as to time and use, and acontinuationof any use 
permitted may be conditioned upon modifications as set forth in said 
decision. 


127.2.5 PROCEDURES: 


When the buiiding official refuses to issue a building permit in 
whole or in part, or refuses to approve the mode or manner of con- 
struction proposed to be followed or the materials to be used in the 
erection or alteration of a building or structure, or when it is claimed 
that the provisions of this code do not apply or that an equally good or 
more desirable form of construction can be employed in a specific 
case, or when it is claimed that the true intent and meaning of this code 
and regulations have been misconstrued or wrongly interpreted. 
Within thirty (30) days the owner of such building or structure whether 


ts 


erected or to be erected or his authorized agent may make application 
for appeal in writing from the decision of the building official to the 
local board of appeal. 

1) Upon receipt of said application for appeal, the chairman or 
secretary of the board of appeal shall appoint a panel of not less than 
three members of said board to hear each appeal. 

2) Applications filed at least 25 days, including Saturday, Sundays, 
and legal holidays, prior to the monthly meeting of the board will be 
advertised for public hearing at the next scheduled meeting. Uniess 
the appeal is continued, a copy of the decision of the board shal! be 
mailed to the owner to the building official from whom such appeal has 
been taken not later than 10 days following the date of the hearing. 

3) Applications for appeal must be accompanied by two (2) copies of 
the required plans for review by the department of building inspection 
and the board of appeals. 

4) The department of building inspection shall submit to the board of 
appeals a notice identifying the reason for the refusal to issue a permit 
and the code provisions being disputed. 

5) Any person aggrieved by the decision of the local board may ap- 
peal to the State Board of Standards and Appeals within twenty (20) 
days after the filing of the local decision with the building official and 
owner. Any determination made by the local board shail be subject to 
review de novo by said State Board of Standards and Appeals. 


127.2.6 COPY OF DECISION: A copy of any decision by alocal board of 
appeals shall be transmitted to the State Building Commissioner within 
ten (10) days after the rendering of said decision. 


SECTION 128.0 CONTROLLED MATERIALS PROCEDURE 


128.1 WAIVER OF EXAMINATION AND INSPECTION. — The build- 
ing official may waive examination of the plans and/or field inspection 
of the construction and may issue a permit for the performance of the 
work under the following conditions:— 


1) The examination of plans may be waived when the plans for the 
erection or alteration of a building are prepared by a professional 
registered engineer or architect, and such professional registered 
engineer or architect has stated in writing that he has supervised the 
preparation of the architectural, structural, electrical and mechanical 
design contract documents and that he will review and approve all 
working drawings for said construction and that said documents shall 
conform to all provisions of this Code and all rules and regulations 
adopted under its provisions. 


2) The detailed department field inspection may be waived when the 
professional registered engineer or architect certifies that the 
Structure will be built under his field observation, and in accordance 


with approved contract documents, and that he will certify to the best 
of his knowledge, information and belief that the construction is in 
substantial accordance with these drawings and specifications, and 
that he will submit a report in compliance with section 128.13. 


428.1.2 QUALIFICATIONS. — The professional registered engineer or 
architect shall be qualified by experience and training in the particular 
field of construction involved in the building project under 
consideration. 


128.1.32 REPORT. — Before issuance of the certificate of use and 
occupancy for any building or structure the licensed registered 
engineer or architect who prepared and filed the original plans, and 
who observed the erection of the building shall file a report certifying 
that to the best of his knowledge. information and belief, that the 
structure has been erected in accordance with the approved plans; 
and, as erected, the building complies with this Code and other 
applicable laws specifically identified by the building official 
governing building construction except as to the specific variations 
legally authorized under the provisions of this code and as specifically 
noted in the report and cited in the certificate of use and occupancy. 


128.1.4 The building official may utilize this waiver in whole or in part 
but he must cause sufficient plan review and construction inspection 
by the department of building inspection to insure that: (1) the 
proposed usage and facilities are in substantial conformance with the 
zoning ordinance and construction codes; (2) the contractor is 
maintaining the required construction safety; and (3) the professional 
engineer or architect is in fact providing the necessary inspection. 


129.1.5 Whenever the building official shall exercise the right of 
waiver in accordance with the provisions of section 128.1 the 
professional engineer or registered architect shall forfeit all rights of 
appeal provided for in section 127.1 and 127.2 in regard to any deci- 
sions the building official may make at any time during the exercise of 
this procedure. 


128.2 SPECIAL TECHNICAL SERVICES. — When applications for 
unusual designs or magnitude of construction are filed, the building 
official may refer such plans and specifications to the state building 
commissioner or he may in his discretion, retain a professional 
registered engineer or architect as qualified in section 128.12 for 
advice and recommendations as to said plans and specifications 
safety of design and compliance with this Code. The building official 
may elso employ a registered engineer or architect to observe the 
construction in the field to insure compliance with the approved plans 
and permit. Upon completion, of the work, the engineer or architect 
employed, shall file with the building official a report to the effect that 


to the best of his knowledge and belief the building has been erected In 
accordance with accepted engineering practice and in conformity to 
all the statutory provisions governing building construction for the 
designated use group classification of the building or structure in 
respect to use, fire grading, floor and occupancy loads All fees and 
costs related to the performance of special technical services shall be 
paid by the applicant. 

128.2.1 Thecontrolled materials procedure as defined in section 701 
shall be used under all conditions where the reference standards for 
controlled materials require such control 

4128.3 LICENSING OF LABORATORIES AND TEST PERSONNEL. — 
Laboratories and test personnel operating under the provisions of 
section 128 shall be subject to licensing according to the rules and 
regulations promulgated by the committee as provided in section 
109.12. 


SECTION 129.0 TESTING AND EVALUATION GROUP 


129.1. RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR LICENSING. — The com- 
mittee shall issue rules and regulations for the examination and lic- 
ensing, and the revocation of licenses of individuals laboratories and 
firms responsible for the inspection, controlm testing and quality of 
materials, devices and methods of construction. Said rules and 
regulations shall require that all testing equipment and procedures 
shall comply with standards issued by the American Society for 
Testing & Materials, provided that such standards shall not conflict at 
any time with any rules and regulations established by and forthe said 
committee or with this Code. 


129.2 TESTING AND EVALUATION GROUP. — The state building 
code committee shali establish and maintain a testing and evaluation 
group, which will have the responsibility of administering and 
directing, under the supervision of the cammittee, the testing and 
controls for evaluating individual applicants and laboratories wishing 
to become registered and licensed as required under section 128.9 
129.3 ACTIVITIES REQUIRING LICENSES 


129.3. CONCRETE TESTING. — On and after the first day of July 1, 
1977, no person shall engage in the activities of field testing, plant 
testing or field inspection of concrete unless such person is under the 
supervision of one who is licensed to do so by the committee. Any 
person who violates the provisions of this section, or any person who 
falsifies a license issued by the board, or any person who fraudulently 
issues Or accepts such a license shall be punished as provided in 
section 122 of this code. The committee shail require strict adherence 
to the standards of the American Society for Testing and Materials, 
designation E-329, entitled “Recommended practice for inspection 
and testing agencies for concrete and steel as used in construction” 


Savings Clause 


23-27.3-2 SAVINGS CLAUSE 


That nothing in these regulations hereby adopted shall be con- 
Strued to affect any suit or proceeding pending in any court, or any 
rights acquitted, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action 
acquired or existing under any act or local regulations repealed as pre- 
scribed in this chapter. 


23-27.3-3. PUBLICATION OF ACT: The administrative provisions 
of the code as printed in the General Laws are numbered to be consist- 
ent with the referenced sections of the Model Codes and Standards as 
adopted by the Building Code Standards Committee as rules and 
regulations. 


23-27.3-4. SEVERABILITY: The provisions of chapter 27.3 of this title 
are severable, and if any of its provisions shall be held unconstitutional 
or otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, the decision 
of such court shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions. 


23-27.3-5 EFFECTIVE DATE OF CODE 
The effective date of this Act shall be July 1, 1977. 


RHODE ISLAND 
STATE BUILDING CODE 


Basic Building Code 
Regulation SBC-1 
November 1, 1981 


Delete Existing Regulation SBC-1-77 
Dated July 18, 1977. 


STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 


Department of Community Affairs 

BUILDING CCDE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
12 Humbert Street 

No. Providence, R.I. 02911 


BASIC BUILDING CODE 
REGULATION — SBC-1 
NOVEMBER 1, 1981 


The Building Code Standards Committee, in accordance with the rule 
making authority of Title 23, Chapter 23-27.3, Section 1091, para- 
graphs 1 through 4 inclusive, has formally adopted and promulgated 
as the Rhode Island Basic Building Code, the provisions of the BOCA 
Building Code of 1978, seventh edition, as published by the Building 
Officials and Code Administrator International, Inc., (BOCA), together 
with the amendments thereto hereinafter set forth to the articles and 
sections of said code: 

BOCA Article |, Administration and Enforcement is deleted tn its 
entirety. and the provisions of Title 23, Chapter 27.3 shall prevail. 


Vi 


Article 2 


DEFINITIONS AND CLASSIFICATIONS 


SECTION 201.0 GENERAL DEFINITIONS 


To the list of BOCA general definitions, Section 201.0, add the fol- 
lowing: 


AGGRIEVED PARTY: — 

(1) An owner of the building or structure which is subject to any 
interpretation, order, requirement, direction or failure to act by a local 
building official, State Building Commissioner, or local board of 
appeal’s decision or failure to act. 

(2) Property owners within 200 feet of the property line, as deline- 
ated in Section 127.1.4 (2), which is subject of any appeal. 

(3) The State Building Commissionerrelativeto any interpretation, 
order, requirement, direction, or failure to act by the local building 
official. 


APPROVED MATERIAL, EQUIPMENT AND METHODS: Acceptable 
to the state building code standards committee. 


AWNING: A sheltering screen with approved covering, often of fabric. 
On a rigid or hinged support, or of a retractable system. 


BOILER HORSEPOWER (1): is equal to the equivalent evaporation 
of 34.5 pounds of water (33,475 BTU per hour) from and at 212 de- 
grees Fahrenheit feedwater 


CANOPY: A metal framed sheltering member or system, with approved 
covering on a freestanding structure or one which is attached to a 
building. 


CHILD DAY CARE CENTER: The term “child day care center” shall 
mean a room or group of rooms or spaces within a building used as a 
place for the care, guidance and/or supervision of a total of five (5) or 
more children not of common parentage, which term shall include all 
such places known as day nurseries, nursery schools, kindergarten 
schools, play schools and preschools. 


CHILDREN'S BOARDING HOME: Any person who for compensation 
receives for care or treatment or has in his custody one or more chil- 
dren under the age of sixteen (16) years, but not more than seven (7) 
children, unattended by a parent or guardian, for the purposes of pro- 


viding sucn child with care and lodging, except children related to hiin 
by blood or marriage, or legally adopted by, or legally committed by 
order to any court to such person, shall be deemed to maintain a chil- 
dren's boarding home. 


COMMISSIONER: the state building commissioner: the building 
official responsible to enforce this Code in accordance with the pro- 
visions of section 108.2 of this Code 


COMMITTEE: the building code standards committee 


COMMUNITY RESIDENCE !: A Community Residence | is defined as 
a community-based residential facility. A Community Residence | 
operates twenty-four (24) hours a day to provide room. board. and 
supportive services to less than twenty (20) persons who are mentally 
retarded, mentally ill. drug abusers and/or alcoholics and who are in 
need of such services. 

A Community Residence ! would include but not be limited to the 
group home, hotel or half-way house. This definition does not include 
nursing homes or other forms of facilities which are primarily directed 
toward meeting the health or health-related and/or medical needs 
of the resident. 


COMMUNITY RESIDENCE Il: A Community Residence II is defined 
as a community based residential facility. A Community Residence || 
operates twenty-four (24) hours a day to provide room, board and 
supportive services to eight (8) or less persons who are mentally 
retarded, mentally ill, drug abusers and/or alcoholics who are in need 
of such services. 

A Community Residence | would include but not be limited to the 
group home. hostel or half-way house. 

The definition does not include nursing homes or other forms of facili- 
ties which are primarily directed toward meeting the health or health 
related and/or medical needs of the resident. 


EDUCATIONAL OCCUPANCY: educational occupancy includes all 
buildings used for the gathering of groups of six (6) or more persons 
for the purpose of instruction 

Other occupancies associated with educational institutions shall 
bein accordance with the appropriate part of the Code. Examples: Child 
day care centers, proprietary schools. 


ELECTRICAL SIGNAL SYSTEM: any electrical system which supplied 
energy to an appliance which gives a recognizable signal. 


ELECTRICAL POWER SYSTEM: any electrical system which supplies 
energy for any other use other than signal. 


FORMED STEEL CONSTRUCTION: that type of construction used in 
floor and roof systems consisting of integrated units of sheet or strip 
steel plates which are shaped into parallel steel ribs or beams with a 
continuous connecting flange deck; generally attached to and sup- 
ported on the primary or secondary members of a structural steel or 
reinforced concrete frame. 


HOSPITAL: A building, or part thereuf, used for the medical, psychia- 
tric, obstetrical or surgical care, on a 24 hour basis, of 4 or more in- 
patients. This includes general hospitals, mental hospital, tubercu- 
losis hospitals, children’s hospitals, and any such facilities provided 
inpatient care. 


HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY: A building or portion thereof con- 
taining dwelling units arranged or used for the independent living 
facilities of elderly individuals age 62 years or older. This includes. but 
is not limited to all federal, state and locally funded projects 


INTERMEDIATE CARE FACILITY: An intermediate care facility is a 
health care facility or an identifiable unit or distinct part of a facility 
which provides twenty-four (24) hour inpatient preventive and sup- 
portive nursing care to two (2) or more persons unrelated by blood or 
marriage whose condition is stabilized but requires continued nursing 
care and supervision. 


INTERMEDIATE CARE — CLASS I: An intermediate care — Class | is a 
physical structure properly equipped and employed sufficient appro- 
priate personnel to render proper nursing care to patients with chronic 
conditions who do not require professional nursing service. 


INTERMEDIATE CARE — CLASS II: An intermediate care — Class II is a 
physical structure properly equipped and employing sufficient appro- 
priate personnel capable of providing care for ambulatory persons re- 
quiring minimal or no specialized nursing service but in need of per- 
sonal care and supervision. 


LIGHT GAGE STEEL CONSTRUCTION: That type of construction in 
which the structural frame consists of studs, floor joists, arch ribs, 
rafters, steel decks and other structural elements which are composed 
and other structural elements which are composed and fabricated of 
cold-formed sheet or strip steel members less than three-sixteenths 
(3/16) inch thick. 


NURSING HOME: A building, or part thereof, used for the lodging. 
boarding and nursing care, on a 24-hour basis, of 4 or more persons 
who because of mental or physical incapacity, may be unable to pro- 
vide for their own needs and safety without the assistance of another 
person. This includes nursing and convalescent homes, skilled 
nursing facilities, intermediate care facilities, and infirmaries or homes 
for the aged 


RESIDENTIAL CUSTODIAL CARE FACILITY: A building, or part 
thereof, used for the lodging or board of 4 or more persons who are in- 
capable of self-preservation because of age, or physical or mental lim- 
itation This includes facilities such as homes for the aged, nurseries 
(custodial care for children under 6 years of age), and mentally re- 
tarded care institutions. Day care facilities. such as those that do not 
Provide lodging or boarding for institutional occupancy or occupants 
are not covered by this definition. 


SHELTERED CARE FACILITY: A home equipped with only facilities 
to care for ambulatory persons who are in need of no specialized 
nursing service. with service limited to board and supervision 


TENT: A collapsible structure of wood or metal frame construction with 
approved covering, free standing and structured to withstand wind 
pressure of ten (10) pounds per square foot. 


Delete section 203.1 of the BOCA Code and substitute the following: 


203.1 GENERAL: All buildings and structures, or parts thereof, shall 
be classified in the assembly (A) use group which are used or designed 
for places of assembly as defined in this code, Assembly type uses with 
a total occupancy load less than fifty (50), except those licensed forthe 
sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises, shall be 
ciassified as use group B (business). 


es 
Artiele 3 GENERAL BUILDING LIMITATIONS 
Delete Section 301.2 of the BOCA Code and substitute the following: 


301.2FIRELIMITS: Thefirelimitsshallcomprise the areas containing 
congested business, commercial, manufacturing and industrial uses or 
in which such uses are developing. Any local community, in accord- 
ance with Sections 101.3.and 108.16, may enact ordinances defining the 
areas to be designated as within the fire limits and said communities 
may amend such ordinances regarding designated areas at any time. 

For reference purposes only, the following designated Fire Limit 
Areas for the cities of Newport, Pawtucket, Providence and Woon- 
socket are as follows: Consult local authorities for amendments 
thereto. 


CITY OF NEWPORT LIMITS: 


FIRE LIMIT #1 (Section ‘A’) shall include all buildings or properties 
within, or abutting on, the following boundaries: 


Beginning at a point in the harbor line opposite West Extension 
St. to, and in a southerly direction, a point at Wellington Ave. at the 
intersection of Marchant St., then easterly along Wellington Ave. to 
Thames St., south on Thames St. to Narragansett Ave., east on Nar- 
ragansett Ave. to Spring St., along Broadway to Equality Park Place, 
to West Broadway, along West Broadway to Marlborough St., along 
Marlborough St. to Farewell St., along Farewell St. to North Baptist 
St., along North Baptist St. to Thames St., along Thames to Bridge 
St., along Bridge St. to the harbor line, along the harbor line to the 
place of beginning. 


Exemptions. The following properties, having been exempted 
from the Fire Limit ‘A’ by Ordiances, shall’ be retained; thus ex- 


empting said properties from the confines of (Section ‘A’) of Fire 
Limit #1. 


EXEMPTIONS FROM FIRE LIMIT #1 (A) 


Date Plat Lot Building 

2/ 2/55 24 196 Honyman Hall 

3/13/57 17 154 White Horse Ravern 
12/11/57 21 20-202 United Baptist Church 
11/25/59 17 150 12 Marlborough Street 
12/ 8/65 32 253 9 Lee’s Wharf 
10/13/66 24 229 35 Mill Street 
12/ 7/66 17 335 Housing Auth. Farewell St. 


11/27/68 24 226 Spring St. s.w. cor, Mill St. 


8/27/69 24 84 95 Spring Street 
8/27/69 24 258 34 Pelham Street 
9/24/69 24 246 Bowen’‘s Wharf 

11/26/69 24 312 21 Church Street 
6/14/72 17 75-76-77 Thames St. to Bridge St. to 

Cozzens Ct. 

11/ 8/72 16 77-78 68-70 Bridge Street 
1/31/73 24 227-227-278 Candy Store W. Pelham St. 
2/27/74 24 339 part C.1.C. Newport Associates 
5/11/74 24 276 Port O’Cal! Floating structure 
6/12/74 16 235 Newport Shipyard Washington St. 
6/12/74 17 267 57-59 Thames Street 
6/12/74 27 187 Dennison Street 

10/ 9/74 27 209 21 Green Street 

4/23/75 24 339 part Long Wharf Mall & Thames St. 
5/14/75 24 288 41-43 Mill Street 

10/ 8/75 16 68 90 Bridge Street 

12/23/75 16 141 Leo's - rear Long Wharf 
3/10/76 32 50 444 Thames Street 
3/10/76 24 356 W. Pelham St. n.w. cor. 

America’s Cup Ave. 
4/14/76 16 235 Washington St. 
4/28/16 27 86 243 Spring Street n.w. cor. 


Memorial Blvd. West. 


Fire Limit #1 (Section ‘B’) shall include all buildings or properties 
abutting on the following line: 


Starting at the intersection of Bowery St. and East Bowery St. 
with Bellevue Avenue, proceed north on Bellevue Avenue to the in- 
tersection of Bellevue Avenue, Kay Street and Touro Street. 


CITY OF PAWTUCKET FIRE LIMITS: 


Fire Limit #1 shall comprise that point of the city within the 
following boundaries; beginning at the intersection of the center line 
of broad street and the Central Falls City line; fence easterly along 
the Central Falls city Line to its intersection with the center line of 
the Blackstone River; fence southerly along the center line of the 
Blackstone River and continuing southerly along the central line of 
the Pawtucket River to its intersection with the center line of inter- 
state Route 95; fence westerly along the center line of interstate route 
95 to its intersection with the Westerly line of George Street; fence 
northerly along the Westerly line of George Street to its intersection 
with the centra! line of Harrison Street; fence westerly along the cen- 


ter line of Harrison street to its intersection with the center line of 
Garden Street: fence northerly along the central line of Garden Street 
to its intersection with the center line of Main Street; fence South 
Westerly along the center line of Main Street to its intersection with 
the center line of Mineral Spring Avenue; fence westerly along the 
center line of Mineral Spring Avenue to its intersection with the cen 
ter line of Conant Street; fence north westerly along the center line 
of Conant Street to its intersection with the center line of the main 
tracks of the Penn Central Railroad Company; fence north easterly 
along the center line of said main tracks to its intersection with the 
center line of Broad Street; fence northerly along the center line of 
Broad Street: fence northerly along the center line of Broad Street 
to its intersection with Central Falls city Line; the point of beginning. 


CITY OF PROVIDENCE FIRE LIMITS: 


Beginning at the harbor of the westerly side of the Providence 
river at a point where the city line intersects the harbor line, thence 
along the city line westerly to Montgomery Avenue, Montgomery 
Avenue to Michigan Avenue, Michigan Avenue to New York Avenue, 
easterly along New York Avenue to its terminus, thence northerly a- 
long a line crossing the easterly termini of Carolina Avenue, Georgia 
Avenue, Toronto Avenue and Chapman Street, Chapman Street to 
Allens Avenue, Allens Avenue to Georgia Avenue, Georgia Avenue 
to Eddy Street, Eddy Street to Byfield Street, thence easterly along 
the projected line of Byfield Street to the centeriine of the property 
of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company (Har- 
bor Junction Branch), thence northwesterly along said centerline to 
the intersection of Thurbers Avenue with the projected line of Poe 
Street thence along the projected line of Poe Street and along Poe 
Street to Public Street, Public Street to Eddy Street, Eddy Street to 
Willard Avenue, Willard Avenue to Plain Street, Plain Street to Elm 
Street, Elm Street to Bassett Street, Bassett Street to Claverick Street, 
Claverick Street to Friendship Street, Friendship Street to Beacon 
Avenue, Beacon Avenue to Pine Street, Pine Street to Lockwood 
Street, Lockwood Street to Hayward Street, Hayward Street to Lin- 
den Street, Linden Street to Broad Street, Broad Street to Major 
Street, Major Street to Central Street, Central Street to the projected 
lineof A Street, thence along the projected line of A Street and along 
A Street to Lester Street, Lester Street to Knight Street, Knight 
Street to Westminster Street, Westminster Street to Courtland Street, 
Courtland Street to Carpenter Street, Carpenter Street to Dean Street, 
Dean Street to Broadway, Broadway to Bradford Street Bradford 
Street to Cedar Street, Cedar Street to Dean Street, Dean Street to 
West Exchange Street, West Exchange Street to Atwells Avenue, 
Atwells Avenue to Harris Avenue, Harris Avenue to Delaine Street, 


along the projected line of Delaine Street to the centerline of th. 
property of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Com 

pany, thence southerly along the centerline of the right-of way of the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company to the pro: 
jected line of Earl Street, thence along Earl Street to Elmwood 

Avenue, Elmwood Avenue to Thackery Street, Thackery Street to 
Melrose Street, Melrose Street to Sackett Street, Sackett Street to 
Hamitlon Street, thence southerly along the projected line of 
Hamitlon Street to the centerline of the property of the New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company (Harbor Junction 
Branch), thence southerly to the city line and northerly along the 
centerline of the main line of the New York, New Haven and Hartford 
Railroad Company property to Roger Williams Avenue, Roger 
Williams Avenue to Narragansett Avenue, to Reservoir Avenue, across 
Reservoir Avenue to Downing Street, Downing Street to Adelaide 
Avenue, Adelaide Avenue to Mashapaug Pond, thence northerly along 
the easterly boundry of Mashapaug Pond to the projected line of 
Carter Street. thence to the centerline of the property of the New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, thence northerly 
along the centerline of the property of the New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad Company to Union Avenue, thence along 
Union Avenue to the westerly boundry of the property of the New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, thence northerly 
along said boundry to Sterling Avenue, Sterling Avenue to the pro- 
jected line of Huldah Street, the projected line of Huldah Street to 
Huldah Street to Magnolia Street, Magnolia Street to the centerline of 
the property of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company (Pascoag Branch), thence along said centerline of the pro- 
jected line of Eastwood Avenue, thence westerly along Eastwood 
Avenue to Heath Street, Heath Street to Hartford Avenue, Hartford 
Avenue to Privet Street, Privet Street to City View Parkway, City 
View Parkway to Dolphin Street, thence northwesterly along the pro- 
jected line of Dolphin Street to the point of intersection with the pro- 
jected line of Bosworth Street to the centerline of the property of the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company (Pascoag 
Branch), thence along said centerline to the projected line of Salmon 

Street, thence along the projected line of Salmon Street and along 
Salmon Street to King Street, King Street to Sheridan Street, Sheri 

dan Street to Aleppo Street, Aleppo Street to Bosworth Street, Bos: 
worth Street to Manton Avenue, Manton Avenue to Delaine Street, 
Delaine Street to the Woonasquatucket River, the Woonasquatucket 
River to the projected line of Cutler Street, thence along the projec: 
ted line of Cutler Street to Barstow Street, Barstow Street to Valley 
Street, Valley Street to Harold Street to Prescott Street, Prescott 
Street to Wolcott Street, Wolcott Street to Valley Street, Valley 
Street to West Park Street, West Park Street to Holden Street, Holden 


Street to Woodland Street, Woodland Street to Park Street, Park 
Street to Hayes Street, Hayes Street to Francis Street, Francis Street 
to Gaspee Street, Gaspee Street across Smith Street to the centerline 
of the property of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company, thence along said centerline to Orms Street to Douglas 
Avenue, Douglas Avenue to North Davis Street to Chalkstone Avenue, 
Chalkstone Avenue to Delhi Street, Delhi Street to Dan Street, Dan 
Street to Bush Street to Oregon Street, Oregon Street to Fillmore 
Street, Fillmore Street to Admiral Street, Admiral Street to Charles 
Street, Charles Street to Lombardi Street, Lombardi Street to Com- 
modore Street, Commodore Street to Silver Spring Street, Silver 
Spring Street to Smithfield Avenue, Smithfield Avenue to the City 
line, thence easterly along the city line to the Moshassuck River, 
thence southerly along the Moshassuck River to Smithfield Avenue, 
Smithfield Avenue to Branch Avenue, Branch Avenue to West River 
Street, West River Street to Burke Street, Burke Street to Erin Street, 
Erin Street to Elk Street, Elk Street to West River Street, West River 
Street to Cross Street, Cross Street to Charles Street, Charles Street 
to Nicholas Street to Livingston Street to Printery Street, Printery 
Street to Dryden Lane, Dryden Lane to Branch Avenue, Branch 
Avenue to North Main Street, North Main Street to Cemetery Street, 
Cemetery Street to Nashua Street, Nashua Street to White Street, 
White Street to Collyer Street, Collyer Street to the city line, thence 
easterly along the city line across North Main Street to Hillside 
Avenue, thence easterly along Hillside Avene for a distance of one- 
hundred (100) feet, thence southerly along a line parallel! with and 
one-hundred (100) feet easterly from the easterly side of North Main 
Street and Captain J. Carleton Davis Boulevard to Burr’s Lane, Burr’s 
Lane to Benefit Street, Benefit Street to Tockwotton Street, Tock: 
wotton Street to George M. Cohan Boulevard, George M. Cohan 
Boulevard, to the harbor line of the Seekonk River and the continua- 
tion of the same to the Providence River at Fox Point, thence along 
the easterly harbor line of the Providence River to its northerly 
terminus at the Crawford Street Bridge, thence along the Crawford 
Street Bridge to the westerly harbor line of the Providence River, 


thence along the westerly harbor line of the Providence River to said 
place of beginning. 


The beginning at a point at the intersection of the southeasterly 
line of Cranston Street and the northerly line of Huntington Avenue; 


thence, running southereasterly along the northerly line of 
Cranston Street and the northerly line of Huntington Avenue three 
thousand and ten (3,010) feet, more or less, to an intersection of said 


northerly line of Huntington Avenue with the easterly line of 
Mashapaug Street: 


thence, running generally southerly crossing Huntington Avenue 
to an intersection of the southerly line of Huntington Avenue on the 
southeasterly line of Lot 2 of Assessor's Plat 43; 


thence, turning and running southwesterly along the said south- 
easterly line of Lot 2 and across the New York, New Haven, and 
Hartford Railroad Right-of-Way one hundred forty-five (145) feet, 
more or less, to a point on the southwesterly line of said New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Right-of-Way, said line being the 
northeasterly line of Lot 147 on Assessor's Plat 51; 


thence, turning and running generally southeast along the south- 
westerly line of said New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Right-of-Way to the point of intersection of said southwesterly line 
with the southerly line of said Lot 147; 


thence, turning and running westerly along the said southerly line 
of Lot 147 and continuing along the southerly line of lot 146 of said 
Assessor's Plat 51 five hundred and fifty-five (555) feet, more or 
less, to the point of intersection of said southerly line of Lot 146 with 
the westerly line of said Lot 146; 


thence, turning and running northerly along the westerly line of 
said Lot 146 two hundred twenty-five (225) feet, more or less, to the 
point of intersection of said westerly line with the southeasterly 
line of Lot 148 of Assessor’s Plat 51, said southeasterly line of Lot 
148 being the centerline of Mashapaug Pond; 


thence, turning and running generally south along the southeast- 
erly line of said Lot 148 and continuing along the centerline of said 
Mashapaug Pond to the point of intersection of said centerline with 
the easterly prolongation of the southeasterly line of Lot 261 of 
Assessor's Plat 126; 


thence, turning and running southwesterly along the said easterly 
prolongation of the southeasterly line of Lot 261 seven hundred and 
forty-five (745) feet, more or less, to the point of intersection of said 
southeasterly line of Lot 261 with the westerly shoreline of said 
Mashapaug Pond; 


thence, running southwesterly along the southeasterly line of Lot 
261 and Lot 250 of said Assessor's Plat 126 one hundred fifty-five 
(155) feet, more or less, to a point on the northeasterly line of Lake- 
view Drive; 


thence, turning and running southeasterly along the said north- 
easterly line of Lakeview Drive two hundred thirty-five (235) feet, 


more or less, to the point of intersection of said northeasterly line of 
Lakeview Drive with the prolongation of the southerly line of 
Swanton Street: 


thence, turning and running westerly along the said southerly 
line of Swanton Street four hundred thirty (430) feet, more or less, 
to the point of intersection of the said southerly line of Swanton 
Street with the westerly line of Niantic Avenue; 


thence, turning and running northerly along the said westerly line 
of Niantic Avenue four thousand three hundred fifty (4,350) feet, 
more or less, to the intersection of the prolongation of the said 
westerly line of Niantic Avenue to the northwesterly line of Cranston 
Street; 


thence, turning and running northeasterly along the said north- 
westerly line of Cranston Street ninety-five (95) feet, more or less, 
to the intersection of the said northwesterly line of Cranston Street 
and the southwesterly line of Lot 316 of Assessor's Plat 42; 


thence, turning and running northwesterly along the south- 
westerly line of said Lot 316 eighty-seven (87) feet, more or less, to a 
point; 


thence, turning and running northeasterly along the northwesterly 
line of said Lot 316 and Lot 422 of said Assessor’s Plat 42 eighty- 
eight (88) feet, more or less, to a point; 


thence, turning and running southeasterly along the northeasterly 
line of said Lot 422 forty-seven (47) feet, more or less, to a point; 


thence, turning and running northeasterly along the northwesterly 
line of Lot 421 and said Assessor's Plat 42 forty (40) feet, more or 
less, to a point; 


__ thence, turning and running southeasterly along the northeasterly 
line of said Lot 421 seventy-eight (78) feet, more or less, to a point on 
the northwesterly line of said Cranston Street; 


thence, turning and running easterly across said Cranston Street 
one hundred (100) feet, more or less, to the point and place of 
beginning. 


Also, beginning at a point, said point being in the southerly street 
line of Doyle Avenue in the City of Providence, said point also being 
sixty-four and ninety-five one hundredths (64.95) feet North eighty- 


nine degrees, twenty-eight minutes and eight seconds East (N 89° 28’ 
08" E) from the Point of Intersection of the easterly street line of 
Captain J. Carleton Davis Memorial Boulevard in the City of Provi- 
dence and the southerly street line of Doyle Avenue so-called; 


thence, North eighty nine degrees, twenty-eight minutes and eight 
second East (89° 28' 08” E) along the southerly street line of Doyle 
Avenue so-called, two hundred sixteen and eighty-eight one-hundred 
ths (216.88) feet in a straight line to a point, said point being in the 
southerly street line of Doyle Avenue so-called; 


thence, South nine degrees, fifty-three minutes and one second 
East (S 9° 53’ 1’ E) seven hundred sixty-five and twenty-seven one 
hundredths (765.27) feet in a straight line to a point; 


thence, South eighty degrees, six minutes and fifty-nine seconds 
West (s 80° 06’ 59” W) five hundred fifty-one and eighty-nine one- 
hundredths (551.89) feet in a straight line to a point, said point being 
in the easterly street line of Captain J. Carleton Davis Memorial 
Boulevard so-called; 


said point also being on a circular curve with a radius of two 
thousand, two hundred five and ninety-five one-hundredths (2,205.95) 
feet and twenty-five and no one-hundredths (25.00) feet northerly 
from the Point of Curvature of said circular curve: 


thence, northeasterly one hundred seventy-four and eighty-five 
one-hundredths (174.85) feet along said circular curve to a point, said 
point being the Point of Tangency of said circular curve, said point 
aiso being in the easterly street line of Captain J. Carleton Davis 
Memoria! Boulevard so-called; 


thence, North eight degrees, fifty-six minutes and sixteen 
seconds East (N 8° 56’ 16” E) along the aforementioned street line 
five hundred seventy-six and five one-hundredths (576.05) feet in a 
straight line to a point, said point being in the easterly street line of 
Captain J. Carleton Davis Memorial Boulevard so-called; 


thence, North eleven degrees, nineteen minutes and thirty-six 
seconds East (N 11° 19’ 36” E) along the aforementioned street line 
forty and forty-four one-hundredths (40.44) feet in a straight line to 
a point, said point being in the easterly street line of Captain J. 
Carleton Davis Memoria! Boulevard so-called; 


said point also being the Point of Curvature of a circular curve 


having a radius of eighty and no one-hundredths (80.00 ) feet; 


thence, northeasterly and easterly along the arc of the afore- 
mentioned circular curve one hundred three and eleven one-hun- 
dredths (103.11) feet to a point; 


said point being the Point of Tangency of aforementioned cir 
cular curve, said point also being in the southerly street line of Doyle 
Avenue so-called, said point along being the point of beginning. 


Beginning at the intersection of Branch Avenue and West River 
Streets, thence running southerly on River Streets to Cross Street, 
Cross Street to Charles Street, Charles Street to Nichols Street to 
Livingston Street to Printery Street, Printery Street to Dryden Lane, 
Dryden Lane to Branch Avenue, Branch Avenue to intersection of 
West River Street, and the Point of Beginning. 


The following areas are deleted from the First Fire Limits: 


Beginning at the intersection of the center line of South Main 
Street and the center line of Power Street. 


‘thence, running northeasterly along the center line of Power 


Street to the intersection of the center line of Power Street and Well 
Street. 


thence, running southeasterly along Well Street to the property 


line of land now or formerly of Richard D. Godfrey, et. ux. (lot 
89A.P. 16) 


thence, running northeasterly along said property line and the 
property line of lot #92 now or formerly of the Providence Re- 
development Agency, to the point being the northeasterly most corner 
of lot #92 and the southwesterly boundaries of lot 90. 


thence, running southeasterly along the property line of said lot 
90 now or formerly of Banice M. Webber and lot 91 now or formerly” 
of Wayside Realty Company, to a point, said point being the north: 


easterly corner of lot #93 now or formerly of the Providence Re- 
development Agency. 


thence, running southwesterly along the property line of lot #93” 
to a point being the northeasterly most corner of lot #94 now or 
formerly of the Providence Redevelopment Agency. 


thence, running southeasterly to a point, point being the easterly 
most corner of lot 94 now or formerly of the Providence Redevelop. 
ment Agency. 


thence, running northeasterly to the northerly most corner of lot 
99 now or formerly of the Providence Redevelopment Agency. 


thence, running southeasterly along the northeasterly line of lot 
99 to the center line of Williams Street. 


thence, running southwesterly along the center line of Williams 
Street to a point, said point being the intersection of the north 
easterly line of Lot #563 and Lot #570 both now or formerly of the 
Providence Redevelopment Agency. 


thence, running northeasterly to a point. 


thence, running southeasterly along the property line of lot 570, 
crossing James Street and continuing southeasterly along the property 
line of lot #112, now or formerly of the Providence Redevelopment 
Agency to a point. 


thence, running northeasterly along the property line of lot 
#184 and lots 113 & 114 toa point, said point being the intersection 
of the northwesterly most corner of lot 507, now or formerly of 
Joaquin Pires. 


thence, running southeasterly along the property line of lot 184, 
now or formerly of Providence Redevelopment Agency, to a center 
line of Transit Street. 


thence, running southwesterly along the center line of Transit 
Street to the center line of South Main Street. 

thence, running northwesterly along the center line of South Main 
Street to an intersection of the center line of Power Street and the 
center line of South Main Street, said point being the point and place 
of beginning. 

All lots contained are in Assessor's Plat 16. 


Beginning at a point of tangency in the westerly line of Benefit 
Street at the intersection of Benefit Street and North Main Street. 


thence, running S 0°-15’-55” bounded easterly by said Benefit 


Street, a distance of one hundred fifty-five and two hundreths (155.02) 
feet a point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 899-25'-00" and running 
N 89°.40'-55’" W bounded southerly by land now or formerly of 
Raymond P. Young Sr. and Mary L. Young, a distance of thirty-nine 
and fifty hundreths (39.50) feet to a point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 270°-35'.00" and running 
S 0°.15'-55" E bounded easterly by land now or formerly of said 
Raymond P. Young Sr. and Mary L, Young, a distance of thirty-six 
and forty-four hundreths (36.44) feet to a point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 919-33’-47” and running 
S 889-10'-18’° W bounced southerly by land now or formerly of 
Aetna Realty Co., a distance of seven and thirty-two hundreths 
(7,32) feet to a point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 249°-42’.48” and running 
S 18°.27'-30’' W bounded easterly by land now or formerly of said 
Aetna Realty Co., a distance of forty-two and ninety hundreths 
(42.90) feet to a point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 102°-02'-47" and running 
N 83°-35'-17"" W bounded southerly by land now or formerly of 
Christino DiMonteiro and wife Mollie a distance of two and twenty- 
eight hundreths (2.28) feet to a point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 270°-36'-37" and running 
N 5°.48’.6’" W bounded easterly by land now or formerly of said’ 
Christino DiMonteiro and wife Mollie a distance of thirty-six and 
forty-three hundreths (36.43) feet to a point: 


thence, turning an interior angle of 2699-18'-05" and running 
S 83°-29'.59” E bounded northerly by land now or formerly of said 
Christino DiMonteiro and wife Mollie a distance of four and seventy- 
one hundreths (4.71) feet to a point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 80°-00’-21" and running 
S 16°-29'-40" W bounded easterly by land now or formerly of 
William D. Warner and Sunny B. Warner, a distance of eighteen and 
thirty-three hundreths (18.33) feet to an angle point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 186°9-52'-02” and running 
S 9°.37'-38'' W bounded easterly by land now or formerly of said 
William D. Warner and Sunny B. Warner, a distance of fourteen and 


twenty-four hundreths (14.24) feet toa point, 


thence, turning an interior angle of 949 17°10" and running 
N 849.39'-32" W bounded southerly by land now or formerly of 
said William D. Warner and Sunny B. Warner, a distance of twenty- 
eight and sixty-four hundreths (28.64) feet to a point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 278°-21'-36" and running 
S 39-01'-08" E bounded by land now or formerly of said William D. 
Warner and Sunny B. Warner, a distance of forty-four and four hun- 
dreths (44.04) feet to an angle point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 2579-31'-17" and running 
S 80°-32'-25” E bounded northerly by land now or formerly of said 
William D. Warner and Sunny B. Warner, a distance of forty-four 
hundreths (0.44) feet to a point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 102°-14'-03’' and running 
S 2°.46'-28’"’ E bounded easterly by land now or formerly of said 
William D. Warner and Sunny B. Warner, a distance of one hundred 
and seventy-five hundreths (100.75) feet to an angle point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 1769-51'-04" and running 
S 0°-22'.28" W bounded by land nowor formerly of Ford Realty Co., 
a distance of fifty-five and fourteen hundreths (55.14) feet to an 
angle point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 1859-58-31" and running 
S 5°.36'-03’ E bounded easterly by land now or formerly of said Ford 
Realty Co., a distance of sixty-seven and eighty-six hundreths (67.86) 
feet to a point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 263°-28'-15"' and running 
S 89°.04'-18" E bounded northerly by land now or formerly of said 
Ford Realty Co., a distance of one hundred fifteen and fifty-nine 
hundreths (115.59) feet to the westerly line of said Benefit Street; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 105° -59'-35" and running 
S 15°-03'-53” E bounded easterly by said Benefit Street, a distance 
of fifty-seven and seventeen hundreths (57.17) feet to a point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 769-35'-36" and running 
S 88°-20'-31"" W bounded southerly by land now or formerly of Hill 
Realty Company, a distance of eighty-three and twenty-nine (83.29) 
feat to a point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 285°-27'-00" and running 
S 17°-06'-29" E bounded easterly by land now or formerly of said Hill 
Realty Company, a distance of seventy-two and seven hundreths 
(72.07) feet to a point: 


thence, turning an interior angle of 86°-20'-16" and running 
S 76°-33'-15" W bounded southerly by land now or formerly of Robert 
H Goff, and Nelia W. Goff, a distance of two (2.00) feet to a point; 


thence, turning an interior angle of 270°-00'-00" and running 
S 13°-26'-45" E bounded easterly by land nowor formerly of said Robert 
H. Goff and Nelia W. Goff and land now or formerly of Clarke Simonds 
and Mary V. Simonds, a distance of seventy-one and eighty-three 
hundreths (71.83) feet to a point: 


thence, turning an interior angle of 84°-05'-52” and running 
S 82°-27'-23”" W bounded southerly by land now or fomerly of Joaquin 
Santos and Mary Santos and land now or formerly of the Diocese of 
Rhode Island and other land now or formerly of Joaquin Santos and 
Mary Santos and land now orformerly of Samuel C. Ressand Mildred K. 
Ress a distance of one hundred twenty-three and thirty-six hundreths 
(123.36) feet to a point: 


thence, turning an interior angle of 270°-54'-56” and running 
S$ 8° -27'-33" E bounded easterly by land now or formerly of said Samuel 
C. Ress and Mildred K. Ress, a distance of seventy-eight and twenty- 
four hundreths (78.24) feet to the northerly line of Star Street; 


thence turning an interior angle of 89°-00'-53" and running 
S 82°-31'-34" W bounded northerly by said Star Street, a distance of 
fifty-five and seven hundreths (55.07) feet to a point of curvature; 


thence, along the arc of acircle curving to the right having a radius 
of fifteen (15.00) feet and a central angle of 99° -34'-08" bounded gen- 
erally southwesterly by Star and North Main Street, a distance of 
twenty-six and seven hundreths (26.07) feet to a point of tangency; 


thence, running N 2°-05'-42" E, bounded westerly by North Main 
Street a distance of three hundred seventy-five and two hundreths 
(375.02) feet to a point of curvature; 


thence, along the arc of a circle curving to theright having aradius 
of five hundred (500,00) feetand acentral angle of 18°-21'-01" bounded 
westerly by North Main Street, adistance of one hundred sixty and four- 
teen hundreths (160.14) feet to a point of tangency. 


thence, along the arc of acircle curving to the right having aradius 
of nine and eleven hundreths (9.11) feetand acentralangle of 159°-17'- 
22” bounded generally northerly by North Main Street and Benefit 


Street, a distance of twenty-five and thirty-two hundreths (25.32) feeta 
point of tangency at the point and place of beginning. 


The above described tract contains Seay -five thousand eight 
(75,008) square feet, more or less. 


All lots contained are in Assessor's Plat 3. 
CITY OF WOONSOCKET FIRE LIMITS: 


The areas of such fire limits in Woonsocket are described on ‘Zoning 
Map, 1971, Woonsocket, A.1." and all amendments thereto as all com- 
mercial (C-1, C-2, C-3, C-4) and industrial I-1, 1-2) zones. 


Add the following Subsections to BOCA 307.0 


307.5 TWO STORY BUILDINGS: In type 2 construction the area of 
buildings of use groups B,F,M and §S not including high hazard uses. 
which do not exceed two stories or 85 feet in height shall not be limited: 
provided the exitway facilities comply with the provisions of Article 6, 
an automatic fire suppression system is provided complying with the 
provisions of Section 1202.0 and is supervised in accordance with 
Part 1 of Section'1218.1 and has a flow alarm device connected to an 
approved central station system, proprietary system or remote 
station system of the jurisdiction, and the building is isolated as speci- 
fied in Section 307.2. 


NOTE: Basements or cellars are prohibited in two (2) story building 
when utilizing the provisions of Section 307.5. Mezzanines or bal- 
conies shal! be limited in area to a maximum of ten thousand (10,000) 
square feet. All mezzanines or balconies over three thousand (3000) 
square feet shall have two (2) stairways for exiting purpose. 


307.5.1 SMOKE CONTROL: Natural or mechanical ventilation for the 
removal of products of combustion shall be provided in every story 
and shall consist of one of the methods described in Section 431.7. 


307.5.2 INTERIOR STANDPIPES: Two story unlimited area buildings 
of Type 2 construction shall be provided with approved hydrau- 
lically calculated or four (4) inch interior standpipes located and in- 
stalled in accordance with the requirements of Article 12. 


307.5.3 ALARM SYSTEMS: Two story unlimited area buildings shall 
be provided with an audible and visual alarm system that will sound 
upon water flow of the fire suppression system or activation of manual 
pull stations installed in accordance with Section 1217.0. 


Amend Section 314 0 as follows: 
SECTION 314.0 TEMPORARY STRUCTURES 


314.1 GENERAL: Pursuant to a variance granted by the Board of 
Appeals under tne provisions of Section 127.0, the building official 
may issue a permit for temporary construction as approved by the 
Board of Appeals. Such permits shall be limited as to time of service, 
but such temporary construction shall not be permitted for more than 
one (1) year. 


The Building Official may issue permits for temporary construction, 
limited to buildings of less than two hundred (200) square feet. Such 
permits shall be limited as to time of service but no such construction 
shall be permitted to remain in place for more than one (1) year 


314.2 SPECIAL APPROVAL: All temporary construction, when in- 
tended to be occupied by the owner, employee or the general public 
shall conform to structural strength, fire safety. means of egress, light 
ventilation and sanitary requirements of the Code necessary to insure 
the public health, safety and general welfare. 


314.3 TERMINATION OF APPROVAL: The Building Official is hereby 
authorized to terminate such special approval and to order demolition 
of any such construction at his descretion. 


314.4 LOCATION: Any temporary structure located within the fire 
limits shall have exterior wall fireresistant ratings in accordance with 
Table 302 of this code. 


SECTION 315.0 through 315.12: Physically Handicapped and Aged 
are deleted in its entirety and the following provisions are substituted: 


SECTION 315.0 PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED AND AGED 


315.1 WHERE REQUIRED: Theprovisionsfor providingaccessibility 
to buildings and facilities shall be as prescribed in the committee's 
regulations SBC-7, dated November 1, 1981 entitled, Specifications 
for Making Buildings and Facilities Accessible to and Useable by 
Physically Handicapped People. 


315.2 HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY 


315.2.1 INDEPENDENT ELECTRICAL GENERATING SYSTEM: All 
new construction or substantial rehabilitation of housing for the elderly 
shall contain an independent generating system for electrical power 
meeting the requirements of this Code, which shall be sufficient to 
maintain the operation of the housing for the elderly for a period of at 
least forty-eight hours in the event of a disruption of electrical power, 
including the following items: 

(1) Emergency lighting meeting the requirements of Chapter 
23-28.24 of the General Laws; 

(2) Automatic fire alarm system meeting the requirements of 
chapter 23-28 of the General laws; 

(3) Heating system, including boilers, pumps and controls for all 


dwelling units and common areas meeting the requirements of Article 
11 of this Code; 


Exception: Electric heating within dwelling units shall not be 
connected to the emergency generator 


(4) At least one elevator if the structure is equipped with elevators, 

(5) Kitchen equipment including refrigeration, cooking, ventilation 
and other equipment meeting the requirements of this Code in all 
community areas; and 

(6) Artificial lighting heat, and ventilation meeting the require- 
ments of this Code in all community areas 


a 


Article 4 


SPECIAL USE AND OCCUPANCY REQUIREMENTS 


Change section 403.1 Inspection’s to read as follows: 


403.1 Operation and Maintenance: All buildings and structures in- 
volving the use and handling of flammable liquids and gases and other 
hazardous uses shall be inspected by the local fire official, at his dis- 
cretion but not less than once annually. In respect to the operation 
equipment. housekeepiiig and general fire safety conditions and to 
determine proper firefighting procedure in the event of fire Such in- 
spection shall be made to insure compliance with the provisions of this 
code exclusive of structural requirements; standpipes, hydrant and 
fire suppression systems; fire-alarm, signaling and central! station 
alarm systems; conduct of fire drills and fire brigades; and all special 
fire extinguishing equipment in accordance with the rules and regula- 
tions of the administrative official. 


Delete BOCA Section 404.2, Certificate of Fitness and substitute the 
the following: 


404.2 CERTIFICATE OF FITNESS: The local municipality may develop 
rules and regulations pursuant to the issuance of Certificates of Fitness 
for the operator or supervisor of boilers and pressure vessels within the 
limitations set forth by said municipalities. Copies of said regulations 
and subsequent amendments shall be filed with the State Building 
Commissioner. j 


Amend Section 405.3.2. Existing Use Altered as follows. 


405.3.2, EXISTING USE ALTERED: When an existing building orstruc- 
ture heretofore usedasaplaceofpublicassemblyisalteredandthecost 
08 such alterationsis more than fifty (S0) per cent ofthe physical value of 
the building as defined in Section 106.5, all provisions of thiscoderelat- 
ing to new places of public assembly shall be complied with. When the 
cost of such alteration is less than fifty (50) percent of the physical value 
pf the building, such alterations shall comply as nearly asis practicable 
with the provisions of this code which govern the arrangementandcon- 
struction of seats, aisles, passageways, stage and appurtenant rooms, 
firefighting and extinguishing equipment and adequacy of means of 
egress. 


Amend Section 422 0 as follows. 
SECTION 422 TENTS, AIR SUPPORTED STRUCTURES 


422.1 CONSTRUCTION: Tents and air-supported structures shall 
be constructed as required by this Code and any applicable approved 
rules. 


422.2 PERMITS: A special temporary permit shall be secured from 
the building official for all such installation greater than 120 square 
feet in area. Tents and air-supported structures may be erected for a 
period not to exceed ninety (90) days. 


422.3 LOCATION: Tents and air-supported structures shall be 
located outside the fire limits unless an accessible, unoccupied open 
space is provided around the perimeter of the structure with a mini- 
mum width of twenty (20) feet. 


422.4 APPROVED TYPE: Tents and air-supported structures shall 
be of an approved type. The applicant for a special temporary permit 
hereunder shall submit evidence of the adequancy of the structure 
in accordance with Section 109.2 of this Code. 


422.5 FIRE PREVENTION: 


422.5.1 FLAMEPROOFING: A certificate shall be submitted by the 
manufacturer stating that the material used for any specific tent or 
air-supported structure has been tested by a nationally recognized 
laboratory and found to be permanently fireproof. No such certificate 
shall be acceptable for material which is more than three years old. 


422.5.2 COMBUSTIBLE MATERIAL: Combustible materials shall 
not be permitted under stands or seats at any time. 


422.5.3 COMBUSTIBLE TRASH: The area within and adjacent to 
tents and air supported structures shall be maintained clear of all grass 
ot underbrush which creates a fire hazard within a radius a fifty (50) 
feet of the structure and all combustible trash shall be removed from 
the tent or structure daily. 

Amend section 424.0 Mobile Units as follows: 

424.1 GENERAL: Mobile units, as defined in Section 201.0, shall be 
designed, constructed and maintained to be transported from one 
location to another and used with or without a permanent foundation. 
424.2 CONSTRUCTION: Residential mobile units shall be designed 
and constructed inaccordance with the provisions of the Departmentof 
Housing and Urban Development's Mobile Home Construction Stand- 
ards. All non-residential mobile units shall be designed and con- 
‘structed in accordance with the provisions of this code andregulation 
SBC-14, dated November 1, 1981, Manufactured Buildings and Build- 
ing Components, whether used with or without permanent founda- 
tions. 

431.0 HIGH RISE STRUCTURES 

Amend section 431.2 Maintenance and inspection as follows: 


431.2 MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTIONS: All fire protection sys- 
tems shall be maintained in an operative condition atall times and shall 


be periodically inspected and tested in accordance with the State Fire 
Safety Code. Maintenance inspection records shall be kept available 
for inspection. 


Amend Section 431.3 as follows: 


431.3 OPTIONS: All buildings and structures shall be provided with 
either an approved automatic fire suppression system or safe areas 
of refuge (compartmentation) in accordance with the following 
Exception: Type R-1 Residential use buildings or structures are not 
allowed the option for compartmentation. 


Delete Sections 431.3.1 (2), 431.3.1 (3) and 431.11 without substitution 
Amend Section 431.3.2 (6) as follows: 


6. Amanual fire alarm system (pull boxes) shall beinstalledinaccord- 
ance with the provisions of the State Fire Safety Code. 


Delete the provision of sections 431.4, 431.5 and 431.6 and substitute 
the following: 

431.4 Smoke Detection Systems: See the provisions of the State Fire 
Safety Code section 23-28.25-12. 

431.5 ALARM AND COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS: See the pro- 
visions of the State Fire Safety Code section 23-28.25-12. 


431.6 CENTRAL CONTROL STATION: See the provisions of the 
State Fire Safety Code section 23-28.25-12. 


Delete subsection 431.8 Elevators and substitute the following: 


431.8 ELEVATORS: Elevators operation and installation shall be in 
accordance with Article 16 and the rules and regulations promulgated 
and enforced by the Rhode Island Department of Labor. Division of 
Occupational Safety, Elevator Unit, and the following: 

1. At least one (1) elevator shall be provided for fire department emer- 
gency access to all floors. In compartmented buildings the elevator 
shal! be located in a smokeproof enclosure; or shall open into a lobhy 
(which may serve additional elevators) separated fram the remainder 
of the building by one (1) hour fireresistance rated construction. Said 
elevator cab shall be of such size as to accommodate an ambulance 
cot in its horizontal open position. 


433.0 COMMUNITY RESIDENCES: Theconstruction ofall buildings 
in the community residence use group shall comply with the pro- 
visions of Chapter 23-28.30. community residences of the State Fire 
Safety Code. 


Add the following Section to the Code: 


434.0 BOARDING HOMES FOR CHILDREN: The construction of 
all buildings for use as a boarding home for children under 16 years of 
age, shall comply with the requirements of the State Fire Safety Code. 
Sections 23-28 13-27 through 23-28 13-33 
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Article 5 


LIGHT AND VENTILATION 
Add the following Subsection: 


504.4 ARTIFICIAL LIGHTING SYSTEMS: Electric power for artificial 
lighting shall be limited in accordance with the criteria as specified in 
Rules and Regulations dated November 1, 1981, SBC-6, Code for 
Energy Conservation in New Building Construction. 
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Article 6 


MEANS OF EGRESS 


603 AIR CONDITIONED BUILDINGS 


Add the Following to BOCA Section 603.2 Exhaust Ducts: 


Products of combustion detectors shall be connected to the building 
fire alarm system in accordance with the State Fire Safety Code. 


Amend BOCA Sectior. $04.4.2. Appeal from exitway order, as follows: 


604.2.2 APPEAL FROM EXITWAY ORDER: Within seven (7) days 
after the service of the exitway order of the building official, the owner 
may file a written appeal therefrom in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 127.0. 


Amend BOCA Table 607 as follows: 


Table 607 
PERS OF Sohne ACCESS TRAVEL gE) 


Without fire With flee 


Use group suppressions ayatem suppression Syste 
Assembly 1 50 200 
Business 200 300 
Factory and industrial 200 300 
High hazard —— 75 
Institution 100 200 
Mercantile 100 150 
Residential 100 150 
Storage, low hazard 300 400 
Storage. moderate hazard 200 300 


Note: The maximum length of exitway access travel in 
one story unlimited area buildings shall be 400 feet 


609 NUMBER OF EXITWAYS 


Delete BOCA Section 609.3 Buildings with one exitway and substi- 
tute the following: 


609.3 BUILDINGS WITH ONE EXITWAY: Only one (1) exitway shall 
be required in buildings of the use group and characteristics specified 
in the following Table 609 and in the first story of Mercantile Use Group 
(M) buildings, twenty-five hundred (2,500) square feet or less in area, 
with an occupancy load not exceeding fifty (50) persons on the first 
story. 


Table 609 
BUILDINGS WITH ONE EXITWAY 
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Characteristics of the Building 


Min fire- ‘Min fire- 
Max exit- resistance resistance 
way access rating rating 
Max height travel of exitway ofopening 
Use group above: Size distance enclosure protection 
R-2 2 stories 4 dwelling 50 ft 1 hour 1 hour 
(Residential units per 
multi-family floor 
Bi2) 2 stories 2500 sq 75 ft 1 hour 1 hour 
(Business) ft. per 
floor 
Note: 


4. Areas complying with definition for basements shall not be counted as a story. 
2. Provide emergency means of egress from thesecond floorin the form ofawindow, 
a drop ladder and platform, or a rear door to grade. 


Add the following exception to Section 610.4.1: 


Exception: Patient room doors in use group “I” are exempt from the 
requirements of self closure devices. 


Add the following paragraph to Section 618.9.1 Operation of Ventilating 
Equipment: 


Products of combustion detectors specified in method 1 or 2 
above shall be connected to the building fire alarm in accordance with 
the State Fire Safety Code. 


618.9.6 FIRE PROTECTION INDICATOR PANEL. — A fire pro- 
tection indicator panel may be required and located as near as prac- 
tical inside the entrance to the smoke-proof tower stairshaft at grade. 
Said panel shall indicate the floor or floors having caused the alarm. 
Said panel shall have an overriding manual switch capable of deactiv- 
ating the ventilation equipment. This installation shall be inaccordance 
with the State Fire Safety Code, and shall be the state fire marshall’s 
authority for implementation, enforcement and inspection. 


Delete BOCA section 618.9.7 Fire Department Connection, and sub- 
stitute the following: 


618.9.7. FIRE DEPARTMENT CONNECTION: The fire protection 
indicator panel maybe required to have a direct connection to the fire 
department facilities. This fire department connection shall be made in 
accordance with the requirements of the State Fire Safety Code, and 
shall be the state fire marshal’s authority for implementation, enforce- 
ment and inspection. 
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Article 7 
STRUCTURAL AND FOUNDATION LOADS AND STRESSES 
Amend Section 705.4. Existing Live Load, as follows: 


705.4. EXISTING LIVE LOADS: When an existing building heretofore 
approved is altered or repaired within the limitations prescribed in Sec- 
tions 106.3 or 106.4 the structure may be designed for the loads and 
stresses applicable at the time of erection, provided the public safety 1s 
not endangered thereby. 


Delete BOCA Section 711.0 Snow Load and substitute the following: 
711.0 SNOW LOAD 


711.1 GENERAL: Where buildings and structures or parts thereof are 
required by this code to withstand Snow Loads, the following criteria 
shall be used. 


711.2 DESIGN SNOW LOAD: For purposes of Snow Load design the 
Snow Load to be used shall be 30 pounds per square foot 


711.3 DISTRIBUTION: For the purposes of Snow Load design. the 
Snow Load distribution and related Snow Load coefficients shall be 
determined from Figures 7-1, 7-2 and 7-3. 


To the BOCA Section 712.1 Wind Load design, add the following. 
SECTION 712.0 WIND LOAD 


712.1 DESIGN: All exposed structures or parts of structures shall be 
designed to resist the pressures due to wind in any direction, as pro- 
vided in Section 712.0 to 715.0 inclusive. The basic minimum wind 
speeds are shown in Figure 712.1 for the geographic location of the 
Structure. The minimum wind pressures correspondingtospecific wind 
speeds and heights are shown in Table 712.1. In all cases, the Wind 


Loads shall be considered as acting normal to the surfaces to whicn 
they apply These provisions do not apply to structures of unusual 
shape. exposure. or structural characteristics which would make them 
susceptible to unusual stresses. In such cases. special engineering in- 
vestigations are required 


Basic Wind Speed shall be (100) MPH for Zone 1 and( 110) MPH tor 
Zone 2 — illustrated on Figure 7-4. These speeds shall be used inlieuof 
Figure 712.1. 


Delete BOCA Section 716.0 Earthquake Load and substitute the fol- 
lowing: 


SECTION 716.0 EARTHQUAKE LOAD 


716.1 GENERAL. The provisions for Earthquake Design contained 
within Appendix L-101.0 of the Code are for reference only. The Com- 
mittee shall review annually the requirement for implementation of 
Earthquake Design within the State of Rhode Island. The Committee 
shall reserve the right to require the Earthquake Design for any Struc- 
ture. Structures which shall require Earthquake Design are as follows: 
Fire stations. hospitals, police stations, high hazard structures, andele- 
vated structures over 6 Stories or 75 feet in height. 


716.2 DESIGN CRITERIA: All structures requiring Earthquake pro- 
visions shall be designed for Zone 1. 


Delete BOCA Section 720.0 Bearing Value of Soils and substitute the 
following: 


SECTION 720.0 BEARING VALUE OF SOILS. All applications for per- 
mits for the construction of new buildings or structures, and for the al- 
teration of a permanent structure which require changes in foundation 
loads and distribution, shall be accompanied by astatement describing 
soil in all bearing strata including sufficient records and datato estab- 
lish their character, nature and load bearing capacity Such records 
shall be certified by a qualified registered professional engineer or 
architect. 


720.1 SATISFACTORY FOUNDATION MATERIALS: Satisfactory 
bearing strata to provide structural support shall! be considered to in- 
clude the foliowing, provided they are of a standard consistent with 
engineering application; natural strata of rock, gravel, sand. inorganic 
gilt, inorganic clay or combination of these materials. Compacted fills 
when designed and placed under the supervision of a qualified regis- 
tered professional engineer or architect and certified by him as meeting 
the design requirements may be accepted by the building official 
Other conditions of unsatisfactory bearing materials which are altered 
under the supervision of a qualified registered professional engineer 


orarchitect and certified by himas meeting the design requirement may 
be accepted by the building official. 


720.1.1 LOADING INTERACTION: Wherever bearing strata aresubject 
to interaction from other loadings or strata reactions, such conditions 
shall be incorporated in the evaluation of thedesign bearing capacity of 
the support strata. 


720.1.2 BEARING CAPACITY FOR LIGHT WEIGHT STRUCTURES: 
Light Weight Structures and accessory Structures such as garagesand 
sheds may be founded on normally unacceptable bearing strata pro- 
viding such material is certified by a qualified professional engineer or 
architect as being satisfactory for the intended use. 


720.1.3 PROTECTION OF BEARING STRATA: Bearing Strata which 
may be adversely affected by conditions within the structure, such as 
evaporation and shrinkage due to excess heat, shall be adequately 
protected. 


720.2 BEARING VALUE: The maximum pressure on soils under foun- 
dations shall not exceed values specified in Table 720 except when 
determined in accordance with the provisions of Section 722.0 orwhen 
modified by specific sections of this article. 


TABLE 720 


Presumptive Bearing Capacity of Foundation Materials 


Class of Material Tons per Sq. Foot’ 
1. Massive crystalline bedrock including granite, diorite, 
gneiss, trap rock, hard limestone and dolomite 60 
2. Foliated rock including limestone, schist and slate insound 
condition 40 
3. Sedimentary rock including hard shales, sandstones and 
thoroughly cemented conglomerates 20 
4. Soft or broken bedrock (excluding shale), and soft lime- 
stone 
5. Compacted, partially cemented gravels, and sand and 
Hardpan overlying rock 10 
6. Gravel, well-graded sand and gravel mixtures 6 
7. Loose gravel, compact coarse sand 4 
8. | Loose coarse sand and gravel mixtures and compact fine 
sand (confined) 2 
9g. Loose medium sand (confined) 1 
10 Loose finesand (tt) 
11. Hard Clay 4 
12. Medium stiff clay, stiff varved silt 2(t) 
13. Soft clay, soft broken shale 1(t) 


14. Soft inorganic silt, preloaded material shattered shale or 
any natural deposit of unusual character not provided for 


herein | (tt) 
15. Disturbed bed varved silt 0 
16. Compacted granular fill 2-5(tt) 


*The allowable bearing pressure given in this section or when deter- 
mined in accordance with the provisions of Section 722. will assurethat 
the soils will be stressed within limits thatliesafely below their strength. 
However, such allowable bearing pressure for classes 9 to 12, inclusive, 
do not assure that the settlements will be within tolerable limits for a 
given structure. 


t-Alternately, the allowable bearing pressure shall be computed from 
the unconfined compressive strength of undisturbed samples, and 
shall be taken at 1.50 times that strength for round and square foot- 
ings, and 1.25 times that strength for footings with length-width ratios 
of greater than four (4): for intermediate ratios interpolation may be 
used. 


tt - Value to be fixed by the building official in accordance with Sec- 
tions 722 and 723. 


720.2.1 CLASSIFICATION OF BEARING MATERIALS: The terms 
used in this section shall be interpreted in accordance with generally 
accepted engineering nomenclature. In addition, the following more 
specific definitions are used for bearing materials in the area 


(a) ROCKS : 

SHALE — a soft, fine-grained metamorphic rock of sedimentary 
origin. 

CONGLOMERATE — a hard, well-cemented metamorphic rock 
consisting of fragments ranging from sand to gravel and cobbles setin 
a fine-grained matrix (locally know as Puddingstone). 


(b) GRANULAR MATERIALS 

GRAVEL — a mixture of mineral grains at least seventy (70) per- 
cent (by weight) of which is retained on a No. 4 mesh sieve and pos- 
sessing no dry strength. 

SAND — a mixture of mineral grains at least seventy (70) per-cent 
(by weight) of which passes a No. 4 mesh sieve and which contains not 
more than fifteen (15) per-cent (by weight) passing a No. 200 mesh 
sieve. 

COARSE SAND — a sand at least fifty (50) per-cent (by weight) of 
which is retained on No. 20 mesh sieve. 

MEDIUM SAND — a sand at least fifty (50) per-cent (by weight) of 
which passes a No. 20 mesh sieve and at least fifty (50) persent (by 
weight) is retained on a No. 60 mesh sieve. 

FINE SAND — asandat least fifty (50) percent (by weight) of which 
passes a No. 80 mesh sieve. 

WELL-GRADED SAND AND GRAVEL — a mixture of mineral 
grains which contains between twenty-five (25) percent and seventy 
(70) percent (by weight) passing a No 4 mesh sieve, between ten (10) 
and forty (40) percent (by weight) passing a No. 20 meshsieve, andcon- 
taining not more than eight (8) percent (by weight) passing a No. 200 
mesh sieve. 


(c) COHESIVE MATERIALS 

GLACIAL TILL — a very dense, heterogeneous mixture ranging 
from very fine material to coarse gravel and boulders and generally 
lying over bedrock. It can be identified from geological evidence and 
from the very high penetration resistance encountered in earth boring 
and sampling operations. 

CLAY — a fine-grained, inorganic soil possessing sufficient dry 
event to form hard lumps which cannot readily be pulverized by the 

ingers. 

HARDCLAY — an inorganic clay requiring picking for removal. a 
fresh sample of which cannot be molded by pressure of the fingers. 

MEDIUM.CLAY — an inorganic clay which can be removed by 
spading, afresh sample of which can be molded by substantial pressure 
of the fingers. 


SOFT CLAY — an inorganic clay, fresh sample of which can be 
molded with slight pressure of the fingers. 


INORGANIC SILT — a fine grained, inorganic soil consisting 
chiefly of grains which will pass a No. 200 mesh sieve and possessing 
sufficient dry strength to form lumps which can easily be pulversized 
with the fingers. 

NOTE: Dry strength is determined by drying a wet pat of solid and 
breaking it with the fingers. 


(d) COMPACTED GRANULAR FILL 

A fill consisting of gravel, sand-gravel mixtures, coarse or medium 
sand, crushed stone, or slag, containing not more than eight (8) percent 
(by weight) passing a No. 200 mesh sieve and having noplasticity, shall 
be considered satisfactory bearing material when compacted in nine 
(9) inch thick layers, measured before compaction, with adjustment of 
water content as necessary to achieve required compaction by apply- 
ing to each iayer a minimum of four (4) coverages of one of the fol- 
lowing: 

1. A vibratory roller with a steel frame with minimum weight of two 
(2) tons with a speed not exceeding one and one-half (1%) miles per 
hour; 

2. A rubber-tiredrolier having four (4) wheels abreast and weighted 
to a total of not less than thirty-five (35) tons; 

3. With the treads of acrawier type tractor with total load of notless 
than thirty-five (35) tons. 
| 4. Other types of materials, compaction equipment, and proce- 
dures as may be approved by the building official on the basis of suf- 
ficient evidence that they will achieve compacted fills having satis- 
factory properties. 


The building official will require a competent inspector, qualified 
by experience and training and satisfactory to him, tobeon the project 
at all times whiie fill is being placed and compacted. Theinspector shall 
make an accurate record of the type of material used, including grain- 
size curves, thickness of lifts, type of compaction equipment and 
number of coverages the use of water and other pertinent data. When- 
ever the building official or the inspector questions the suitability of a 
material, or the Gegree of compaction achieved, bearing tests shall be 
performed on the compacted material in accordance with the require- 
ment of Section 722.9, a copy ofall these records and test data shall be 
filed with the building official. 


(e) PRELOADED MATERIALS 

1) The building official may allow the use oj certain otherwise 
unsatisfactory natural soils and uncompacted fills for the support of 
one (1) story structures, after these materials have been preloaded to 
effective stresses not less than one hundred and fifty (150) percent of 
the effective stresses which will be induced by the structure. 


2) The building official may require the loading and unloading ofa 
sufficient area, conducted under the direction of a competent engineer 
approved by the building official, whoshallsubmitareportcontaininga 
program which will allow sufficient time for adequate consolidation of 
the material and an analysis of the preloaded material and of the pro- 
able settlements of the structure. 


Delete BOCA Section 721.0 Foundation Investigation and substitute 
the following: 
721.0 FOUNDATION INVESTIGATION 
SECTION 721.0 FOUNDATION INVESTIGATIONS — Test pits, soil 
borings, rock corings or other subsurface investigations, shall be re- 
quired for all buildings and structures. They shall be sufficient in num- 
ber, location and depti to describe sub-surface materials necessary to 
the support of the buildings or structure. 


721.0 SOIL SAMPLES AND BORINGS REPORTS:Samples of the 

strata penetrated in test borings or test pits, representing the natural 
disposition and conditions at the site, shall be available forexamination 
of the buildings official. Wash or bucket samples shall not be accepted. 
Duplicate copies of the results obtained for all completed and uncom- 
pleted borings placed to a true relative elevation and to scale and of all 
test results or pertinent soil data shall be filed with the Building official. 


To the BOCA Section 724.1 Frost Protection, add the following: 
SECTION 724.0 DEPTH OF FOOTINGS 


724.1 FROST PROTECTION: Except when erected upon solid rock or 
ortherwise protected from frost, foundation walls, piers and other 
permanent supports of all buildings and structures larger than onehun- 
dred (100) square feet in area or ten (10) feet in height shall extend be- 
tow the frost line of the locality, and spread footings of adequate size 
shall be provided when necessary to properly distribute the load within 
the allowable bearing value of the soil. Or such structures shall be sup- 
ported on piles or ranging timbers, when solid earth to rock is not avail- 
able. Footings shall not be founded on frozen soils unless such frozen 
condition is of apermanent character. The frost line depth shall be a mini- 
mum of 4'0" below exposed finish grade, except thatin use group Riand 
Ra, one and two family dwellings, the frost line depth shall be estab- 
lished at 3'6” below finish grade. 


Amend BOCA Section 734.7.1 as follows: 


734.7.1 SUBSTANTIATION OF HIGHER ALLOWABLE LOADS ON 
PILES: individual pile loads higher thanthose indicatedin Section 734.7 
may be approved by the Committee when they are substantiatedby test 
and analysis and the submission of a report by a licensed or registered 
professional engineer or architect establishing that the proposed con- 
struction under a one hundred (100) percent overload of the foundation 
is safe against failure of the pile and soil materials and showing thatthe 


probable total magnitude and distribution of settlement to be expected 
under design conditions will not result in instability of the building or 
stresses in the structure in excess of the allowable values permitted by 
this code However, the allowable pile load shal! not exceed twice the 
value indicated in Section 734.7. 


Amend BOCA Section 742.1 Special Piles and Caissons as follows 
SECTION 742.6 SPECIAL PILES AND CAISSONS 


742.1 GENERAL: Types of piles orcaissonsnotspecificially covered by 
the provisions of this code may be permitted provided sufficient test 
data, design and construction information is filed for the approval of 
any new type of pile, caisson or soil consolidation system by vibro- 
flotation wick-drainage, electric. chemical, pressure or impact meth- 
ods. Before approving new types or methods for actual use, the Com- 
mittee shall require complete test demonstrations on the site to de- 
termine the adequacy of design and the suitability of method of instal- 
lation. 


To Subsection 742.0, add the following: 


742.2 LOADING OF COMPACTED CONCRETE PILES: The load on 
compacted concrete piles shall be limited by the provisions of Section 
734.6.1, except that the circumscribing polygon shall start at the junc- 
tion of the shaft and the enlarged base, and the bearing area shall be 
taken at planes six (6) feet or more below said junction; and the allow- 
able |oad on a compacted concrete pile shall not exceed one hundred 
forty (146) tons. 


742.2.2 INSTALLATION: The installation of such piles shall fulfill the 
foilowing-listed requirements: 

a) The drive-pipe used for installing the piles shall be notless than 
twenty (20) inches outside diameter for piles which have an allow- 
able load of eighty-five (85) tons or greater, and not less than sixteen 
(16) inches ourside diameter for piles which have an allowable load of 
less than eighty-five (85) tons. For loadsless than fifty (50) tons, smaller 
drive casings may be used subject to the approval of the building 
official. 

b) The enlarged base of the pile shall be formed on or in bearing 
materials of Classes 1 to 9 inclusive. The Class 9 material (fine sand) 
shall have a maximum of six (6) percent by weight finerthan the No. 200 
mesh sieve and shall be non piastic. 

c) The concrete in the base shall have a minimum compressive 

strength at twenty-eight (28) days of four thousand (4000) pounds per 
square inch, and shall be of zero (0) slump, and shall be placed in 
batches not to exceed tive (5) cubic feet in volume. 

d) The last batch of concrete shall be driven into the enlarged base 
with not less than twenty-five (25) blows, each of not less thanonehun- 
dred and forty thousand (140,000) foot pounds. For lower allowable 


loads, the required number of blows on the last batch shall vary in pro- 
portion to the allowable load. On the basis of test data, and subject to 
approval by the building official, the hammer blow energy may be 
reduced in which case the number of blows on the last batch shall vary 
inversely with the energy delivered per blow. 

e) During injection of the last five (5) cubic feetthe level of concrete 
in the drive casingshall be not more than six (6) inches above the bottom 
of the casing. 

{) As the drive-pipe is being withdrawn, not less than two (2) blows 
of at least forty thousand (40,000) foot pounds each shali be applied to 
compact each batch of concrete in an encased shaft. 

g) An uncased shaft shall not be formed through inorganic Clay or 
inorganicsilt unless a! oleismadethrough such soil by anon-displace- 
ment method, at least equal to the inside diameter of the drive-pipe 
unless the individual piles are located more than nine (9) feet apart and 
outside the heavy range. Compact concrete piles shall have cased 
shafts when spaced closer than nine (9) feet apart and when installed 
through inorganic clay orinorganic silt. 

h) An uncased shaft shall not be formed through peat or other 
Organic soils. 

it) The permanent metal casing shall be fastened to the enlarged 
base in such a manner that the two (2) will not separate. The concrete 
may be placed in the metal casing in the same manner as for poured- 
concrete piles. No metal casing shall be filled with concrete untilafter all 
piles within a radius of at least nine (9) feet have been driven 

The stresses in metal-cased shafts shall not exceed sixteen hun- 
dred fifty (1650) pounds persquareinchontheconcrete, andinaddition 
nine-thousand five hundred (9500) pounds per square inch on thesteel 
casing, provided that its wall thickness is atleast two-tenths (2/10) ofan 
inch. When required by soil conditions, allowance shall be made for 
corrosion as specified in Section 733. 


741.2.2 SPACING: The center-to-center spacing of piles shall be not 
less than three (3) times the shaft diameter and not less than three and 
one-half (3°) feet. 
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SIMPLE FLAT AND SHED ROOFS 
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Figure 7-1 
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SIMPLE GABLE AND HIP ROOFS 


ANGLE SLOPE CASE | CASE I! 
0-20 FLAT to < 4/12 30 N.A 
20-30 4/12 to < 7/12 30 30 
30-40 7/12 to < 10/12 24 30 
40-50 10/12 to < 14/12 18 23 
50-60 14/12 to < 20/12 12 15 
60-70 20/12 to < 33/12 6 11 
70-80 33/12 to < vertical 0 0 


Figure 7-2 
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DESIGN y 
SNOW LOAD MIN SNOW LOAD 
a 


LOWER LEVEL OF MULTI-LEVEL ROOFS 
(WHEN UPPER ROOF iS PART OF SAME BUILDING OR 
ON AN ADJACENT BUILDING NOT MORE THAN 15 FEET WAY) 


30 

A Ww 
IN FEET DESIGN SNOW LOAD (Ibs/ft2) jy FEET 
0-1.5 30 10 
1.5-2.0 30 10 
2.0-2.5 38 10 
2.5-3.0 45 10 
3.0-3.5 53 10 
3.5-4.0 60 10 
4.0-4.5 70 10 
4.5-5.0 75 10 
§.0-6.0 90 W=2H 
6.0-15.0 90 W-2H 
15.0 90 30 


Figure 7-3 
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ZONE 2 
DESIGN WIND LOAD ZONES FIGURE 7-¢ 


Figure 7-4 


Article 8 - Part A 


MATERIALS AND TESTS 


Section 800.0 General 
Amend Section 800.1, Scope as follows: 


800.1 Scope: The provisions of this article shall govern the quality 
workmanship. and requirements for all materials and methods and the 
min:mum specifications for enclosure walls and wall thickness here- 
after used in the construction of buildings and structures All materials 
and methods of construction shall conform to the approved rules and 
the standards for materials and tests and the requirements of accepted 
engineering practice as herein listed. The Committee shall be the 
approval agency in lieu of the building official as specified in the pro- 
visions of this article, in order to maintain statewide uniformity and 
acceptance of new or innovative materials and methods of construc- 
tion. in accordance with Section 127.1 of this Code and regulation 
SBC-13. dated November 1. 1981, for new materials, devices or methods 
of construction. 


nd 


Article 8 - Part C 


BUILDING ENCLOSURES, WALLS AND WALL THICKNESS 


Change Title of BOCA Section 872.0 WATERPROOFING AND 
FLOODPROOFING to read as follows: 


872.0 WATERPROOFING AND FLOOD CONTROL. 


Delete BOCA, Section 872.6 Floodproofing and substitute the 
following: 


872.6. FLOOD CONTROL: All building projects including mobile 
homes shall be reviewed to determine if the location is within the 
special flood hazard area as defined by the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development Federal |Insurance Administration (FIA) bound- 
ary maps. New construction. major repairs or substantial improve- 
ments to existing buildings shall conform to the Corps of Engineers 
minimum standards referenced in BOCA’s Appendix B and regulation 
SBC 8 Construction in Flood Hazard Area, developed in accordance 
with the requirements of the Federal Insurance Administration. 


Article 9 


FIRERESISTIVE CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS 


Delete BOCA section 915.5 Closing Devices and substitute the fol- 
lowing: 


915.5. CLOSING DEVICES. — Except as may be otherwise provided 
for openings in fire walls and fire separation walls, all fire doors shall 
be selfclosing and shall be closed during occupancy of the building or 
part thereof. The building official may accept the use of products of 
combustion detectors meeting the requirements of the approved rules 
on doors that are normally required to be open for ventilation or other 
specified purposes when the safety of the occupantsis notendangered 
thereby. Such heat activated devices or products or combustion detec- 
tors shall be connected to the buildings fire alarm systemin accordance 
with the State Fire Safety Code. 
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Article 10 


CHIMNEYS, FLUES AND VENT PIPES 


Delete BOCA section 1000 2 Other Standards, and substitute the 
following 


1000.2 OTHER STANDARDS. — Unless other wise specifically pro- 
vided herein. conformity to the applicable requirement of chimney 
construction and vents contained in regulations SBC-4. dated Novem- 
ber 1, 1981, Basic Mechanical Code, shall be deemed to meet the re- 
quirements of this code. 


Delete BOCA section 1010.1 Mechanical Code and substitute the 
following: 


1010.1 MECHANICAL CODE: All chimneys, stacks and flues, in- 
cluding incinerator stacks, which emit sparks shall be provided with a 
stack arrestor conforming to the requirements of SBC-4, M-708.5. 

Exception: Solid fuel-fired appliancesinstalledinuse groupsR-2,R-3 
and R-4 are totally exempt from spark arrestor requirements providing 
aclass A, B or C roof is installed on the building. 


Article 17 


HEAT EQUIPMENT AND APPLIANCES— 
MOUNTING, CLEARANCES, AND CONNECTIONS 


Amend Section 1100.2, Mechanical Code, as follows: 


1100.2 MECHANICAL CODE: All mechanical equipment and sys- 
tems shall be constructed, installed and maintainedin accordance with 
Regulation SBC-4, dated November 1, 1981, Basic Mechanical Code. 


Delete Sections 1105.1 Boiler Room and substitute the following: 
SECTION 1105.0 BOILER ROOMS 


1105.1 BOILER ROOM. Every boiler or combination boiler and cool- 
ing unit shall be installed in a space which allows a minimum clearance 
of twenty-four (24) inches on all service sides. 

Exception: Boilers under the jurisdiction of the laws and regulations 
administered by the Department of Labor, Division of Occupational 
Safety, Boiler Unit. 

All high and low pressure boilers with a 200,000 BTU imput or more 
located in any and all commercial and industrial establishments as 
well as apartment dwellings of six (6) units or more shall be installed 
in a space which allows a minimum height of three (3) feet provided 
between the top of the boiler proper and the ceiling and at least three 
(3) feet between all sides of the boiler adjacent walls or other struc- 
tures, Boilers and pressure vessels having manholes shall have a five 
(5) foot clearance from the manhole openings and any wall, ceiling 
or piping that will prevent a person from entering the boiler or pressure 
vessel. 

Such rooms shall be constructed of at least one (1) hour fireresis- 
tance rated construction, and the door shall be a Class C fire door ora 
one and three-quarter (1%) inch solid wood core door. Such door shall 
be equipped with an automatic self-closer. Combustion air shall be 
provided to such room in conformance with the mechanical codelisted 
in Appendix B. Storage or living quarters shall not be permitted in any 
boiler or similar heating equipment room. 

Exception: One-and two-family dwellings, except for combustion air 

peamenans as set forth in the mechanical code listed in Appendix B. 
or two (2) hour enclosure requirements reference the State Fire 
Safety Code, Title 23-28.1 of the General Laws. 


Article 12 


FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS 


Delete section 1202.19 Alternate Protection, and substitute the fol- 
lowing: 


1202.19 ALTERNATE PROTECTION: In elevator shafts and machine 
rooms, electrical equipment rooms, and other similar special areas of 
buildings or structures, an automatic firealarmsystem may be installed 
in lieu of a water sprinkler fire suppression system when approved by 
the building official andfire authority having jurisdictionandwhensuch 
water sprinkler fire suppression systems would be dangerous to 
occupants or fire-figiiting personnel. 


Add new sub-section as follows: 


1202.20 RESIDENTIAL (R-1) USE: In all buildings or structures or 
portions thereof of use group R-1 (residential) 
1. When more than three (3) stories in height and five thousand 
(5,000) square feet per floor in area; or 
2. When existing buildings or structures more than three (3) 
stories in height are modified to increase the floor area by or 
to five thousand (5,000) square feet or more. 


Delete Section 1216.0 Fire Alarm Systems in its entirety and substitute 
the following: 


Section 1216.0 FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS: Fire alarm systems shall 
be provided where and as required by the State Fire Safety Code, Title 
23-28.1 of the General Laws. The authority having jurisdiction as 
defined in the State Fire Safety Code shall be the administrative 
authority on such Fire Alarm Systems. 


Delete Section 1217.0 Manual Fire Alarm Systems (Pull Stations) inits 
entirety and substitute the following: 


SECTION 1217.0 MANUAL FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS (Pull Station): 
Pull Stations shall be provided where and as required by the State Fire 
Safety Code, title 23-28.1 of the General Laws. The authority having 
jurisdiction as defined in the State Fire Safety Code shall be the admin- 
istrative authority on such pull stations installation. 


Delete Section 1218.0 Supervision in its entirety and substitute the 
following: 


1218.0 SUPERVISION: Fire Suppression Systems and Fire Alarm 
Systems shall be sur >rvised where and as required by the State Fire 
Safety Code, title 23-28. 1 of the General Laws. Thelocal fire official shall 
be the administrative authority on such pull stations installation. 
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Article 13 


PRECAUTIONS DURING BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 


Delete BOCA Section 1300.1 Scope, and substitute the following: 


1300.1. SCOPE: The provisions of this article shall apply to all 
construction operations in connection with the erection, alteration, 
repair, removal or demolition of buildings and structures. The exe- 
cution of the detail requirements shall be regulated by the approved 
rules and safety code for building construction listed in Appendix B 
and as set forth in an other rules and regulations governing con- 
struction demolition and excavation adopted by the State of Rhode 
island and as also prescribed by the United States Government gov- 
erning safety and health regulations for construction (Occupational 
Safety and Health Act). 


SECTION 1307.0 EXCAVATIONS 


Insert the following depths in BOCA Section 1307.2.1 and 1307.2.2 
1307.2.1 DEEP EXCAVATION: More than ten (10) feet. 


1307.2.2 SHALLOW EXCAVATIONS: Less than ten (10) feet. 
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Article 14 


SIGNS AND OUTDOOR DISPLAY STRUCTURES 
SECTION 1407.0 BONDS AND LIABILITY INSURANCE 


Delete BOCA Section 1406.0 Liability Insurance in it entirety and 
substitute the following: 
SECTION 1406.0 LIABILITY INSURANCE 


1406.1 FILING CERTIFICATE: No person shall erect, install, remove or 
rehang any sign for which a permit is required under the provisions of 
this code until an apprved insurance certificate shall have beenfiledin 
thelsumOt gic as herein required 


1406.2 AMOUNT OF CERTIFICATE: Such certificate shall be con- 
ditioned on the construction, erection and maintenance of the signin 
accordance with the provisions of this code and shall protect and save 
the municipality of (name of municipality) harmless from any and all 
claims or demands for damages by reason of defects in the construc- 
tion, or damages resulting from the collapse or failure ofanysignor part 
thereof. 


1406.3 NOTICE OF CANCELLATION: The obligation herein specified 
shall remain in force and effect during the life of every sign and shall 
not be cancelled by the principal or surety until after thirty (30) days 
notice to the building official. 


Amend Section 1410.0 as follows: 
SECTION 1410.0 WALL SIGNS 


1410.0 MATERIALS: Wall signs which have an area exceeding one 
hundred (100) square feet shall be constructed of metal or other 
approved noncombustible materials, except for nailing rails and as 
provided in Section 1407.4. 


Exception: Within the fire limits, signs constructed of combustible 
materials, shall not exceed forty (40) square feet. All combustible 
signs within the fire limit shall be attached to a non-combustible 
backing. 


Amend Section 1411.1 as follows: 
SECTION 1411.1 


MATERIALS: Projecting signs which have an area exceeding 40 ft 
shall be constructed entirely of metal or other approved non-combus- 
tible material except as provided in Section 1407.4. 


Exception: Signs within the fire limits, which have an area exceeding 
ten (10) square feet, shall be constructed entirely of metal or other 
approved non-combustible materials. 


Article 15 


ELECTRIC WIRING AND EQUIPMENT 


Amend Section 1500.1 Scope, and substitute the following: 


1500.1. SCOPE. — The provisions of this article shall control the 
design and construction of all new installations and all alterations or 
extensions to existing installations of electrical power and signal 
systems. All such installations shall comply with the requirements of 


Bee and regulation SBC-5, dated November 1, 1981, Electrical 
ode. 


Delete BOCA section 1501.1 General, and substitute the following: 


1501.1 GENERAL. — Plans, specifications, schedules and calcula- 
tions in sufficient detail shall be filed with the authority enforcing this 
Cade, showing the location and capacity of all lighting facilities 
including calculations of lighting intensities where specified lighting 
levels are required by this Code, electrically operated equipment 
power circuits required for all service equipment of the building or 
structure, load studies, voltage drop of each feeder, and available 
fault current at each protective device. 


Change title of BOCA section 1501.2.4 Fire Alarm and Signal Systems 
to read as follows: 


Delete BOCA section 1501.3 Other Authorities, and substitute the 
following: 


1501.2.4 FIRE ALARM AND OTHER SIGNAL SYSTEMS 


1501.3 OTHER MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES. — Where required by 
local law or ordinance, the plans and specifications for electrical 
power and signal systems shall be approved by the municipal 
authority having jurisdiction. 


Delete Section 1506.0, Energy Conservation in Electrical 
Distribution Systems, in its entirety. 


Article 16 


ELEVATOR, DUMBWAITER AND CONVEYOR EQUIPMENT 
INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE 


Delete BOCA Section 1600.1 Scope and substitute the following: 


1600.1 SCOPE: Except as may be otherwise provided by statute, the 
provisions of this article shall control the design, construction and in- 
stallation of all special hoisting and conveying equipment hereafter 
installed, relocated or altered in all buildings and structures. The 
design, construction, installation, maintenance, relocation and opera- 
tion of all elevators, Uumbwaiters, moving stairways, moving walks, 
and certain elevating devices used to handle materials only shall be - 
subject to the rules and regulations adopted and enforced by the 
Rhode Island Department of Labor, Division of Occupational Safety, 
Elevator Unit. Portable elevating devices not covered by this Article 
or by the Department of Labor shall be constructed, operated and 
maintained in compliance with accepted engineering practice. 


Delete Section 1600.2 Standard Code Adopted 
Add the following paragraph to Section 1601.2 Permits: 


Permits for the installation of elevators, dumbwaiters, moving stair- 
ways, moving walks, and certain elevating devices used to transport 
materials shall be issued only by the Department of Labor, Division of 
Occupational Safety, Elevator Unit. 


Delete Subsection 1601.3 Identification of Equipment 

Delete Section 1602 Tests and Inspections 

Delete Section 1603 Certificate of Compliance 

Delete Section 1604 Maintenance and Accidents 

Delete Section 1605 Existing Installations 

Delete Subsection 1606.1 General 

Delete Section 1607.0 Power Elevator Operation 

Delete Section 1608.0 Elevator Speed Limits 

Delete Subsection 1609.2 thru 1609.6.2 

Delete Section 1611.0 Elevator and Dumbwaiters, Machinery and 
Equipment 

Delete Section 1612.0 Hoisting and Related Construction for Passen- 
ger & Freight Elevators and Dumbwaiters 

Delete Subsection 1613.4 Door Operation on Dangerous Floors 

Delete Section 1614.0 Elevator Emergency Signals 

Delete Section 1619.0 Moving Stairways 


Article 17 


PLUMBING, DRAINAGE AND GAS PIPING 


Amend Section 1700 1 Scope, as follows 


1700.1 SCOPE — The design and installation of plumbing systems, 
including sanitary and storm drainage, sanitary facilities, water 
supplies and storm water and sewage disposal in buildings shall 
comply with the requirements of this article and accepted engineering 
practice as defined in Regulation SBC-3, dated November 1, 1981, 
Plumbing Code. 


Delete BOCA sectioi: 1704.3 Private Water Supply, and substitute 
the following: 


1704.3. PRIVATE WATER SUPPLY.— When public water mains are 
not available, a private source of water supply may be used provided 
samples are submitted periodically to the Rhodelsland Department of 
Health, division of water supply and pollution control for analysis and 
approval and the use of the source of supply has been approved by 
them and the building official. 


Article 18 


PREFABRICATED CONSTRUCTION 


Amend Section 1800.3, New materials as follows: 


1800.3 NEW MATERIALS: All new materials or assemblies not specif- 
ically provided for shall be tested and evaluated in accordance with the 
provisions of this code and the Committee's rules and regulations gov- 
erning New Materials, Devices or Methods of Construction, SBC-13, 
dated November 1. 1981. 


Delete Section 1803.0, Evaluation and Follow-up Inspection Services 
in its entirety and substitute the following: 


1803.0 CLOSED PREFABRICATED ASSEMBLY: Prior to the issuance 
of a building permit, closed prefabricated assemblies shall comply with 
the Committee's rules and regulations governing Manufactured Build- 
ings and Building Components, SBC-14 this Code. 


1803.1 MOBILE HOMES: The provisions of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, Mobile Home Construction Stand- 
ards shall control the design and construction of all new mobile home 
units. Installation of mobile homeunits not covered by the Mobile Home 
Construction standards shall be governed by the requirements of Rule 
and Regulation SBC-12, dated November 1, 1981, Mounting and 
Anchorage of Mobile Homes. 


Article 20 


ENERGY CONSERVATION 


Delete BOCA Article 20, Energy Conservation in its entirety. See 
Rule and Regulation SBC-6, dated November 1, 1981, Code for Energy 
Conservation in New Building Construction for the provisions of 
energy conservation. 
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Appendix B 


ACCEPTED ENGINEERING PRACTICE STANDARDS 
To the list add the following 


EQUIPMENT: 
airconditioning and ventilation SMACNA-1973 
elevators and lifts RI. safety code No 4 


GLASS: To the list add the following: 
safety glazing General laws. 1956 
as amended, Chapter 23-27.1 
UNCLASSIFIED MISCELLANEOUS 


Suggested minimum standards for Residential Swimming Pools dated 
January 1, 1974. 


METAL 


STEEL 
Design of Cold-Formed Steel 
Structural Members, Specification for AlS!-80 


RHODE ISLAND 
STATE BUILDING CODE 


NS 
One and Two Family 
ies Dwelling Code 
Regulation SBC-2 
November 1, 1981 
Replaces Regulation SBC-2-77 
Ne! Revised August 31, 1979 
Ls 


STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 


Department of Community Affairs 

BUILDING CODE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
12 Humbert Street 

No. Providence, R.1. 02911 


© 


QO 


ONE AND TWO FAMILY 
DWELLING CODE 
REGULATION SBC-2 
NOVEMBER 1, 1981 


The Building Code Standards Committee, in accordance with the 
rule making authority of Title 23, chapter 27.3, section 109.1, para- 
graphs 1 through 4 inclusive, have formally adopted and promulgated 
as the Rhode Island One and T woFamily Dwelling Code, the provisions 
of the One and Two Family Dwelling Code, Third Edition, 1979, as 
published jointly by the Building Officials and Code Administrators 
International, Inc., the Southern Building Code Congress; and the 
International Confere’ ce of Building Officials, together with the 
amendments thereto hereinafter set forth to the chapters and sections 
of said code: 


CHAPTER 1 


Delete the Administration Section of R-101 to R-113, of this Chapter 
and the provisions of Article 1 of Title 23, Chapter 27.3 shall prevail. 


Add Section R-111 as follows: 
R-114 INSPECTION 


R-114.1 TYPES OF INSPECTIONS: For site construction from time 
to time the Building Official or his deputy upon notification from the 
permit holder or his agent shall make or cause to be made any neces- 
sary inspections and shall either approve that portion of the construc- 
tion as completed or shall notify the permit holder or his agent wherein 
the same fails to comply with this Code. 


(a) Foundation and Framing 

1. Foundation Inspection shall be made after poles or piers are 
set or trenches or basement areas are excavated and forms 
erected and any required reinforcing steel is in place and prior 
to the placing of concrete. 

2. Frame and Masonry Inspection: Shall be made after the roof, 
masonry ail framing, firestopping, fenestration, insulation, 
and bracing are in place and all electrical pipes, chimneys, 
and vents are complete. 

3. Lath and/or Waliboard Inspection: Shall be made commonly 
after all lathing and/or wallboard interior is in place but before 
any plastering is applied, or before wallboard joints and fast- 
eners are taped and finished. 


(b) PLUMBING, MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL 
1. Installation of electrical service for construction use shall be 
inspected prior to use. 
2. Rough Inspection: Shall be made prior to covering of conceal- 
ment and before fixtures are set. 


(c) OTHER INSPECTIONS 

In addition to the called inspections above, the Building Department 
may make or require any other inspections to ascertain compliance 
with this Code and other laws enforced by the Building Department. 


(d) FINAL INSPECTION 
1. Final Inspection: Shall be made after building is completed 
and ready for occupancy. 


R-114.2 APPROVAL REQUIRED: Work shall not be doneon any part 
of the building or structure beyond the point indicated in each suc- 
cessive inspection without first obtaining the written approval of the 
Building Official. Such written approval shall be given only after an 
inspection shall have been made of each successive step in the con- 
struction as indicated by each of the inspections required above. 

The Building Official or his deputy shall be notified 24 hours prior to 
the required inspection and he shall inspect the work within 48 hours 
after notification. 

Upon completion of all work in accordance with this Code, the Building 
Official shall issue a certificate of use and occupancy as Stipulated 
by section 23-27.3-120.1 of this Code. 


Amend section R-202 and Table 2-A, as follows: 


Section R-202-Design Criteria 


Buildings shall be constructed in accordance with the provisions of this 
Code using the design criteria set forth in Table No. 2-A 


Table No. 2-A 
CLIMATIC AND GEOGRAPHIC DESIGN 
CRITERIA 


Koo? | Roof! 
Live | Snow 
Laad | [aad 


Vel- 
ocity |C 
in Tbs. 


Zone | ering |Depth 


- a i pe 
NOTES: a 


1. Roof live and snow loads are not additive. 

2. Weathering may require a higher cement content or grade of 
masonry than set forth in Chapter No. 3. 

3. The jurisdiction shall implement this part of the table depending 


habitable level and on each floor, level, or story below, including the 
basement or cellar. 

(b.) For any floor, level, or story exceeding twelve hundred (1200) 
square feet in area, one(1) approved smoke detector shall be provided 
for each twelve hundred (1,200) square feet or portion thereof. 


23-28.34-3. LOCATION OF DETECTORS: (a.) Approved smoke 
detectors shall be located outside each separate sleeping area in ac- 
cordance with the definition of “separate sleeping area’ as provided 
in N.F.P.A. 74, 1974 edition. 

(b.) In basements or cellars not utilized as sleeping areas, smoke 
detectors shall be located within twenty-four inches (24”) of the base 
of stairways which are side enclosed. 

(c.) In basements or cellars with an open stairway, smoke detectors 
shall be located at the top of the stairway. 

(d.) All detectors sh; '! be mounted on the ceiling. 


23-28.34-4. POWER SUPPLY AND WIRING METHODS: (a.) For 
all detection systems, an AC primary source of electric power shall 
be taken from adependable commercial light and power supply source. 
The wiring to each detector shall be taken from a branch circuitserving 
a habitable area, with no more than two (2) required smoke detectors 
on thesame branch circuit. The power source for the detectors shall be 
on the supply side ahead of any switches. 

(b.) All required detectors shall be provided with a visible“ power on” 
indicator and shall be interconnected so that when one detector is 
actuated all detectors will sound and emit an audible signal to meet the 
requirements of N.F.P.A. 74, 1974 edition, Section 2-2-3. 


23-28.34-5. ENFORCEMENT: The local fire authorities shall en- 
force the provisions of this chapter. 


23-28.34-6. HOMEOWNERS RESPONSIBLE: It shall be the respon- 
sibility of the homeowner to maintain in operable condition smoke 
detection systems, installed as required pursuant to this chapter. 


23-28.34-7. PENALTY: Any owner of a building or structure who fails 
to comply with the provisions of this chapter shall be punished by a 
fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00). 


Delete R-218, Flame spread, inits entirety without substitution: 


® 


on whether there has been a history of loca! damage. 

Refer to State Building Code Section 23-27.3-713.0. 

Bottom of footings for accessory structures may extend 1’-0 below 
finished grade. 


Cle 


Exceptions to Note 5 

1. Attached and detached Garages. 

2. Structures with a floor area in excess of 200 square feet. 

3. Tool sheds or similar temporary structures with floor area not to 
exceed 120 square feet are exempt from all foundation re- 
quirements. 


CHAPTER 2 
Amend Section R-206, as follows: 


SEC. R-206: Every habiiable room shall have an average ceiling height 
of not less than 7 feet Ginches in atleast 50 per cent of its required area 
with no portion of the required area less than 4 feet in height. 


Exception: Beams and girders spaced not less than 4 feet on center 
may project not more than 6 inches below the required ceiling height 
All other rooms shall have an average ceiling height of not less than 6 
feet 8 inches. 


Amend Section R-211, as follows: 


R-211 EXITS: Not less than one exii conforming to this Chapter shall 
be provided from each dwelling unit. Sleeping rooms shall have atleast 
one openable window or exterior door to permit emergency exit or 
rescue. Where windows are provided they shall have a sill height of 
not more than 44” inches above the floor and shall provide notlessthan 
4.4 square feet of openable area with no dimension less than 20 inches 
horizontally or 24 inches vertically. 


R-211.1 BASEMENT EXITS: The basement or cellars of one and- 
two family residences (R-3 and R-4) either newly constructed or 
altered to provide a habitable room, shall in addition to any interior 
stairways leading to it, have an additional means of access and exit 
meeting the requirements of this Chapter, such as metal or wood type 
bulkheads covering stairs from the basement, or windows meeting the 
requirements of Section R-211. 


ACCEPTABLE ALTERNATIVES: 


1. Two means of egress from basement or cellar; or 

2. A limited area sprinkler system, connected to the domestic water 
supply, and consisting of one (1) sprinkler head per one hundred 
fifty (150) square feet or room area of portion thereof; or 

3. Enclosure of ail boiler or mechanical equipment rooms with one (1) 
hour rated construction and rated opening protectives or: 

4. Smoke detectors installed per 23-28.35 and basement ventilation 
windows comprising a minimum of 2% of the floor area served, but 
not less than one (1) 16” x 32" operable window within each 
enclosed space or room. 


NOTE: Alternatives 1-4 should also require the installation of two (2) 
portable ABC fire extinguishers located at the direction of the 
local fire authority. 


Amend Section R-214 as follows: 


SECTION R-214 STAIRWAYS 


Stairways shall not be less than three (3) feet, zero (0) inches in clear 
width and the headroom, rise and run shall conform to Figure No. A-2 
Handrails may project from each side of a stairway a distance of three 
and one-half (3%) inches into the required width. 

Spiral stairways and winders are permitted provided the width of the 
tread at a point not more than twelve (12) inches from the side where 
the treads are narrower is notless than nine(9) inches andthe minimum 
width is not less than six (6) inches. 

Winders are permitted and shall havea tread width of notless than nine 
(9). inches at a point not more than eighteen inches fromtheconverging 
end. A handrail shal! be installed on the opposite side of the stairway 
from the converging end. 


Amend Section R-215 as follows: 


SECTION R-215 HANDRAILS AND GUARDRAILS 


Handrails having minimum and maximum height of thirty (30) inches 
and thirty four (34) inches, respectively, measured vertically from the 
nosing of thetreads shall be provided both sides of stairways of three (3) 
or more risers. Open sides of stairs with a total rise of more than thirty 
(30) inches above the floor or grade below shall have guardrails notless 
than thirty (30) inches in height measured vertically from the nosing of 
the threads. Porches, balconies or raised floor surfaces located more 
‘han thirty (30) inches above the floor or grade below shail have guard- 
rails not less than thirty six (36) inches in height. 

Handrails and guardrails on open sides of stairways shall have inter- 
mediate rails or ornamental closures which will not allow passage of 
an object nine (9) inches in diameter. 


Deiste Section A-216 Smoke Detectors; the following section of the 
State Fire Safety Code shall prevail as iaw: 


CHAPTER 23-28.24 — FIRE DETECTION SYSTEMS 


23-28.34-1. All buildings hereinafter constructed or converted for 
residential occupancy shall be equipped with a smoke detection 
system listed and/or approved by the Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., 
or Factory Mutual, installed according to siandards set forth below, 
except that such systems shall notbe requiredin buildings orstructures 
subject to the provisions of the general laws relative to the installation 
of automatic sprinkler systems and/or automatic fire warning systems 
connecied theretc. 


23-26.34-2. MINIMUM NUMBER OF DETECTORS: (a.) A minimum 
of one (1) approved smoke detector shall be located in the highest 


Amend Table No. 3-A, as follows. 
Table No. 3-A 


MINIMUM THICKNESS ANO ALLOWABLE DEPTH 
OF UNBALANCED FILL FOR UNREINFORCED MASONRY 
AND CONCRETE BASEMENT WALLS 


Maximum depth of unbalanced fill in feel 


Nominal 


Thickness Type of Super Structure 
iinches) — 


Foundation Walls 
Construction 


Masonry of Hollow 
Units 


Masonry of Solid 
Units 


Plain 
Concrete 


Foundation walls of rubble stone shall be at least ‘6 
Rubhle Stone inches thick Rouqnorrandom rubble shall nol be used as 
foundations tor walls exceeding 7 feel in height 


1. The depth of unbalanced fill may be increased up to the values 
shown in parenthesis where it is warranted by soil conditions. Un- 
balanced fill is the height of outside finish grade above the base- 
ment floor or inside grade. 

2. Six-inch plain concrete walls shall be formed both sides. 

3. Table No. 3-A is not applicable where ground water conditions 
exist. 

4. Wall height, measured from top of basement slab to top of wall 
shall not exceed 7'-6". 


Add new section R-310, as follows: 


R-310 BASEMENT WINDOW 


Except as may be otherwise specified for habitable or occupiable 
rooms, the glass window area in basements and cellars, except craw! 
spaces, shall not be less than one-fifieth (1/50) of the floor area served. 


CHAPTER 4 

Amend Section R-402.2. as follows: 

R 402.2. GRADE: All studs and headers of 2x4 dimension shall bea 
minimum of Standard Grade Lumber All headers of 2x6 dimension 
and greater shall be a minimum of No 3 grade. All studs of 2x6 dimen- 
sion and greater shall be a minimum of No 3 grade. 

Exception: Bearing studs not supporting floors may be Utility Grade 
provided the studs are spaced not more than 16 inches apart 


CHAPTER 6 
Amend Section R-602 2, as follows: 


R 602.2. GRADE: All joists and beams shall be a minimum of No 3 
grade lumber Blocking may be of utility Grade lumber. 


Amend Section R-602.3, as follows: 


R 602.3. ALLOWABLE SPANS: The unsupported spans of floor 
joists shall not exceed the values set forth in Tables No. 6-A, No. 6-B. 
The modules of elasticity “E” and the actual stress in bending “Fb” 
shown inthe Tables shall not exceed the values as required by Section 
R-602. The allowable spans and minimum grades for plywood floor 
sheathing shall conform to the requirements set forth in Tables No. 6-E 
and No. 6-F. The allowable spans for floor sheathing shall conform to 
the requirements set forth in Table No. 6-G. 


Delete Tables 6-C and 6-D in their entirety without substitution: 


CHAPTER 7 
Amend Section R-702.2, as follows: 


A-702.2. GRADE. All rafters, ceiling joists and blocking shall be a 
minimum of No 3 Grade lumber Sheathing may be of No 4 or Utility 
Grade Lumber or equivalent. 


Amend Section R-702.3, as follows: 


R702.3. ALLOWABLE SPANS: The unsupported spans of rafters 
ceiling joists shall not exceed the values set forth in Tables No. 7-A. 
No 7-B. No. 7-C, No. 7-D, No. 7-E, No. 7-F, No. 7-G, No. 7-H, No. 71, 
No. 7-J. No. 7-K, No. 7-L, No. 7-M, No. 7-N, No. 7-O, No. 7-P, No. 7-Q, 
No. 7-r No. 7-S, No. 7-T. The modulus of elasticity "E" and the actual 
stress in bending ‘F,” shown in these tables shall not exceed the values 
as required by Sec. R-602.1. 

The allowable spans and minimum grades for plywood roof 
sheathing shall not exceed the values set forth in Table No. 6-E. Theal- 
lowable span for roof sheathing shall not exceed 24 inches and shall be 
Ss-inch minimum net thickness for solid sheathing and %-inch mini- 
mum net thickness for spaced sheathing 


Delete Chapters 10, 11 12,13. 14.15.16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. 24. in 
their entirety and the provisions of the Plumbing Code, SBC-3, and 
Mechanical Code SBC-4. shall be enforced as the Codes for one and 
two family dwellings 


CHAPTER 25 


Delete Chapter 25, Sewers and private or individual sewage disposal! 
systems in its entirety and substitute the requirements of the depart- 
ment of health rules and regulations establishing minimum standards 
relating to the lacation, design construction and maintenance of in- 
dividual sewage disposal systems, Chapter 23-1.17 and 23-1.18 (6) of 
the general laws, 1956 s amended. 


Amend Part VI, Electrical, as follows: 


PART Vi 
ELECTRICAL 


The electrical requirements shall conform to the Electrical Code for 
One- and Two-Family Dwelling (NFPA 70A-1981) excerpted from the 
1981 National Electrical Code (NFPA 70-1981) as published by the 
National Fire Protection Association, as amended by Rhode Island 
Electrical Code, SBC-5. 


APPENDIX A 


Delete the Seismic Risk Map in the Appendix A andreference Section 
Earthquake Load in the State Building Code, SBC-1. 


CHAPTER 3 
Amend R-304. as follows: 


R-304. BASEMENT WALLS: Basement walls shall be constructed in 
accordance with the provisions of this Section and with footings as 
shown in Figure No. A-3 or other approved structural systems. 

Basement walls subjected to more than 30 pounds per square foot 
equivalent fluid pressure shall be designed in accordance with engi- 
neering practices. 

Backfill adjacent to the wall shall not be placed until the wall has suf- 
ficient strength or has been sufficiently braced to prevent damage by 
the backfill. Basement walls shall be drained and damp-proofed in ac- 
cordance with Section R-305 and Section R-306 respectively. 


Amend Figure No. A-3, as follows: 


Figure No. A-3 
MINIMUM FOUNDATION REQUIREMENTS 
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NOTE: 10" foundation walls for one- and two-family structures, need 
not have a footing when the underlying soil bearing capacity equals or 
exceeds two (2) tons per square foot. Classes of soils which fall within 
this category are 1 thru 8, 11, 12 and 16 according to Table 723 of the 
State Building Code. 
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PLUMBING CODE 
REGULATION SBC-3 
NOVEMBER 1, 1981 


The Building Code Standards Committee. in accordance with the 
rule making authority of Title 23, Chapter 27.3, Section 109.1, Para- 
graphs 1 through 4 inclusive, have formally adopted and promulgated 
the provisions of the BOCA Basic Plumbing Code of 1978 fourth edition 
as published by the Building Officials and Code Administrators Inter- 
national, Inc. (BOCA), as the State Code for the design and tnstaliation 
of all plumbing systems, with the amendments thereto hereinafter set 
forth to the Articles and Sections of said Code: 


ARTICLE 1. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 


Delete this article sections P-100.0 to P-122.4 in its entirety and the 
provisions of article 1 of the State Building Code, as amended, shall 
prevail. 


Delete sub-section P-303.2, Public Systems Available, and substitute 
the following: 


P-303.2. PUBLIC SYSTEMS AVAILABLE: A public water system 
and/or public sewer shall be deemed available to premises used for 
human occupancy when so determined by the rules and regulations of 
either the state, regional or local authority having jurisdiction. 


Section P-3081, Breakage, shall be amended as follows: 
Section P-308.0 Protection of Pipes 


P-308.1. BREAKAGE: Pipes passing under or through walls shall be 
protected from breakage. Any plumbing pipe passing under a footing 
or through a foundation wall shall be provided with a relieving arch; or 
there shall be built into the masonry wall an iron-pipe sleeve two (2) 
pipe sizes greater than the pipe passing through: or equivalent 
protection shall be provided as may be approved in writing by the 
plumbing official. Any pipes on private property passing under 
roadways driveways or parking lots subject to heavy wheel loads shall 
be cast iron, or shall be protected by a steel sleeve two (2) pipe sizes 
larger. 


Amend Section P-308.3, Freezing, as follows: 


P-308.3. FREEZING: Water service piping and sewers shall be installed 
below recorded frost penetration but not less than four feet six inches 
below grade for water piping and three feet below grade for public 
sewers. In climates with freezing temperatures, plumbing piping in 
exterior building walls shall be adequately protected against freezing 
by insulation or heat or both. 


ARTICLE 4 MATERIALS 
Add the following standard to the list of table P-404 1 of the BOCA 
Plumbing Code. 1978 edition: 


Table P-404.1 
Standard for Plumbing Materials 


Description ANS ASTM F.S. Other 
Water heaters household 
actomatic electac storaqe- 
type (See oe tion 1606 4) GTZ NST. 


PLUMBING CODE 


ARTICLE 8 - STORM DRAINS: Delete Tables P-803.1, P-803.2 and 
P-803.3 and insert thetables as indicated below. The datain thesetables 
has been revised to bein conformancewith the maximum rate of rainfall 
for Providence, Rhode Island. 


Table P-803.1 
SIZE OF HORIZONTAL BUILDING STORM DRAINS AND 
BUILDING STORM SEWERS 


Maximum projected area in square feet and 
gallons per minute flow for various slopes 


‘in per 


“win. per 
ft slope 


‘ein. per 
ft. slope 


ft. slope 


Diameter of 
drain 


inches 


3 48 68 
4 110 156 
5 196 278 
6 314 445 


677 


P-803.2 Size of vertical conductors and leaders: Vertical leaders 
shall be sized on the maximum projected roof area, according to Table 
P-803.2, Size of Vertical Conductors and Leaders. 


Table P-803.2 
SIZE OF VERTICAL CONDUCTORS AND LEADERS 


Size of leader or conductora Maximum projected roof area 


Inches Square feet gpm 
388 23 

704 41 

1150 67 

2470 144 

4490 261 

7290 424 

15700 913 


Note 2. The area of rectangular leaders shall be equivalenttothecircularleader 


or conductor required. The ratio of width to depth of rectangular leaders shall 
not exceed three-to-one (3:1). 


Table P-803.3 
SIZE OF SEMICIRCULAR ROOF GUTTERS 


Maximum projected roof area for 
gutters of various slopes 


Diameter of 1/16 in. per ‘in. per % in. per % in, per 
gutter2 Ft. slope Ft. slope Ft. slope Ft. slope 


Note 2. Gutters other than semicircular may be used provided they have an 
equivalent cross-sectional area 


ARTICLE 9 VENTS AND VENTING 
Delete BOCA section P-904 1 and substitute the following 


23-7.2-P-904.1 Extension above roofs shall be 18 inches 


ARTICLE 12 


Change section P-1202.1, Minimum Number of Fixtures, to read as 
follows 


P-1202.1 MINIMUM NUMBER OF FIXTURES: Plumbing fixtures 
shall be provided for the type of building occupancy and in the mini- 
mum number (s) shown in Table P-1202.1, Minimum Number of 
Piumbing Fixtures. Types of building occupancies not shownin Table 
P-1202 1 shall be considered individually by the administrative 
authority. 

The minimum number of persons for use in the tables may be estab- 
lished by actual count, but the total number of persons shall not beless 
than the maximum posted occupancy load of the building, and notless 
than 50% of the minimum required fixtures shall be allocated toone 
sex. 

To bottom of Table P-1202.1 “MINIMUM NUMBER OF PLUMBING 
FIXTURES” add the following: 

Note 1: In public buildings of the restaurant use group, the mini- 
mum number of plumbing fixtures shall be so located as to be ac- 
cessible for public use. Separate toilet facilities for employees may be 
required by other State of Rhode Island specialized codes. 

Note 2: In covered mall mercantile, buildings, toilet facilities for 
public use shall be provided. The facility may be centrally located for 
both public use and various store employees providing that the maxi- 
mum travel distance from any store entrance to such a facility is not 
more than 250 feet. Where such central facilities are provided, individ- 
ual toilet facilities for each store may be eliminated. 

Note 3: Public facilities installed under the provisions of Notes 1 
and 2 above shall be located and identified so as to be readily acces- 
siblé for public use. 


To Section P-1208, add the following Subsection: 


P-1208.2 All bathtubs shall be equipped with a single handle auto- 
matic mixing valve, either pressure balancing or thermostatic type. 
Said automatic mixing valve shall contain means to set the maximum 
temperature and shall be designed to prevent sudden temperature 
changes when used at a normal setting. 


To section P-1209, add the following subsection: 


P-1209.5 All showers shall be equipped with a single handle automatic 
mixing valve, either pressure balancing or thermostatic type. Said 
automatic mixing valve shall contain means to set the maximum 
temperature and shall be designed to prevent sudden temperature 
changes when used at a normal shower setting. 


ARTICLE 15 INDIVIDUAL SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM 


Delete article 15, Individual Sewage Disposal System, in it entirety 
and substitute the requirements of the Department of Environment 
Management and the Division of Land Resources rules and 
regulations establishing minimum standards relating to the location, 
design construction and maintenance of individual sewage disposal 
systems sections 42-17-L-2(1) and 42-17-L-2(R) of the Public Laws of 
1978, chapter 131. section 6. 


ARTICLE 16 WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM.— 


Delete Table P-1603.7. Minimum Required Flow Rates and Pres- 
sures and substitute the following: 


Table P-1603.7 
Minimum Required Flow Rates and Pressure 


L ti Flow Flow rate (at point 
ocason Pressure (psi of discharge) (gpm) 
Ordinary basin faucet 8 2 
Self-closing basin faucet 8 2% 

Sink faucet 2'3 inch 8 3 

Sink faucet '; inch 8 3 

Bathtub faucet 8 4 

Laundry rub cock ‘4 inch 8 4 

Shawer 8 3 
Batl-cock for closet 8 3 

Flush valve for closet 15 14-35 
Filushometer valve for urinal 15 1S 
Drinking fountain outlets 15 % 
Sillcock-wall hydrant 10 5 

Flush valves for wall hung 

blow-out and syphon-jet 

water closets 25 35 


Note 1 Wide range due to variation in design and type of flush valves. 

Note 2. Lavatories in restrooms of public facilities shall be equipped with self-closing 
outlet devices which limit the flow of hot water to a maximum of 0.5 gpm. 
devices which limit the outlet temperature to a maximum of onehundred ten 
(110) degrees F and self-closing valves which limit the quantity of hot water 
to a Maximum of 0.25 gallons 

Note 3 Showers used for other than safety reasons shall be equipped with flow con- 
trol devices to limit total flow to a maximum of three (3) gpm per shower 
head 
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The Building Code Standards Committee, in accordance with the rule 
making authority in Title 23, Chapter 27.3, Section 109.1, Paragraphs 
1 through 4 inclusive of the General Laws of Rhode Island, have 
formally adopted and promulgated the provisions of the BOCA Basic 
Mechanical Code of 1978, Third edition, as published by the Building 
Official and Code Administrators International, Inc. (BOCA) as the 
State Code for the design and installation of all mechanical systems. 
with the amendments thereto hereinafter set forth to the Articles and 
Sections of said Code. 


Delete this Article 1, Administration and Enforcement in its entirety, 
and the provisions of Chapter 23-27.3, Article 1 of the State Building 
Code, as amended, shall prevail. 


ARTICLE 4 STEAM AND HOT WATER HEATING SYSTEMS AND 
PROCESS PIPING. 


Delete M-400.1 Scope: and substitute the following: 


M-400.1 SCOPE: The provisions of this article shall govern the con- 
Struction, installation, repair, and alteration of all steam and water 
heating installations for heating, cooling and certain process piping 
for all steam and hot water systems for all installations not subject to 
the rules and regulations promulgated and enforced by the Depart- 
ment of Labor, Division of Occupational Safety, Boiler Unit. 


Permits for all steam and water boiler installations and repairs shall be 
issued only by the Department of Labor, Division of Occupational 
Safety, Boiler Unit. 


Exception: All high and low pressure boilers under 200,000 BTU input 
or less located in any and all commercial and industrial establishments 
as well as apartment dwellings of five (5) units or less shall be subject 
to permits issued by the local building official. 


Delete subsection M-405.1.2 and substitute the following: 


M-405-1.2 Safety relief valves on hot water boilers and generators 
and hot water pressure vessels or building heating systems shall be of 
the type designed for hot water use and bear the ASME-NB permanent 
rating label indicating the Capacity of the valve in BTUs and the pres- 
sure at which it is to operate. When the equipment has a heat imput 
rating in excess of ten million (10,000,000) BTUs, a second relief valve 
of adequate size to handle the boiler Output shall be installed. Tem- 
perature-relief valves shall be permanently marked indicating tem- 
perature-relief rating. Pressure-relief rating is not to be in excess of 
thirty (30) psig for cast iron boilers regardless of weight of water in 
the system, and a pressure-relief rating is not to be in excess of six (6) 
psig above the maximum allowable working pressure for pressure up 
to and including sixty (60) psig, and ten (10) per cent of maximum 
allowable working pr:ssure over sixty (60) psig for steel boilers, 
regardless of weight of water in the system. 


Delete subsection M-405.2 Locations and substitute the following: 
M-405.2 LOCATION: All relief valves shall be installed in Openings 


by the manufacturer of the equipment. If such openings are not pro- 
vided. the valves shall be installed in the piping of the equipment as 
close to the equipment as possible. Pressure-relief valves shall be 
installed in the cold water supply piping as close to the heater or tank 
as practicable, so the valve will be under the same constant water 
pressure as the equipment. Valves or stop cocks shall not be permitted 
between boiler or pressure vessel and pressure valves. Relief valves 
shall be sized as required by the ASME Code listed in Appendix B. It 
is permissable to bush the original opening in the shell to a smaller 
size to take a safety valve that will have the capacity to relieve all of the 
steam that can be generated in the boiler. 


Delete subsection M-420.2.2 without substitutions: 
Delete subsection M-423.4 and substitute the following: 


M-423.4 BOILER ROOM: Every boiler or combination boiler and 
cooling unit shall be installed nm a space which allows a minimum 
clearance of twenty-four (24) inches on all service sides. 


Exception: Boilers under the jurisdiction of the laws and regulations 
administered by the Department of Labor, Division of Occupational 
Safety, Boiler Unit as follows: 


“All high and low pressure boilers with a 200,000 BTU imput or more 
located in any and all commercial and industrial establishments as 
well as apartment dwellings of six (6) units or more shall be installed in 
a space which allows a minimum height of three (3) feet provided 
between the top of the boiler proper and the ceiling and at least three 
(3) feet between all sides of the boiler adjacent walls or other struc- 
tures. Boilers and pressure vessels having manholes shall have a five 
(5) foot clearance from the manhole openings and any wall, ceiling 
or piping that will prevent a person from entering the boiler or pressure 
vessel.” 


Such rooms shall be constructed of at least one (1) hour fireresistance 
rated construction, and the door shall be a Class C fire door or aone 
and three-quarter (1%) inch solid wood core door. Such door shall 
be equipped with an automatic self-closer. Combustion air shall be 
provided to such room in conformance with the mechanical code 
listed in Appendix B. Storage or living quarters shall not be permitted 
in any boiler or similar heating equipment room. 


Exception: One and two family dwellings, except for combustion air 
requirements as set forth in the mechanical code listed in Appendix B. 


For two (2) hour enclosure requirements reference the State Fire 
Safety Code, Title 23-28.1 of the General Laws. 


Delete subsection M-500.1 Scope and substitute the following: 


M-500.1 SCOPE: In addition to the other requirements of this code, 
this article shall govern the maintenance and safety of all steam 
boilers, steam cleaners and steam generators, presently installed or 
hereafter erected. 

All steam and hot water boiler installations shall receive permits from 


either the Division of Occupational Safety, Rhode Island Department 
of Labor, Boiler Unit: or the Local Official. (See also M-400.1) 


Delete M-S00.4 Boiler operator Certificate of Fitness and substitute 
the following: 


M-500.4 CERTIFICATE OF FITNESS: The local municipality may 
develop rules and requlations pursuant to the issuance of Certificates 
of Fitness for the operator or supervisor of boilers and pressure vessels 
within the limitations set forth by said municipalities. Copies of said 
regulations and subsequent amendments shall be filed with the State 
Building Commissioner. 


Delete Section M-501.0 Inspections in its entirety and substitute 
the following: 


SECTION M-501.0 INSPECTIONS: 


M-501.1 PERIODIC IN SPECTIONS AND CERTIFICATE OF IN- 
SPECTIONS: Refer to rules and regulations promulgated and 
enforced by the Department of Labor, Division of Occupational Safety, 
Boiler Unit. 


Delete Section M-502.0 Annual Inspection fees in its entirety without 
substitutions. 


Delete Table M-502 Inspection Fee Schedule without substitution: 
Add the following to Section M-900.1 Scope: 


M-900.1 SCOPE: The requirements of this article shall govern the 
installation, repair, maintenance and approval of all incinerators, 
crematories, fireplaces and barbecues. For purposes of this code 
barbecues shall be considered fireplaces and shall meet all the re- 
quirements of same. All work shall comply with the rules and regu- 
lations of the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Manage- 
ment and the Department of Health. The provisions of this Code shall 
govern when not inconsistant with the Departments regulations or 
when provisions are not contained within said regulations. 


Delete Article 11, Air Pollution Control, in its entirety and substitute 
the following: 


ARTICLE 11 AIR POLLUTION CONTROLS: 


M-1100.0 SCOPE: All work shall comply with the rules and regu- 
lations of the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Manage- 
ment, Division of Air Resources, and the Department of Health. 
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ELECTRICAL CODE 
REGULATION SBC-5 
NOVEMBER 1, 1981 


The Building Code Standards Committee, in accordance with the rule 
making authority in Title 23, Chapter 27.3, Section 109.1, paragraphs 1 
through 4 inclusive, of the General Laws of Rhodelsland, have formally 
adopted and promulgated the provisions of the National Electrical 
Code, 1981 edition, N.F.P.A. No. 70 1981 as published by the National 
Fire Protection Association, as the State Code for the design and 
installation of all electrical systems, with the amendments thereto 
hereinafter set forth to the Chapters and sections of said Code: 
Amend Section 90.4, Enforcement, as follows: 


$0.4 ENFORCEMENT: This Code is intended to be suitable for man- 
datory application by ¢ overnmental bodies exercising legal jurisdiction 
over electrical installations and for use by insurance inspectors. The 
Committee and the State Building Commissioner shall have the re- 
sponsibility for making interpretations of the rules and for deciding 
upon the approval of equipment and materials. The authority having 
jurisdiction shall have the responsibility for granting the special per- 
mission contemplatedinanumberoftherules. The State Building Code 
Standards Commiitee, acting as the State Board of Appeals, may waive 
specific requirements in this Code or permit alternate methods, where 
it is assured that equivalent objectives can be achieved by establishing 
and maintaining effective safety. 


SECTION 90-5. FORMAL INTERPRETATIONS: To promote uni- 
formity of interpretations and application of the provisions of this 
Code the State Building Code Standards Committee has established 
interpretation procedures and regulations to be implemented by the 
State Building Commissioner. Part D of this Appendix is for reference 
purposes only and the procedures outlined therein may be used by the; 
Commissioner in an advisory manner. See SBC - 10, Rules and Regu- 
lations for code interpretations. 

Add to 300.22. Wiring in Ducts, Plenums, and other Air Handling 
Spaces, the following subsections: 

(e) Aluminum-sheathed telephone cable may be run in spaces 
above dropped ceilings used for environmental air. 

(f) Telephone cables, aluminum-sheathed or plastic jacketed, shall 
be placed with a minimum of 3” clearance from recessed lighting 
fixtures. 


Add the following note to Table 310-13, Conductor Application and 
Insulation: 

Type MTW copper conductors, #16 AWG stranded may be used for 
motor control circuits where: 

1. Control circuit voltage is 120 volts or less obtained through acon- 
trol circuit transformer with insulated windings. 

2. Control circuit is fused at six amperes or less. 

3. Control circuit conductors are run in approved raceways. 


Delete subsection 336.3, Uses Permitted or not permitted, and 
substitute the following: 


336.3 USES PERMITTED OR NOT PERMITTED. Type NM and Type 
NMC cables shall be permitted in the following locations and uses: 

1. One and Two Family dwellings (Use Group R-3 and R-4) 

2. All structures not exceeding three floors above grade, of any use 
group except as prohibited by Section 336.3(c). 

3.R-2 (multi-family dwellings) use groups exceeding three stories 
above grade within dwelling units for branch circuit wiring. 

4.R-2 (multi-family dwellings) use groups exceeding three stories 
above grade as feeders which donot penetrate or pass through floors or 
fire walls. “ 

For the purpose of this article, the first floor of a building shall be that 
floor designed for human habitation which is level with or above fin- 
ished qrade of the exterior wall line of 50 percent or more of its perimeter. 


Deiete Subsection 410-16(b) Suspended Ceilings and substitute 
the following: 

(b) Suspénded Ceilings: Framing members of suspended ceiling 
systems used to support fixtures shall be securely fastened to each 
other and'shall be securely attached to the building structure at appro- 
priate intervals. Lay-in type lighting fixtures and surface mounted 
fluorescent lighting fixtures shall be supported from the roof structure 
or ceiling above and shall not depend on the suspended ceiling grid 
system for support. 


Add the following Section to Article 450: 


450-27. FLAMMABLE OIL-INSULATED EQUIPMENT INSTALLED 
OUTDOORS. - (1) Electrical equipment containing liquid that will 
burn in air, in quantities more than 10 gallons, and installed outdoors 
including pad-mounrted transformers shall not, except as permitted 
below, be located within 20 feet of: 

a. Any combustible surfaces or material on a building; or 

b. Any door or window; or 

c. Any ventilation inlet or outlet 

Exceptions: Such new equipment installed, owned and maintained 
by the public utility shall be exempt from these provisions, exceptwhen 
installed on private property. 


(2} The dimension referred to above shall be the shortest line-of- 
sight distance from the face of the container containing the flammable 
liquid to the building or part of the building in question 

(3) Notwithstanding type requirements above the equipment may be 
installed within 20 feet of a building providing a suitable noncombusti- 
ble wallor barrier is constructed, in a manner acceptable tothe electric 
utility and the inspection department, between the building and the 
equipment. 

(4) Where electrical equipment containing liquids that will burnin 
air, in quantities or more than 10 gallons, is installed outdoors it shall: 

(a) Be inaccesible to unauthorized person, and 

(6) Not obstruct the fire fighting operations; and 

(c) If installed at ground level, be located on a concrete pad draining 


away from structures or be in a curbed area filled with coarse crushed 
stone; and é 

(d) Not have open drains for the disposal of flammable liquid in the 
proximity of combustible construction or materials. 


Amend Section 760-1, Scope, as follows: 
ARTICLE 760 
FIRE PROTECTION SIGNALING SYSTEMS 


A. Scope and General 

760-1. SCOPE. — This article covers the installation of wiring and 
equipment of fire protec ive signaling systems operating at 600 volts 
or less. 

For further information for fire alarm, guard tour, sprinkler waterflow 
and sprinkler supervisory systems, refer to the following: 

NFPA Standard No. 71-1977 — Central Station Signaling Systems. 

NFPA Standard No. 72A-1975 — Local Protective Signaling Systems. 

NFPA Standard No. 72B-1975 — Auxiliary Protective Signaling Sys- 
tems. 

NFPA Standard No. 72C-1975 — Remote Station Protective Signaling 

Systems. 

NFPA Standard No. 72D-1975 — Proprietary Protective Signaling Sys- 
tems. 

NFPA Standard No. 72E-1974 — Automatic Fire Detectors. 

NFPA Standard No. 74-1975 — Household Fire Warning Equipment. 

Class 1, 2 and 3 circuits are defined in Article 725. 

Fire alarm systems, emergency lighting systems and exit signs shall 
comply with the requirements of the Rhode Island State Fire Code as 
amended. Cities and towns may enact ordinances and orders relating 
to fire safety, provided such ordinances and orders specify require- 
ments equal to, additional to, or more stringent than those contained 
in the Rhode Island Fire Safety Code. 

The National Electrical Code requirements for fire alarm systems, 
emergency lighting systems and exit signs shall be compiled with 
where not in conflict with the above noted requirments. 


a? 


3 ‘ 
Ma 4 

. >| 
EL 


RHODE ISLAND 
STATE BUILDING CODE 


Code for Energy Conservation 
in New Building Construction 
Regulation SBC-6 
November 1, 1981 


Replaces Regulation SBC-6-77 
Revised August 31, 1977 


STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 


Department of Community Affairs 

BUILDING CODE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
12 Humbert Street 

No. Providence, R.J. 02911 


dts) Vi ell S Cel A a ee, os , s 


Energy Conservation 


CODE FOR ENERGY CONSERVATION 
IN NEW BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
REGULATION SBC-6 


The Building Code Standards Committee, in accordance with the rule 
making authority of Title 23, Chapter 27.3, Section 109.1, Paragraphs 
1 through 4 inclusively, have formally adopted and promulgated as the 
Rhode Island Energy Code, the provisions of the Code for Energy 
Conservation in New Building Construction, dated December 1977, 
as published jointly by the National Conference of States on Building 
Codes and Standards (NCSBCS), the Building Officials and Code 
Administrators International (BOCA), the International Conference of 
Building Officials (1\CBO), and the Southern Building Code Congress 
International (SBCCI), with the amendments thereto hereinafter set 
forth to the sections of said code: 


101.3 SCOPE. — This Code sets forth minimum requirements for the 
design of new buildings and structures or portions thereof and 
additions to existing buildings that provide facilities or shelter for 
public assembly, educational, business, mercantile, institutional, 
storage and residential occupancies, by regulating their exterior 
envelopes and the selection of their HVAC, service water heating, 
electrical distribution and illumination systems and equipment for 
effective use of energy. 


Amend section 104.1, General, as follows: 
104.0 PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS. — 


104.1 GENERAL. — With each application for a building permit, and 
when required by the Building Official, plans and specifications shall 
be submitted. The Building Official may require plans and 
specifications be prepared by an engineer or architect licensed to 
practice by the State. 


Add the following criteria to Table in section 302.1: 
302.1 EXTERIOR DESIGN CONDITIONS 


EXTERIOR DESIGN CONDITIONS 


WINTER' Design Dry-Bulb 
Design Dry-Bulb 86° F 
SUMMER! Design Wet-Bulb 


DEGREE DAYS HEATING 
DEGREES NORTH LATITUDE 


Add the following criteria to Table 5-1: 
TABLE 5-1' 


TYPE A-1 
BUILDINGS 


TYPE A-2 
BUILDINGS 


ELEMENT 
HEATING OR 
COOLING 
HEATING OR 
ROOF/CEILING’ COOLING 
FLOORS OVER HEATING OR 
UNHEATED SPACES} COOLING 
HEATED R VALUE 
SLAB ON GRADE HEATING 


Amend Note 1 as follows: 


1. Insulation in stud wall construction shall havea value ofnotlessthan 
R-11. 


Amend Table 5-1 by adding the following note: 


Note 4. Insulation may be omitted from floors over unheated spaces by 
substituting the following: 

a. Foundation wall shall have exterior insulation from grade totwo (2) 
feet below grade with a minimum R value of 4.9 and 

b. The perimeter of the outside wallatthe joists orfloorstructureshall 
be insulated with an insulation with minimum R value of 11, and; 

c. infiltration at the top of the foundation wall shall be eliminated 
through the use of caulking or other materials acceptable to the local 
building official. 


HEATED 
SLAB ON GRADE 


Add the following criteria to Table 5-2: 


TABLE 5§-2' 
HEATING U, = .27 
3 STORIES COOLING OTTV = 34.0 
OR LESS i 
tes SF* a 128 
WALLS 
HEATING lb = .33 
3 anes COOLING OTTV = 34 
Le SF* E -128 
ROOF/CEILING : BROREIGS, Ue= .076 
FLOORS OVER | HEATING OR Hass 
UNHEATED SPACES COOLING - anne 
HEATED HEATING OR r 
SLAB ON GRADE COOLING R VALUE = 7.0 
. UNHEATED | HEATING OR ae 
SLAB ON GRADE COOLING | R VALUE =49 


SF = SOLAR FACTOR 


Values shall be determined by using the graphs (Figures 2, 3. 4. 5 and 6) contained in Section 7 
(based on Std RS-9); using heating degree days as specified in Section 3020 


Amend first paragraph of section 503.10, Duct Construction, as 
follows: 


503.10. DUCT CONSTRUCTION. — All duct work shall be 
constructed and erected in accordance with Standards RS-15, RS-16, 
RS-20, Construction Standards for High Pressure Ducts, SMACNA- 
75, Construction Standards for Fibrous Glass Ducts SMACNA 75. 


Change sub-section 505.2(6-1), Water Heaters, Storage Tanks, 
Boilers and Piping — Temperature Controls, as follows: 


(bo) Temperature Controls. 


1. Automatic Controls. Service ‘vater heating systems shall be 
equipped with automatic temperature controls capable of adjustment 
from the lowest to the highest acceptable temperature setting for the 
intended use. Temperature setting range shall be in accordance with 
Chapter 37, Table 2 of Std. RS-11. 


Add the fotlowing paragraph to sub-section 504.2 (b) 3a. 


EXCEPTION: Indoor swimming pools during the heating season 
only when heat loss from the swimming pool reduces the load on the 
building heating system and,does not result in increased energy 
usage. 


$05.9 LIGHTING POWER BUDGET. — Delete this section in its 
entirety and substitute the following: 


505.3. LIGHTING POWER BUDGET. — A lighting power budget is the 
upper limit of the power to be available to provide the lighting needsin 
accordance with the criteria and calculation procedure specified 
herein. 

The lighting power budget for the building shall be the sum of the 
power limits computed for all sighted interior and exterior spaces and 
shall be determined in accordance with the procedures specified in 
this section. 

‘(a) Exempt Buildings 

1. One and two-family detached dwellings and the dwelling portion 
of multi-family buildings are exempt from the requirements of Section 
505.3. 

2. Areas of industrial plants used for production, in which case 
safety and health requirements shall govern. 

3. Telephone exchange buildings. 

(b) Buildings included (new and existing) 

1. Any building which provides facilities or shelter for public 
assembly, or which is used for educational, office, or institutional 
purposes; A 

2. Any inn, motel, hotel, sports arena, supermarket, transportation 


terminal, retail store, restaurant, or other commercial establishment 
which provides services or retail merchandise; 

3. Any portion of an industrial plant building used primarily as office 
space; 

4.Any building owned by the State or political subdivision thereof, 
including libraries, museums, schools, hospitals, auditoriums sports 
arenas, and university buildings. 

(c) Lighting not included 

1. Task lighting shall not be included in the lighting power limit 
calculation. 

2. Lighting for theatrical, television, cleanrooms, spectator and 
participator sports areas and like usage shall not be included in the 
total building limit. 

(d) Definitions 

Connected Lighting Load: Total possible simultaneous demand for 
lighting. 

Lighting Power Limit: A lighting power limit is the upper limit of the 
power to be used to provide the lighting requirements of a building. 

Task Lighting: illumination applied to an individual location with 
local control of switching. Examples: desk light, examining light, 
machine light. 

(e) Calculation Procedure — 

Separate lighting power limits shall be calculated for the building 
interior and the building exterior. 

1. Building Interior 

(a) Determine the use category of the various parts of the building 
for Table 5-10. 

(b) Multiply the area of each category by the maximum power limit 
per square foot in watts for the category to determine the maximum 
connected lighting load in watts for the category areas. 

(c) Add the total watts for each category area to determine the 
lighting power limit in watts for the building interior. 

2. Building Exterior 

(a) Multiply the number of linear feet of the building perimeter by the 
power limit value in watts per linear foot to determine the power limit 
for lighting the exterior of the building. 

(b) Parking areas and walkways -—- multiply the areas in each 
category by the power limit value listed in Table 5-10 for that category. 

(f) Flexibility of Design — The installed lighting power (connected 
electrical lighting load) in any category or area may be increased or 
decreased from the values listed in Table 5-10 provided that the total 


installed lighting power does not exceed the total allowed calculated 
in section 505.3 (e) 


TABLE 5-10 
Lighting Power Limit (Connected Electrical Lighting Load) For Listed 
Occupancies 


(See Note 1) Maximum Watts 


per Square Feet 
including Lam 
Type of Use Bates 4 
Category A: 
Classroom, office, automotive, mechanical area, 3.0 
museum, conference room, drafting, clerical, 
favoratory, retail store, kitchen, examining room, 
open library stacks, athletic facility 


Category B: 

Auditorium, place of assembly, waiting area, 1.0 
spectator area, restroom, dining, working corri- 

dor in prison and hospital, transportation termi- 

nal, closed book stacks, refined storage, hospital 

bedroom, hotel/motel bedroom, enclosed shop- 

ping mall concourse. 


Category C: 

Corridor, lobby, elevator, stairway, dead storage 0.5 

(See Note 2) 

Category D: 

Indoor Parking 0.25 
Exterior 

Category E: 

Building Perimeter: wall-wash facade, canopy 5.0 watts 
Category F: linear foot 
Outdoor Parking 0.05 
Category G: 


Outdoor walkways 0.15 


In all exterior areas; lighting fixtures should be switched off 
automatically by timers, photocells or other automatic means when 
natural light is available. 

Note 1: The power limits listed herein may be waived where required to 
comply with Federal Standards for minimum lighting levels. 

Note 2: In open-concept spaces in excess of 2,000 sq. ft. with no 
defined egress or circulation pattern, 25% of the area shall be 
designated as Category B. 

(g) Documentation — When required by enforcing authority, lighting 
power-loads shall be presented in tabulated form and shall include the 
total connected lighting wattage in each category and forall categories. 
For new construction the data shall be indicated on the building 
drawings or presented to the approving authority as an attachment to 
drawings or specifications. 
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THE STATE BUILDING CODE 
SPECIFICATION FOR MAKING BUILDING AND FACILITIES 
ACCESSIBLE TO AND USEABLE BY PHYSICALLY 
HANDICAPPED PEOPLE 
REGULATION SBC-7 
NOVEMBER I, 1981 


The Building Code Standards Committee, in accordance with the rule 
making authority of Title 23, chapter 27.3, section 109.1 paragraphs one 
(1) through four (4) inclusively, and section 109.1.4, have formally 
adopted and promulgated as the Rhode Island Handicapped Accessi- 
bility Critieria, the provisions of the American National Standard 
Specification for Making Buildings and Facilities Accessible to and 
Useable by Physically Handicapped People, ANSI A117.1-1980, as 
published by the American National Standards Institute, Inc. (ANSI), 
together with the amendments thereto hereinafter set forth to the 
sections of said standard. 


Section (1), Purpose and Scope of this standard is hereby repealed 
in its entirety and hearby amended by adding thereto the following: 


1. PURPOSE AND SCOPE 


4.1 PURPOSE. The specifications in this standard are intended to 
make buildings and facilities accessible to and usable by people with 
such physical disabilities as the inability to walk, difficulty walking, 
reliance on walking aids, sight and hearing disabilities, incoordination, 
reaching and manipulation disabilities, lack of stamina, difficulty inter- 
preting and reacting to sensory information, and extremes of physical 
size. Accessibility and usability allow a disabled person to get to, enter, 
and use a building or facility. 


1.2 SCOPE: The provisions of this standard shall apply to all build- 
ings and portions thereof of use groups A (assembly), B (business), F 
(factory), | (institutional), M (mercantile) and S (storage): 


Exceptions: 

(1) Mechanical, storage and similar types of incidental spaces. 

(2) Mezzanines and balconies, provided accessible accommo- 
dations are available at the main level and the services are similar. 

(3) Use groups RA; R. and T. 

(4) Sections 1.4.1 and 1.4.2 provide special access requirements. 


1.3 MODIFICATIONS: Where it can be demonstrated that one (1) or 
more of the following provisions is not applicable to the proposed use 
and occupancy, modifications may be sought under the provisions of 
Section 110.0 of SBC-1. 


1.4 SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 


1.4.1 RESIDENTIAL (R-1) USE: Bedroom units as required by Table 
1.4 in use group (R-1) (residential, hotels) buildings shall be made 
accessible to physically handicapped persons. The bedroom units, 
allocated for the physically handicapped shall be proportionately dis- 


tributed throughout all types of units. Access to additional floors with- 
out public facilities is not required. 


4.4.2 RESIDENTIAL (R-2) USE: All new dwelling units in use group 
R-2 (residential, multi-family) buildings, required to be accessible in 
Table 1.4, shall be designed to the space and equipment criteria of this 
standard. The dwelling units so designed shall be proportionately dis- 
tributed throughout all types of units. Laundry and storage facilities, if 
provided, shall beaccessible. Access to additional floors without public 
spaces is not required. 


TABLE 1.4 ACCESSIBLE UNITS 


R-1 R-2 Required No. 
No. of Bedroom No. of Dwelling of Accessible 
Units Units Units 
— Upto7> 0 
Up to 24 25 to 4.) 1 
25 to 49 50 to 99 2 
50 to 74 100 to 149 Gu 
75 to 99 200 to 299 4° 
100 to 124 300 to 399 5: 
Over 125 Over 400 4% of bedroom 
units or 
Fraction 
thereof* 


*Proportionately distribute throughout all types of units. 


Dweiling units (residential, multi-family) required to be accessible in 
R-2 buildings shall be of the adaptable type. Thedesignshallincludeall 
space requirements, structural supports or equipment supplies so that 
when rented the unit can be made to comply with the accessibility 
criteria of this standard which pertains to the specific disability of the 
person(s) renting said unit. The costto make the dwelling unit's facili- 
ties i.e. kitchen, bath, cabinets, etc. accessibility shall be borne by 
the owner. 


When said (residential, multi-family) R-2 building is rented to sixty 
(60%) percent of any new units constructed the owner may rent the 
adaptabie dwelling unit for other than handicapped useage without 
accessible facilities. 


1.5 BUILDING ENTRANGE: At least one (1) primary entrance at 
each grade floor level of a building or structure shall be accessible 
from the parking lot or the nearest street by means of a walk uninter- 
rupted by steps or abrupt changes in grade and shall have a width of 
not less than three (3) feet and a gradient of not morethan one (1) foot 
in twenty (20) feet or a ramp meeting the requirements of section 4.8, 
except for enclosure. This entrance shall comply with requirements of 
Section 612.0 of SBC-1. 


Neo“ 


Table t 
Graphic Conventions 


Conventior Description 
: mishe Typical dimension line showing (OS. cus 
ee foimuary Units (in inches} above the line ad 
St units Gin millimeters) below 
4 ae F y A 
230 Dimensions for short distances imiln ated 
| va extended tine 
9 JO . r $ A 
| 20” ais Dimension line showing alternate doinen 
j sions required 


G Direction of approach 


mex Maximum 
mon Minimum 
tee wesesseeeee eens Houndary of clear floor area 


yee . = > & Centerline 


1.6 PARKING LOTS AND BUILDING APPROACHES: A parking 
lot servicing each entrance described in Section 1.5shallhaveanumber 
of level parking spaces as set forth in the following T able 1.6, identified 
by above grade signs as reserved for physically handicapped persons. 
Each reserved parking space shall comply with section 4. 


Table 1.6 
ACCESSIBLE PARKING SPACES 


Required number of 


Total parking in lot accessible spaces 
upto 25 1 
26to 50 2 
5ito 75 3 
76to 100 4 
101 to 150 5 
151 to 200 6 
201 to 300 7 
301to 400 8 
401 to 500 ) 
501 to 1000 2% of total 
over 1000 20 plus 1 for each 100 
over 1000 


1.6 PARKING SPACES: Parking spaces for the physically handi- 
capped shall be located as close as possible to elevators, ramps, walk- 
ways, and entrances. Parking spaces should be located so that the 
physically handicapped persons are not compelled to wheel or walk 
behind parked cars to reach entrances, ramps, walkways andelevators. 


1.7. INTERIOR ACCESS: Interior means of access to all floors shall be 
provided by ramps meeting the requirements of 4.8 or elevators, and 
access to all points on each floor shall be provided by means of pas- 
sageways, corridors, and doorways meeting the requirements of this 
standard. Interior access to the second floor will not be required for 
the following structures: (a) two (2) story motels and hotels: and (b) 
two (2) story office buildings whose story is 10,000 square feet or less 
with the exception of two (2) story state and municipal buildings and 
all medica! office buildings. 


4.8 TELEPHONES: Where a public or pay phone is installed, five (5) 
per cent or not less than one (1) telephone shall be accessible to, and 
usable. by, physically handicapped persons. Such telephones shall 
comply with section 4.31 of this standard. 


4.9 ELEVATORS: If interior access in multi-story buildings is pro- 
vided by elevator(s), at least one (1) elevator shall meet the require- 
ments of Section 4.10. 


1.10 ACCESS TO PLUMBING FIXTURES 


4.10.1 TOILET ROOMS: In all toilet rooms containing fixtures re- 
quired by the Plumbing Code SBC-3 at least one (1) water closet, lava- 
tory and miscellaneous accessories shall be accessible to and usable 
by physically handicapped persons in accordance with the provision 
of section 4.2.2 

EXCEPTION: if required fixtures are installed in two or more toilet 
rooms for use by the same sex on the same floor. The building officials 
may require that fixtures in only one room comply with these pro- 
visions provided that the room is conveniently located and adequately 
marked to indicate that the handicap facilities are available therein. 


4.141 ASSEMBLY SEATING ACCOMMODATIONS: Places of assem- 
bly with fixed seating arrangements shall provide viewing positions 
for persons in wheelchairs in accordance with the following Table 1.10 
and section 4.33. 3 


TABLE 1.10 
PLACES OF ASSEMBLY, ACCESSIBLE VIEWING POSITIONS 
Capacity of assembly space Number of viewing positions 
upto 650 2 
Sito 75 3 
75to 100 4 
iGito 160 § 
151to 200 6 
201 to 7 
301 to 400 8 
401i to 506 9 
501 to 1000 2% of total 
over 1000 2% plus 1 for each 100 over 1000 


1.12 CHECKOUT LANES: Buildings which include checkout lanes 
shall provide at least one (1) checkout lane, on each floor where such 
lanes are used, which is not less than thirty-six (36) inches wide. 


1.13 TURNSTILES: Buildings which utilize turnstiles to control traffic 
shall provide a clearly marked alternate route for the physically handi- 
capped which is at least thirty-six (36) inches wide. 


Section 2, Recommendations to Adopting Authorities of this standard 
is hereby repealed in its entirety, and the following section 2, general 
requirements, is hereby added thereto: 


2. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 


2.1 REASONABLE NUMBER: This Standard contains specifications 
that call for the installation of “at least one” accessible element of a 
particular type unless as defined by the provisions of section one (1) 
Purpose and Scope. 


2.2. EXISTING STRUCTURES: The specifications of this standard 
shall apply to existing structures in accordance with all of the pro- 
visions of chapter 23, Title 27.3, sections 105.0 Change in Existing Use, 
and 106.0, existing Structures, inclusively. 


2.3 PROBLEM SITES: It is nottheintent ofthisstandardto discourage 
development of sites with extreme conditions, for example, where 
housing would be built on steep slopes or recreation facilities provided 
in natural terrain, and where full accessibility might be impractical. 


Add to section 3.5, the following: 


Section 3.5, delete definition of “adaptability” and substitute the 
following definition: 


ADAPTABILITY: The providing of the necessary space and sup- 
portive building elements i.e. rough plumbing, electrical services, 
structural blocking for grab-bars, etc. so that the facility has the ability 
to accomodate the needs of the disabled or able dependent upon their 
different types or degrees of disability. Said space and supportive 
building elements are necessary in order to provide kitchen counters. 
sinks, grab-bars, tubs or showers etc. which are added to, raised. 
lowered or otherwise altered dependent on the types or degrees of 
disabilities of said person(s). 


ADD TO SECTION 4.1.1 the following: 


4.1.1 ACCESSIBLE SITE AND EXTERIOR FACILITIES. 
An accessible site shall meet the following minimum requirements: 
1. Atleast one accessible route complying with 4.3 shall be provided 
from public transportation stops, or accessible parking spaces, ac- 
cessible passenger loading zones if provided or public streets or side- 
walks to an accessible building entrance. 


ADD TO SECTION 4.3.2. the following: 
4.3.2 LOCATION: 

1. At least one accessible route shall be provided from public trans- 
portation stops, or accessible parking, accessible passenger loading 


zones or public street or sidewalks to the accessible building entrance 
they serve. 


Add to Section 4.30.2 the following: 
a. Mounting location and height Signage shall be placed in stand- 
ardized location throughout a building or facility as follows: 
1. Interior signage shall be located alongside of the door on the 
latch side and shall be mounted at between 4'S” and 5'6" (1,370mm 
and 1,675mm) above finish floor. (Fig. 43A) 
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2. Exterior signage shall be installed at entrances and walks to 
direct individuals to accessible routes and entrances as required. 


Section 4.33.5 shall read as follows: 


4.33.5 ACCESS TO PERFORMING AREAS: 
There shall be an accessible route to performing areas, including 
stages, all floors, dressing rooms, locker rooms and other spaces 


used by performers. 
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CHANGE SECTION 4.5.3 to read as follows: 


4.5.2 CHANGES IN LEVEL: 

If carpet or carpet tile is used onan accessiblerouteonaground or floor 
surtace, then it shall be securely attached, have a firm cushion, pad, or 
backing or no cushion or pad; and havea level loop, textured loop, level 
cut pile, or level cut/uncut pile texture. The maximum pile height shall 
be % in. (18mm). Exposed edges of carpet shall be fastened to floor 
surfaces and have trim along the entire length of the exposed edge. 
Carpet edge trim shall comply with 4.5.2. 


SECTION 4.6.4 will read as follows: 


PARKING FOR PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED-PROHIBITIONS- 
PENALTIES. 


1. Nopersonshallpark amotorvehicleina parkingspace designated 
and reserved for the physically handicapped, on either private or public 
property, unless: 

a. that person is physically handicapped in a manner rendering it 
difficult, dangerous or impossible for the person to walk, or the person 
operating the vehicle under the direction of aperson whois physically 
handicapped in this manner and 

b. the vehicle visibly displays the certificate or insignia issued to 
physically handicapped persons by the Registry of Motor Vehicles 
pursuant to section 31-28.7. 

2. Handicapped parking spaces shall be designated and identified 
by the posting ofsignsincorporating the international symbol of access 
in white on blue and indicating that the parking space is reserved for 
the handicapped with vehicles displaying the required certificate. 

3. Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be 

tinded not less than twenty-five dollars ($25). 
This section shall be enforced in the same manner as parking ordin- 
ances, or regulations are enforcedin the governmental subdivisions in 
which the violation occurs. A handicapped person charged with vio- 
lating this section because he or she parked ina hadicapped parking 
space without the required certificate or insignia shall not be fined ifhe 
or she produces in court or prior to the court appearance the required 
certificate or insignia and demonstrates that he or she was entitled to 
the certificate or insignia. 

4. For the purpose of this act, physically handicapped persons, as 
defined above may be capable of working and still be eligible underthis 
chapter for the certification or insignia issued to physically handi- 
capped persons by the Registry of Motor Vehicles. 

5. The Registry of Motor Vehicles shall at the time of license renewal 
inform each licensed driver of the certification procedures and parking» 
restrictions of this act. 


Add the following Section: 


SECTION 4.8.2.1. Ail ramps shall have concrete masonry foundation 
walls or piers extending to a depth of 26" minimum below finish grade. 
Provide 12” of compacted crushed stone gravel layed under foun- 
dation wall or pier at entrance landing. This layer of gravel or crushed 
stone may be 4" thick elsewhere. 


NOTE: Layers of stone/gravel may be substituted with solid 
masonry or concrete walls or piers 3'6” below finish grade. 


SECTION 4.8.5 HANDRAILS 
Add new paragraph as follows: 

(5) mounting height: mount handrails at accessible ramps at aheight 
of 2'8" to 2'10” (813 mm to 864mm) above ramp surface. Handrails shall 
contain a minimum of 4 rails. One shall be mounted no more than 4” 
above ramp with the top rail conforming to the above dimension with 2 
intermediate rails evenly spaced. If vertical rails are used top and bot- 
tom rails will remain the same and vertical rails shall have no more than 
6” between them. If rails are mounted on the outside of a ramp then 
2%" toe guard shall be provided. 


Figure 17 in drawing, with section of the toe guard, the toe guard 
may be substituted by a rail 4” above ramp. 


Amend Section 4.10, Elevators, and Section 4.11, Platform Lifts, as 
follows: 


The criteria and approval of all accessible elevators and platform 
lifts shall be in accordance with the regulations of the Dept. of Labor, 
Division of Occupational Safety. 


SECTION 4.14 Should read as follows: 
4.14 ENTRANCES 


4.14.1 MINIMUM NUMBER: A reasonable number, but always at 
least one, of principal the entrances to a building or facility shall be part 
of an accessible route and shall comply with 4.3. Such entrances shall 
be connected by an accessable route to public transportation stop, 
or to accessible parking and passenger loading zones or to public 
streets or sidewalks if available (see 4.3.2) (1). They shall also be con- 
nected by an accessible route to all accessible spaces or elements 
within the building or facility. 


In Figure 306 Change dimensions from 36” or 48” to read 36" to 48”. 
SECTION 4.18.4 Should read as follows: 


4.18.4 FLUSH CONTROLS: 


Flush controls shall be automatic or hand operated, and shall comply 
with 4.27.4 and shall be mounted no more than 44” (1120mm) above 
the floor. 


SECTION 4.19.2 shall read as follows: 


4.19.2 HEIGHT AND CLEARANCES: 

Lavatories shall be mounted with (a) clearance of at least 29” (735mm) 
from the floor to the bottom of the apron and 32” to the top. Knee and 
toe clearance shall comply with figure 31. 
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Article 1 


SCOPE 


100.1 GENERAL: In order to encourage only that development of 
floodprone areas which is appropriate, in light of the probability of 
flood damage, and recognizing the need to reduce flood losses within 
the context of acceptable social and economic use of the land: in 
relation to the hazards involved, and in order to avoid any increase in 
the danger to human life, and to discourage all other development, 
building restrictions must be observed within the designated flood 
hazard areas, as they now exist, or as they may hereafter from time to 
time be amended. 


100.2 DESIGNATED AREAS & PROJECTS: Al! building projects, 
including new construction and substantial improvements to existing 
Structures, and the placement of prefabricated buildings and mobile 
homes, shall be reviewed to determine if the location is within any area 
of special flood hazards as designated by the Federal |nsurance Admin- 
istration (FIA), through issuance of a Flood Hazard Boundary Map or 
through a scientific and engineering report entitled ‘Flood Insurance 
Study” with accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Maps and Flood 
Boundary and Floodway Maps. 


Article 2 


DEFINITIONS 


For the purpose of these regulations the following terms. phrases, 
words and their derivations shall have the meaning given herein When 
not inconsistent with the context hereof. words used In the present 
tense shall include the future; words used in the singular shall include 
the plural. 


APPEAL: Means a request for a review of the Building Officials’s inter- 
pretation of any provision of these regulations or a request for a vari- 
ance. 


AREA OF SHALLOW FLOODING: Means a designated AO or VO Zone 
on a community's Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) with base flood 
depths from one to three feet where aclearly defined channel does not 
exist, where the path of flooding is unpredictable and indeterminate, 
and where velocity flow may be evident. 


AREA OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD: Is the land in the flood plain 
within a community subject to a one percent or greater change of 
flooding in any given year. 


BASE FLOOD: Means the flood having a one percent chance of being 
equalled or exceeded in any given year (Also know as the 100-year 
flood). 


BREAKWAY WALLS: Means any type of walls, whether solid or lattice 
and whether constructed of concrete, masonry, wood, metal, plastic, 
or any other suitable building material which are not part of the struc- 
tural support of the building and which are so designed to break away. 
under abnormally high tides or wave action, without damage to the 
structural integrity of the building on which they are used or any build- 
ings to which they might be carried by flood waters. 


COASTAL HIGH HAZARD AREA: Means the area subject to high 
velocity waters, including hurricane wave wash. The areais designated 
ona FIRM as Zone VI-30. 


FEDERAL INSURANCE ADMINISTRATION: The agency that admin- 
isters the National Flood Insurance Program 


FLOOD OR FLOODING: (a) A general and temporary condition of 

partial or complete inundation of normally dry land areas from: 

1. The overflow of inland or tidal waters. 

2. The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters 
from any source. : 

3. Mudslides (ie. mudflows) which are proximately caused or pre- 
cipitated by accumulations of water on or under the ground. 


(b} The collapse or subsidence of land along the shore of a lake or 
other body of water as a result of erosion or undermining caused 
by waves or currents of water exceeding anticipated cyclical 
levels or suddenly caused by an unusually high water level ina 
natural body of water, accompanied by a severe storm, or by an 
unanticipated force of nature, such as a flash flood or an ab- 
normal tidal surge, or by some similarly unusual and unforesee- 
able event which results in flooding as defined in (a) (1) above. 


FLOOD HAZARD BOUNDARY MAPS (FHBM): An official map of a 
community, issued by the Federal Insurance Administration, where 
the boundaries of the flood, mudslide, (i.e. mudflow) related erosion 
areas having special hazards have been designated as ZoneA, M and/or 
E. 


FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM): An official map of a com- 
munity on which the Federal Insurance Administration has delineated 
both the special flood hazard areas and the risk premium zones appli- 
cable to the community. 


FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY: Means the official report in which the 
Federal Insurance Administration has provided flood profiles as well 
as the Flood Hazard Boundary-Floodway Map and the water surface 
elevation of the base flood. 


FLOOD PROOFING: Means construction methods and materials 
adequate to withstand the flood depths, pressures, velocities, impact 
and uplift forces and other factors associated with the base flood. 
Additionally, below the base flood level the structure is to be watertight 
with walls substantially impermeable to the passage of water and with 
structural components having the capability of resisting hydrostatic 
and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy. 


MEAN SEALEVEL: Means theaverageheight of thesea for allstages 
of the tide. 


MOBILE HOME: Means a structure, transportable in one or more 
sections, which is built on a permanent chassis and designed to be 
used with or without a permanent foundation when connected to the 
required utilities. It does not include recreational vehicles or travel 
trailers. 


NEW CONSTRUCTION: Means structures for which the ‘start of 
Construction’ commenced on or after the effective date of these 
regulations. 


PHYSICAL VALUE: See definition in Section 106.5 of the Rhode 
State Building Code and definition of Substantial Improvement. 


STRUCTURE: A walled and roofed building, including agas or liquid 
storage tank, that is principally above ground, as wellasamobilehome. 


Article 3 


ADMINISTRATION 


300.1 DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BUILDING OFFI- 
CIAL: Duties of the Building Official shall include but not be limited 
to: 

(a) Permit Review 

(1) Review all building permits to determine that the requirements 
herein have been satisfied. 

(2) Review all building permits to require that all necessary permits 
have been obtained from those federal, state, or local govern- 
mental agencies from which prior approval is required. 

(b) Use of Other Base Fiood Data 

In the absence of base flood elevation data provided by the Federal 
Insurance Administration, the Building Official shall obtain, review 
and reasonably utilize any base flood elevation data available from a 
federal, state or other source in order to administer Article 4, Con- 
struction Requirements. 

(c) Information to be Obtained and Maintained 

(1) Verify and record the actual elevation (in relation to mean sea 
level) of the lowest floor (including basement) of all new or 
substantially improved structures. 

(2) For all new or substantially improved floodproofed structures: 
(i) verify and record the actual elevation (in relation to mean 

sea level), and 
(ii) Maintain the floodproofing certifications required in Sec- 
tion 400.2 (b) 

(3) In coastal high hazard areas, certification shall be obtained 
from a registered professional engineer or architect that the 
Structure is securely anchored to adequately anchored pilings 
or columns to withstand velocity waters and hurricane wave 
wash. 

(4) Maintain for public inspection all records pertaining to these 
rules and regulations. 

(d) Interpretation of Map Boundaries 

The Building Official shall make interpretations where needed, as to 
the exact location of the boundaries of the areas of special flood 
hazards (for example, where there appears to bea conflict between a 
mapped boundary and actual field conditions). The person contesting 
the location of the boundary shall be given a reasonable opportunity 
to appeal the interpretation (See Article 5 - Variances and Appeals). 


SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT: Means any repair. reconstruction, 
or improvement of a structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 
50 percent of the physical value of the structure either (a) before the 
improvement or repair is started or (b) if the structure has been 
damaged, and is being restored, before the damage occurred. For the 
purpose of this definition “substantial improvement” is considered 
to occur when the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other 
structural part of the building commences, whether or not that alter- 
ation affects the external dimensions of the structure. The term does 
not however, include either (1) any project for improvement of a 
structure to comply with existing state or local health, sanitary, or 
safety code specifications which are solely necessary to assure safe 
living conditions or (2) any alteration of a structure listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places or a State Inventory of Historic 
Places. 


VARIANCE: Means a grant of relief by a community from the terms 
of these rules and regulations. 


Article 4 


400.1 


CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS 
GENERAL STANDARDS 


In all areas of special flood hazards the following provisions are re- 
quired 
(A) Anchoring 


(1) 


(2) 


All new construction and substantial improvements shall be 
anchored to prevent floatation, collapse or lateral movement 
of the structure. 

All mobile homes shall be anchored to resist floation collapse, 

or lateral movement by providing over-the-top and frame ties 

to ground anchors. Specific requirements shall be that: 

(i) over-the-top ties be provided at each of the four corners 
of the mobile home, with two additional times per side at 
intermediate locations and mobile homes less than 50 
feet long requiring one additional tie per side; 

(ii) frame ties be provided at each corner of the home with 
five additional ties per side at intermediate points and 
mobile homes less than 50 feet long requiring four addit- 
ional ties per side; 

(lii) All components of the anchoring system be capable of 
carrying a force of 4,800 pounds; 

(iv) any additions to the mobile home be similarly anchored 


(B) Construction Materials and Methods 


(1) 


(2) 


(C) 
(1) 


All new construction and substantial improvements shall be 
constructed with materials and utility equipment resistant to 
flood damage. 
All new construction and substantial improvements shall be 
constructed with materials and utility equipment resistant to 
flood damage. 
Utilities 
All new and replacement water supply systems shall be de- 
signed to minimize or eliminate inflitration of flood waters into 
the system. 
New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be de- 
signed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood waters into 
systems and discharges from the systems into flood waters 
On-site waste disposal systems shall be located to avoidimpair- 
ment to them or contamination from them during flooding 


400.2 SPECIFIC STANDARDS 
In all areas of special flood hazards where base flood elevation data has 


been 


provided, as set forth in Section 100.2 or Section 300.1 (B), the 


following provisions are required: 


(A) 


Residential Construction 
New construction or substantial improvement of any residential 


structure shall have the lowest floor, including basement or cellar, 
elevated to or above the base flood elevation. 


(B) 


() 
(1) 


(2) 


(D) 


Non-Residential Construction 

New construction or substantial improvementofany commercial, 
industrial or other non-residential structure shall either have the 
lowest floor, including basement or cellar elevated to the level of 
the base flood elevationor together with attendant utilityandsani- 
tary facilities, be floodproofed so that below the base flood level 
the structure is watertight with walls substantially impermeable 
to the passage of water and with structural components having 
the capability of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads 
and effects of buoyancy. A registered professional engineer or 
architect shall certify that the standards of this sub-section are 
satisfied. Such certification shall be provided to the Building 
Official as set forth in Section 300.1 (C) (2). 

Mobile Homes 

Mobile homes shall be anchored in accordance with Section 

400.1 (A) (2). 

For mobile homes not placec in a mobile home park or sub- 

division require: 

(i) stands or lots are elevated on compacted fill or on pilings 
so that the lowest floor of the mobile home will be at or 
above the base flood level. 

(ii) adequate surface drainage and access for a hauler are 
provided, and 

(iii) in the instance of elevation on pilings, lots are large 
enough to permit steps, piling foundations are placed in 
astable soil nomorethanten feet apart, andreinforcement 
is provided for pilings more than six feet above the ground 
level. 

Coastal High Hazard Areas 


Coastal high hazard areas (V zones) are located within the areas of 


spec 
tidal 


ial flood hazard and are associated with high velocity waters from 
surges and hurricane wave wash, therefore the following pro- 


visions shall apply: 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


Provide (1) that all new construction and substantial improve- 
ments are elevated on adequately anchored pilings or columns, 
and securely anchored to such piles or columns so that the lowest 
portion of the structural members of the lowest floor (excluding 
the pilings or columns) is elevated above the base flood level and 
(2) that a registered professional engineer or architect certify that 
the structure is securely anchored to adequately anchored pilings 
or columns in order to withstand velocity waters and hurricane 
wave wash as set forth in Section 300.1 (C) (3). 

Provide that ali new construction and substantial improvements 
have the space below the lowest floor free of obstructions or be 
constructed with “breakway walls” intended to coliapse under 
stress without jeopardizing the structural support of the structure 
so that the impact on the structure by abnormally high tides or 
winddriven water is minimized. Such temporarily enclosed space 
shall not be used for human habitation or for the enclosure of any 
utility or item essential to the structure unless such item or utility 
is floodproofed. 

Prohibit the use of fill for structural support of buildings. 


Article 5 


VARIANCES AND APPEALS 


500.1 REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES FOR VARIANCES 
The Board of Appeals after examining the applicant’s hardships shall 
approve or disapprove a variance request and shall hear and decide 
appeals from the requirements of these regulations, in accordance with 
the procedures of Section 127.0 of the Rhode Island State Building 
Code and the following: 
(A) Board of Appeals 
The local Board of Appeals shall hear and decide appeals when it 
is alleged there is an error in any requirement, decision or deter- 
mination made by the Building Official in the enforcement or 
administration of these regulations. 
(B) Conditions for Variances 


(1) 


(2) 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


Variances may be issued for the reconstruction, rehabili- 
tation or restoration of structures listed on the National 
Register of the State Inventory of Historic Places, without 
regard to the procedures set forth in the remainder of this 
Article. 

Variances may be issued for new construction and sub- 
stantial improvements to be erected on alot of one half acre 
or less in size contiguous to and surrounded by lots with 
existing structures constructed below the base flood|level,in 
conformance with the procedures of paragraphs B (3), (4), 
(5), and (6) of this Article. ; 
Variances shall only be issued upon a determination that the 
variance is the minimum necessary, considering the flood 
hazard, to afford relief. 

Variances shall only be issued upon (1) a showing of good 
and sufficient cause, (2) adetermination that failure to grant 
the variance would result in exceptional hardship to the 
applicant. and (3) adetermination that the granting of avari- 
ance will not result in increased flood heights, additional 
threats to public safety, extraordinary public expense, create 
nuisances, cause fraud on or victimization of the public, or 
conflict with existing local laws or ordinances. 

Any applicant to whom a variance is granted shall be given 
a written notice from the Board of Appeals that the structure 
will be permitted to be built with alowest floor elevation X feet 
below the base flood elevation. 

The Board of Appeals shall notify the applicant in writing 
(over the signature of the Chairman of the Board) that (i) the 
issuance of avariancetoconstructastructure below the base 
flood level will result in increase premium rates for flood 
insurance up to amounts as high as $25 for $100 ofinsurance 
coverage and (ii) such construction below the base flood 
level increases risks to life and property. Such notification 


(7) 


shall be maintained with a record of all variance actions, 
including justification for their issuance. All such variances 
issued shall bereportedinthe community s Annual Reportto 
the Federal Insurance Administrator 

Variances shall not be issued by a community within any 
designated regulatory floodway if any increase in flood 
levels during the base flood discharge would result. (For 
communities which must meet the requirements of Section 
1910.3 (d) of the National Flood Insurance Program regu- 
lations.) 
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ENFORCEMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION PROCEDURES FOR 
PROJECTS UNDER THE JURISDICTION 
OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
REGULATION SBC-$ 
NOVEMBER, 1981 


SECTION 1 ADMINISTRATION 
1.1. TITLE 


As authorized by Chapter 27.3 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, 
1956 as amended, and in accordance with Sections 23-27.3-108.2 and 
23-27 .3-109.1 of the State Building Code, the Building Code Standards 
Committee has promulgated the following rules and regulations forthe 
enforcement and implementation of this Code by The State Building 
Commissioner as to any structures or buildings or parts thereofthatare 
owned or are temporarily or permanently under the jurisdiction of the 
State of Rhode Island or any ofits departments, commissions, agencies 
or authorities and as to any structures or buildings or parts thereof that 
are built upon any land owned by, or under the jurisdiction of the State 
of Rhode Island. 


1.1.1 


Projects on privately owned land, for which the property title is re- 
tained by the Rhode Island Port Authority due to its requirements of 
mortgage financing, shall not be under the jurisdiction of the com- 
missioner, but all permits, fees and inspection shall be administered 
and enforced by the local Building Official of the municipality in which 
the project is located. 


1.2 ENFORCEMENT 

The provisions of Title 23, Chapter 27.3, Article |, Administration and 
Enforcement, shall apply to all projects under the jurisdiction of the 
State Building Commissioner. 


1.3. CONSTRUCTION CONTROL 


1.3.1 RESPONSIBILITIES: The provisions of this section shall define 
the construction controls required for all state projects involving 
Professional Architect or Engineer services and delineate the re- 
Sponsibilities or such professional service together with those 
services that are the responsibility of the contractor during construc- 
tion. 


1.3.2 PROFESSIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR ENGINEERING 
SERVICES. 


4.8.2.1 DESIGN: All new, alteration, repair. expansion, addition or 
modification work involving the practice of professional Architecture 
or Engineering as defined by the statutory requirements of the 
professional registration laws of the State of Rhodelsland, shallbe pre- 
pared by Registered Professional! Architects or Engineers as certified 
by Said state. All plans, computations and specifications requived fora 
building permit application for such work must beprepared by or under 
the direct supervision of aregistered Architect or Engineer and bearhis 
signature and seal in accordance with the state’s statutes and regu- 
lations governing the professional registration and certification of 
Architects or Engineers. The Commissioner may waive the require- 
ments for stamped plans when the work is of a minor nature. 


1.3.22 A/EINSPECTION RESPONSIBILITY: The professional Arch- 
itect or engineer designer or such professional Architect or Engineer 
approved by the Commissioner shall be responsible for: 

A. reviewing shop drawings, samples and other submittals of the 
Contractor as required by the Construction Contract documents 
as submitted for building permit, and approval forconformanceto 
the design concept. 

Review and approval of the Contractor's Quality Contro!] pro- 
cedures for all Code required controlled materials. 

Special Architectural or Engineering Professional inspection of 
critical construction components requiring controlled materials 
or construction specified in the reference standards of Ap- 
pendix B. 

The professional Architect or Engineer shall perform the necessary 

professional services and be present on theconstructionsiteonaregu- 

lar and periodic basis to determine that generally the work is proceed- 
ing in accordance withthedocuments approved for the building permit. 


1.3.2.3 REPORTING: The Architect or Engineer shall submit period- 
ically, in a form acceptable to the Commissioner, a progress report 
together with pertinent comments. At the completion of the construc- 
tion, the Architect or Engineer shall submit to the Commissioner a 
reportas to the satisfactory completion and the readiness ofthe project 
for occupancy (excepting any items not endangering such occupancy 
and listing pertinent deviations from the approved building permit doc- 
uments). 


1.3.3 CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTORS SERVICES: The actual 

construction of the work shall be the responsibility of the general con- 

tractor as identified on the approved building permit and shall involve: 

A. Execution of all work in accordance with the approved construc- 
tion documents. 

B. Execution and control of all methods of construction ina safe and 
satisfactory manner in accordance with all applicable local, state 
and federal statutes and regulations. 

C. Upon completion of the construction, he shall certify to the best 


of his knowledge and belief that such construction has been done 
in substantial accord with items 1 and 2 above and with all 
pertinent deviations specifically noted. 


1.3.4 SPECIAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: When applications in- 
dicating unusual designs or magnitude of construction are filed, or 
where code reference standards and/or Appendix B require special 
architect or engineer inspection, the commissioner may require full 
time project representation by the Architect or Engineer in additionto 
that provided in Section 1.3.2.2. The project representative shall keep 
daily records and submit reports as may be required by the Commis- 
sioner. Upon completion of the work, the Architect or Engineer shall 
file a final report as required under Section 1.8.2.3. 


1.3.4.1 BUILDING PERMIT REQUIREMENT: This special profes- 
sional service requireme «it shall be determined prior to the issuance of 
the building permit and shall be a requisite for the permit issuance. 
Refusal by the applicantto providesuchservice as required by the Com- 
missioner shall result in the denial of the permit. However, theapplicant 
may file an appeal as provided in Section 127.1. 


1.3.4.2 FEE AND COSTS: All fees and costs related to the perform- 
ance of special professional services shallbeborneby theStateagency 
or owner of the project. 


SECTION 2 APPEALS 
2.1 GENERAL 


Anyone aggrieved by a decision of the Commissioner may appealtothe 
State Board of Standards and Appeals in accordnace with the pro- 
visions of Section 127.1 of the State Building Code. No fee shall be 
charged to any State Agency, Department, Commission, or Authority 
for an appeal hearing. 


SECTION 3.0 FEES 
SCHEDULE A 
STATE BUILDING PERMITS 
NEW BUILDING, ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, STRUCTURES, ETC. 


General Building Permit Fees 
Based on Cost of Construction: 


SSOO0lOESS Fars tel ata aus nein cate sata yon aes gaa erat $25.00 
Over $500 but notiover$1,COOm sats ahs oye diccstees te Phatet sce $35.00 
OVErSTZ000 butmotoverS2 000)... mc. loc enemies $45.00 
Over $2,000 but not over $500,000 .......... 0.0.0. eeu eee eee $45.00 

plus $5.00 per $1,00 or fraction thereof over $2,000 
QVGESSOOKOOO React neree tccnepernte crated cienecel neal st Ramee een rae $2,535.00 


plus $3.00 per $1,000 or fraction thereof over $500,000 


Note (1): State-owned Properties leased to other than State Depart- 
ments Commissions, Agencies or authorities are subject to the above 
fee schedule. The above permit fee schedule includes all of the con- 
struction trades and no other fee will be charged for the required 
plumbing, electrical and mechanical permits. 


Note (2): Projects for State Departments, Commissions, Agencies or 
Authorities on state-owned Properties are subject to the following 
modifications of the above fee schedule. Each required building, 

plumbing, electrical and mechanical permit issued on such projects 
shall be subject to the above fee schedule to a maximum fee of $1.000, 
payable to the State Building Commissionby the respective contractor. 
Agencies work done by in-house forces or others shall also be subject 
to the same fee schedule and maximum fee of $1,000. 


REVISED PLANS (Substituted Plans); 
Permit fees concerning revised plans shall be based on proportion of 


work redesigned, butin nocase shall exceed fifty (50) percentofthefee 
charged of the original permit. 


MURINE CH entre Gish Sits SE ea eee UN ace Ped xO erainy Beat ae cndF Sacean es $20.00 
Review of Rlams: (local); sac site asiicet wieren oraheleiels 50% of permit fee 
Approval of duplicate set of plans — 2% of original permit fee 

HUGH OUIESS than. caaitonewiey sak Boek ccopeeee On Ou ae Nesta $5.00 


State Board of Standards and Appeals Hearing 
Application fee (not charged to State Agencies) ............ $100.00 


WRECKING OR MOVING 
(No revision of wrecking permits allowed) 


Each building or structure: 


Not exceeding 30,000 cu. ft. — withoutbasement............ $50.00 
Not exceeding 30,000 cu. ft. — with basement ............-.- $70.00 
Esceeding 30,000 cu. ft. with basement ..............---25-- $70.00 
Exceeding 30,000 cu. ft. but not exceeding 50,000 cu. ft....... $70.00 
plus $20.00 per 10,000 cu. ft. or fracton thereof over 30,000 cu. ft. 
EXCGsding'S0,000:CU TMi tc cea nie ce ne decretes Ee ere ies $110.00 


plus $10.00 per 10,000 cu. ft. or fraction thereof 
(No fee for State Agencies) 


SPECIAL INSPECTIONS FOR STATE BOARD OF STANDARD AND 
APPEALS — HEARINGS AND INVESTIGATIONS 


Each location; with planSic..niciic ccs sais. cle tine a ees Prete eie cle $30.00 
Each location, without plans .......... 02. cece eee eee eee eee $40.00 
SPECIAL 


Approval of Material or Method or Construction (Research and evalua- 
tion of data) 

See Rules and Regulations SBC-13 

Feeney Ie aerasitarsta ate lavqneeaere oie ah sranerema pala sim estar a arauian islets $100.00 


Preliminary Plan Review (Prior to permit fee deposit 25% of Permit fee 


LICENSES 

Concrete testing technician ..............6. recone $100.00/2 years 
Concrete testing laboratory..............:e eect eee $200.00/year 
PHOTOCOPY 

EACH EO as ems is atacao Sisen cttate e ple lase onset rinse oi van.guaienenerbatanlies 15¢ 
Minimum fee any ONE jOb.......... 26... e eee ete eee ee reese ees $2.00 
CODE BOOKS 

State Building: Code: 0. 6. ee eee sling ote $20.00 
PIUMbING: Code. wei ee Fee. ws erecwiniech eiale Nips elec suas wiayeltaiallet $12.00 
Electrical Codei(Basic) 2. 2i)i. 224. Fac eines Sine cares ole wien oh $10.00 
Electrical Code (One & Two Family Dwelling) ................ $6.00 
Meachamicgl Codey eqs tocacnrs canine itp ee bts rie sle else tiocaeersree os $12.00 
One & Two Family Dwelling Code ............5 see eee reese $10.00 
Annual Subscription Amendments ............+-5+++eeees- $15.00 


(Code fees are subject to change without Notice) The Commissioner 
may establish other fees as required for partial amendment sub- 
scriptions. 


SPECIAL ENGINEERING FEES 


Developing, observing and analyzing tests (per person) 

(DETEROUL) soe nis oa cee merase Grace Sa evalua coeeagels $25.00 
Consultation and professional engineering activities associated with 
special designs involving: 

(1) Developing test criteria from the professional literature 

(2) Analyzing designs with regard ot the “intent” of the Code. 

(3) Applying professional judgement in reviewing documents 
submitted (per person) (perhour) ................... $25.00 


EXPERT WITNESS FEES 


Expert witness fees (subpoenas, etc.) (per person) (perhour) $25.00 
In half day or full day increments only: 
Halfiday(4 NOUS) sia« aauic con oe eaten eae tee ane eres ata $75.00 
Friday) (SOUS) iiwarers severe erermisene otettiermtdie cos aes erce acaretows $150.00 


: RHODE ISLAND 
STATE BUILDING CODE 


Code Interpretations 
Regulation SBC-10 
Novembei 1, 1981 

Pecnacaf 
Replaces Regulation SBC-2-77 
Revised August 31, 1979 

NY 


STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 


Department of Community Affairs 

BUILDING CODE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
12 Humbert Street 

No. Providence, R.!. 02911 


SECTION 1. ADMINISTRATION 


1.1 


SCOPE 


As authorized by Chapter 27.3 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, 
1956, as amended, and in accordance with Section 23-27.3-109.1 of 
the State Building Code, the Building Code Standards Committee has 
promulgated the following Rules and regulations for official interpre- 
tations of the Code’s provisions: 


12 


DEFINITIONS 


CODE - The Rhode Island State Building Code 


COMMISSIONER - State Building Commissioner 


1.3 


Ue 


1.4 


INTERPRETATION PROCEDURE: 


Application must be made in writing to the State Building Com- 
missioner on forms available at the office of the local Building 
Official and the Commissioner. 

Two (2) copies of the plans and specifications when applicable 
must be submitted with the application. 

The State Building Commissioner shall review said application 
and will submit a copy of the interpretation of the Code’s pro- 
visions in question to the applicant and the local Building Official. 
Subsequent to the filing of said interpretation, the Commissioner 
will distribute same to all the local Building Officials for their use 
and future reference. 

With the exception of the local Building Official, all applications 
for interpretations of the provisions of the State Building Code 
shall submit a fee of twenty-five ($25.00) per section of the Code 
to be interpreted. 

The State Building Commissioner will return said interpretation 
to the applicant and the building official within ten days of the 
filing of same. 


APPEALS: 


Should the interpretation agree with that of the local building official, 
then the applicant may appeal to the local Board of Appeals in accord- 
ance with the procedures of section 127.2 of the Administration and 
Enforcement provisions of this Code. If the local building official dis- 
agrees with the interpretation given by the Commissioner, then the 
local building official may appeal to the State Board of Appeals in 
accordance with the procedures of section 127.1 of the Administration 
and Enforcement provisions of this Code. No fee will be charged to the 
local building official. y 


) 


STATE BUILDING CODE — INTERPRETATION FORM 


SBC-200-77 
State Building Commissioner 
1270 Mineral Spring Avenue 
No. Providence, R.|. 02904 


For Commissioner's Use Only 
Code Intrepretation No. 
Code Section(s) 

Date of Staff Preparation 


{riquiver =) 30 See ee tle 
Jurisdiction/organization 
AGdess.o a City ae ee State 


( ) Building Code ( ) One and Two Family 
( ) Mechanical Code ( ) Plumbing Code 
( ) Electrical Code ( ) Energy Conservation 


Zip 


Ques rc Answer. 


Comment: 


Prepared by___——Ss——SSsCSséC‘CSsSCSsSr Revif eee : 
State Building Commissioner __________ Date 


RHODE ISLAND 
STATE BUILDING CODE 


Certification of Building Officials, 
Building, Electrical, Plumbing 
and Mechanical Inspectors 
Regulation SBC-11 

November 1, 1981 


Replaces Regulation SBC-7-77 
Revised August 31, 1979 


STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 


Department of community Affairs 

BUILDING CODE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
12 Humbert Street 

No. Providence, R.!. 02911 


SECTION1. GENERAL 


The Rhode Island State Legislature has found that a State Building 
Code is essential to protect the public health, safety and welfare by 
establishing adequate and uniform rules and regulations governing 
the construction and alteration of buildings and structures within the 
State of Rhode Island. 


To increase the efficiency of the building industry and the safety of its 
products, an increasing trend is needed towards uniformity of inter- 
pretation and enforcement of a statewide code. It is the intent of the 
State Building Commissioner and the Building Code Standards Com- 
mittee to aide the code enforcement profession by assisting it in the 
areas of professionalism and the performance of its duties. 


To enforce the State Building Code effectively, code officials require 
sufficient knowledge and competence to administer and interpret 
the Code standards. This can be best achieved through the creation of 
an education and training program and through the development of 
certification requirements. 


1.1 SCOPE: CERTIFICATION OF LOCAL BUILDING OFFICIALS- 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 


The State Building Commissioner and Building Code Standards Com- 
mittee may accept successful completion of programs of training 
developed by approved agencies, as proof of qualification for the posi- 
tion of building official as defined in this Code. 


1.2 ADMINISTRATION 

The Certification Program shall control all matters relating to qualifi- 
cations for and the certification of all code enforcement officials 
engaged in the administration and enforcement of theRhode Istand 
State Building Code, procedures for application and issuance of certi- 
ficates, and approval of training and educational programs offered to 
meet the requirements for certification of code enforcement officials. 
1.3 DEFINITIONS 

CODE - The Rhode Island State Building Code 

COMMISSIONER - State Building Commissioner 

COMMITTEE - The Building Code Standards Committee 

BUILDING OFFICIAL - The officer or other designated authority 


charged with the administration and enforcement of this code at the 
local level. 


BUILDING INSPECTOR - The authorized representative of the build- 
ing official acting as his assistant. 


PLUMBING INSPECTOR - The authorized representative of the 
Building Official charged with enforcing the provisions ofthe plumbing 
code in connection with sanitary drainage or storm drainage facilities, 
venting systems, and the public or private water supply systems with- 
in any building, structure or conveyance. 


ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR - The authorized representative of the 
building official charged with enforcing the provision of the electrical 
code as relating to all installations of electrical conductors, fittings, 
devices, and fixtures within or on public and private buildings. 


MECHANICAL INSPECTOR - 7 :e authorized representative of the 
building official charged with enforcing the provisions of the mechani- 
cal code as relating to the safe installation and maintenance of all 
mechanical equipment within or on public or private buildings. 


SECTIONI] QUALIFICATIONS 


2.1 BUILDING OFFICIAL - The Building Official shall have had at 
least five (5) years experience in construction, design or supervision. 
He should have knowledge of the quality and strength of building 
materials, of the accepted requirements in building construction, light 
and. ventilation, fire prevention, safe exit facilities and equipment 
essential for safety, comfort and convenience of occupants. 


BUILDING INSPECTOR - The Building inspector shall have had atleast 
(3) years experience in construction, the knowledge of generally 
accepted building practices, the ability to read building construction 
plans and specificiations and to recognize deviations from such plans 
in the field, and the ability to write concise narrative reports for correc- 
tion of violations observed on job sites. 


PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL INSPECTORS - 
Each of these specializedinspectors shall have had at leastfive (5) years 
of practical experience in his own particular field. He shall have the 
ability to read and understand codes and ordinances relating to his 
specialized work, the ability to read plans and specifications and to 
recognize deviations from such plans or specifications in the field, 
ability to write concise narrative reports for correction of violations 
observed on job sites, and the ability to enforce regulations firmly and 
impartially and to maintain satisfactory working relations with con- 
tractors and property owners. The plumbing inspector shall have a 
masters or joyrneyman license from the Rhode island Board of Exam- 
ining Plumbers. The Electrical inspector shall have a Class A or B 
license from the Rhode Island Board of Electricians. 


2.22 An applicant for the certification program may have less than the 


required number of years experience as stipulatedinsection2.1 butthe 
issuance of their certificate by the Building Commissioner will be with- 
held until such applicant has met the requirements of said section. 


2.3 EQUIVALENT QUALIFICATIONS 


The holder ofa Certificate ofan architect or engineerissued by theState 
of Rhode Island shall be deemed equivalentto the above qualifications 
in the following manner: 


An architect or engineer's registration shall, qualify him for the 
building official's or inspector's positions. 


An electrical engineer's registration is deemed the equivalent of an 
electrician’s license for the purpose of these regulations. 


A mechanical engineer's registration is deemed the equivalent of a 
plumber’s license for the purpose of these regulations. 


SECTION Il! TRAINING PROGRAM 
3.1 COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


The training format developed by the Building Commissioner and 
Building Code Standards Committee will be structured around the 
State Building Code. The Commissioner and Committee may procure 
the services of a community college for the formal education and 
training for the code administrators. The institution chosen must be 
centrally located for the convenience of most officials throughtout the 
State. 


3.2 SPECIALIZED TRAINING 


The Certification Program will be oriented to Building Officials and 
Inspectors. The Plumbing, Mechancial and Electrical Inspectors will 
be required to successfully complete only the training relative to 
the administrative sections of the Code. Specific program schedules 
will be published by the Commissioner annually. 
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RHODE ISLAND 
STATE BUILDING CODE 


Mounting and Anchorage 
of Mobile Homes 
Regulatic:, SBC-12 
November 1, 1981 


Replaces Regulation SBC-8-79 
Revised August 31, 1979 


STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 


Department of Community Affairs 

BUILDING CODE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
12 Humbert Street 

No. Providence, R.1. 02911 


SECTION 1 ADMINISTRATION 
1.1 TITLE 


The Building Code Standards Committee, in accordance with the rule 
making authority in title 23, Chapter 27.3, Section 109.1, Paragraphs 
1 through 4 inclusive, of the general laws of Rhode Island, have formally 
adopted and promulgated these rules and regulations for mounting and 
anchoring mobile homes. 


1.2 DEFINITION 

Unless otherwise expressly stated in the State Building Code, the fol- 
lowing terms shall, for the purpose of these Rules and Regulations, 
have the meaning indicated in this section: 


APPROVAL: Approval by the State Building Code Standards Com- 
mittee 

CODE: The Rhode Island State Building Code and Specialized Codes 
therein. 

COMMISSIONER: The Rhode Island State Building Code Commis- 
sioner. 

COMMITTEE: The Rhode Island State Building Code Standards Com- 
mittee, the agency authorized to promulgate and adoptcodesandrules 
and regulations relating to buildings and structures and parts thereof. 
INSTALLATION: The process of affixing or assembling and affixing a 
mobile home on the building site. Installation may also mean the con- 
necting of two (2) or more mobile home units designed by the Manu- 
facture to be connected for use as a dwelling. 

MOBILE HOME: A residential mobile unit built on a chassis and con- 
taining complete electrical, plumbing and sanitary facilities, designed 
for ready removal to another site, and designed to be installed ona 
temporary or permanent foundation. 


1.3 SCOPE 
These Rules and Regulations govern the design, of the mounting and 
anchorage of mobile homes forinstallationinthe State of Rhode Island. 
Subject to local zoning ordinances, mobile homes may be sold for 
delivered to, or installed on, building sites located in any jurisdiction 
of this State. 


1.4 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 


The Commissioner shall enforce all provisions of these Rules and 
Regulations as they apply toall State Property. Local Building Officials 
shall enforce these regulations within his jurisdiction area. 


1.5 APPLICATION 


All mobile homes installed or relocated after November 1, 1981 shall be 
mounted and anchored tn accordance with these rules and regulations. 


SECTION2 IMPLEMENTATIONS 


2.1. Mobilehomesnotconstructed incompliance withthe HUD Mobile 
Home Construction Standards published in the Federal Register, 
Volume 40 No. 244 dated December 8, 1975 shall be mounted in accor- 
dance with Sections 3 and 4 of these rules and regulations. 
Exception: The local building official may accept alternate mounting 
and anchoring designs when such designs are prepared by an engineer 
licensed to practice within the State of Rhode Island. All such engi- 
neering plans and computation shall comply with the provisions of 
Article 7 of the State Building Code and shall bear the stamp andsigna- 
ture of the engineer responsible for the design. 


2.2 Mobile Homes constructed in compliance with the above afore- 
mentioned HUD Mobile Home Cor struction Standards shall be per- 
mitted to be mounted and anchored in accordance with any of the 
following procedures. 


2.2.1 Units shall be mounted and anchored in accordance with the 
manufacturer's printed instructions using the appropriate wind load 
and frost depth requirements 


or 


2.22 Units shall be mounted and anchored in accordance with engi- 
neered plans and computations prepared by an engineer licensed to 
practice within the State of Rhode Island. All such plans and compu- 
tations shall comply with the provisions of Article7 of the State Building 
Code and shall bear the stamp and signature of the engineer respon- 
sible for the design 


or 


2.2.3 Units shall be mounted and anchored in accordance with 
Section 3 and 4 of these rules and regulations. 

NOTE: Options 2 and 3 above must take into account specific anchor 
points designed into the mobile home unit by the manufacturer, 


SECTION 3 INSTALLATION SYSTEMS FOR MOUNTING AND 
ANCHORAGE OF MOBILE HOMES 


3.1 PIERS AND FOOTINGS 


3.1.1. Pier foundations shall be installed directly under the main frame 
(or chassis) of the mobile home. the piers shall not be further apartthan 
ten (10) feet on centers, and the main frame, front or back. shall not 
extend further than two (2) feet beyond the center line of the end piers. 


3.1.2 The pier foundation shall be placed on firm soil at a minimum 
depth of 42” below finish grade. The pier foundations shall be a 
4” x 16" < 16” solid concrete pad, precast or poured in place, or two 
4” x 8” x 16” solid concrete blocks or equivalent. 


3.1.3 Piers shall be consiructed of open or closed cell 8” « 8” = 16” 
concrete blocks (with open cells vertical) placed above the foundation. 
A2" x8" x 16" pressure treated wood plate orequivalentshallbe placed 
on top of the pier with shims fitted and driven tight between the wood 
plate and the mainframe. Shimsshall notoccupy morethanone(1)inch 
of vertical space. Single stacked block piers shall beinstalled perpendi- 
cular to the main I-Beam (See Figure 1). 


3.1.4 All concrete block piers over forty (40) inches in height shall be 
double blocked with blocks interlocked and cappedwitha4” x 16" 16” 
solid concrete block, or equivalent, and cushioned with wood shims or 
pressure treated plates (See Figure 2). ff height exceeds eighty (80) 
inches, blocks should be laid in concrete mortar and steel reinforcing 
bars inserted in block cells as shown in Figure 3. 


3.1.5 All concrete block corner piers over three (3) blocks high shall 
be double blocked with blocks interlocked and capped with a4" x 16” x 
16” solid concrete block or equivalent and cushioned with wood shims 
Or pressure treated plate. 
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2D; 2. Ttedowns 


32 TIEDOWNS 
Each mobile home shall be provided with over-the-top tiedowns and 
frame ties as shown in Table 1. 


3.2.1 Over-the-top tiedowns shall be positioned at stud and rafter 
locations near each end of the mobile home. Others, if needed, may be 
positioned between them. Wherever feasible, over-the-top tiedowns 
and frame ties directly beneath them may use the same anchors. Care 
should be taken to space the frame ties and over-the-top tiedowns 
evenly. They should not be bunched together. 


3.2.2 Either steel cable or steel strapping can be used for ties. All ties 
shall be fastened to ground anchors, as describedinSection3.3, below, 
and drawn tight with galvanized steel turnbuckles or yoke-type fast- 
eners and tensioning devices. Turnbuckles shall be ended with jaws or 
forged or welded eyes. Turnbuckles with hook ends are not approved. 


3.2.3 All cablé ends shall be secured with at least two U-bolt-type 
cable clamps or other fastening device as approved by the enforcing 
officials. Cables used for tiedowns shall be either galvanized steel or 
stainless steel having a breadkihg strength greater than 4,800 punds. 
Cable shail be either 7/32” diameter or greater (7x7) steel cable or 4” 
diameter or greater (7x19) aircraft cable. 


3.2.4 When flat steel straps are used for tiedowns, they must be in 
accordance with Federal Specification QQ-S-781; that is, 1%” x .035", 
Type 1, Class B, Grade 1, with a breaking strength of at least 4,750 
pounds. 


3.2.5 Sharpedges of the mobile home that would tend to cutthe cable 
strap must be protected by asuitable device to preventcutting whenthe 
mobile home is buffeted by the wind. Likewise, special adapters must 
be installed to prevent the cabie or strap used for over-the-top ties from 
knifing through the mobile home. 


| 3.2.6 Connection of the cabie frame tie to the l-beam (or other shape) 
_ main structural-frame member should be by a % drop-forged closed 
_ eye bolted through a hole drilled in the center of the |-beam web. The 


web should be sufficiently reinforced around the hole to maintain 
strength of |-beam. 

If steel-strap ties are used, care should be exercised to insure that mini- 
mun bending radius is adhered to so that the breaking strength of the 
strap is not reduced. 


3.2.7 Frame ties should connect the anchor and the steel i-beam (or 
other shape) main structural-frame member which runs lengthwise 
under the mobile home. Frame ties SHOULD NEVER BE CON- 
NECTED to any of the steel outrigger beams which fasten to and 
intersect the main I-beams at right angles. The outriggers do hot have 
adequate strength to resist the frame-tie loadings during high winds. 


3.3 ANCHORS 


3.3.1 Ground anchors sho''ld be aligned with edges of piers. Also, 
they should be situated immediately below the outer wall to accom- 
modate over-the-top ties as well as frame ties. 


3.3.2 Auger-type anchors shall have a minimum diameter of 6 inches 
(arrowheads 8”) and be sunk to their full depth (at least 4’). Steel rods 
shall be at least %" diameter, have a forged or welded eye attop, orhave 
a yoke-type fastening and tensioning device or a threaded connector 
and tensioning device. 


3.3.3 Anchors shall be capable of withstanding 5,700 pounds of pull 
(in a vertical or diagonal direction) without failure. This loading can be 
achieved by many anchors in most kinds of soils. It is desirable that 
anchor-pull tests be conducted to insure that capacity is available. 


3.3.4 Deadman anchors shall be sunk to a depth of 5 feet, have a 
minimum length of 2 feet, and have a diameter of at least 6 inches. 
Hollow concrete blocks are not approved. Steel rods shall be atleast %” 
diameter, with the bottom hooked into the concrete deadman. 


3.3.5 Anchors to reinforced concrete slabs must be of strength com- 
parable to that presented above. 

NOTE: There is a tendency for the top of the anchor rod to deflect 
and moveor"slice” through thesoil when loaded with aframetie. Thisis 
not desirable, since it permits the mobile home to be displaced down- 
wind and tend to slide off the piers. To minimize deflections, auger-type 
and other anchors using steel rods should be put in at an angleso that 
they are more in line with the direction of pull as shown below. This can 
best be accomplished by installing the anchors prior to placement of 
the mobile home on the lot. If a vertical anchor is desired, excavate a 
cylindrical section around the anchor rod (10"-12" in diameter and 
(18"-24" deep), and fill the hole with concrete as shown on page 7. 


web should be sufficiently reinforced around the hole to maintain 
strength of |-beam. 

If steel-strap ties are used, care should be exercised to insure that mini- 
mun bending radius is adhered to so that the breaking strength of the 
strap is not reduced. 


3.2.7 Frame ties should connect the anchor and the steel I-beam (or 
other shape) main structural-frame member which runs lengthwise 
under the mobile home. Frame ties SHOULD NEVER BE CON- 
NECTED to any of the steel outrigger beams which fasten to and 
intersect the main |-beams at right angles. The outriggers do hot have 
adequate strength to resist the frame-tie loadings during high winds. 


3.3 ANCHORS 


3.3.1 Ground anchors sho!'!d be aligned with edges of piers. Also, 
they should be situated immediately below the outer wall to accom- 
modate over-the-top ties as well as frame ties. 


3.3.2 Auger-type anchors shall have a minimum diameter of 6 inches 
(arrowheads 8”) and be sunk to their full depth (at least 4’). Steel rods 
shall be at least %” diameter, have a forged or welded eye attop, orhave 
a yoke-type fastening and tensioning device or a threaded connector 
and tensioning device. 


3.3.3 Anchors shall be capable of withstanding 5,700 pounds of pull 
(in a vertical or diagonal direction) without failure. This loading can be 
achieved by many anchors in most kinds of soils. It is desirable that 
anchor-pull tests be conducted to insure that capacity is available. 


3.3.4 Deadman anchors shall be sunk to a depth of 5 feet, have a 
minimum length of 2 feet, and have a diameter of at least 6 inches. 
Hollow concrete blocks are not approved. Steel rods shall beatleast %” 
diameter, with the bottom hooked into the concrete deadman. 


3.3.5 Anchors to reinforced concrete slabs must be of strength com- 
parable to that presented above. 

NOTE: There is a tendency for the top of the anchor rod to deflect 
and move or “slice” through thesoil whenloaded with aframetie. Thisis 
not desirable, since it permits the mobile home to be displaced down- 
wind and tend to slide off the piers. To minimize deflections, auger-type 
and other anchors using steel rods should be put in at an angleso that 
they are more inline with the direction of pull as shown below. This can 
best be accomplished by installing the anchors prior to placement of 
the mobile home on the lot. If a vertical anchor is desired, excavate a 
cylindrical section around the anchor rod (10"-12" in diameter and 
(18"-24" deep), and fill the hole with concrete as shown on page 7. 


SECTION 4 - TYPICAL INSTALLATION DETAILS 


Types of Tiedowns 
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Frame Tie 


These sketches illustrate various methods for connecting frame ties to the 
mobile home frame. Type 2 system can resist greater horizontal forces than 
Type 1. Type 3 system involves placement of mobile home on concrete slab. 
Anchors embedded in concrete slab are connected to ties. 


Additions or camopies also 
need to be secured with 
over-the-top tiedowns. 


Double wides do not require over-the-top 
tiedowns but are subject to the same frame 
tie requirements presented. 


TABLE | 
TIEDOWN ANCHORAGE REQUIREMENTS 


10- and 12-Ft. Wide 
Mobile Homes 


30-50 Ft. Long 50-60 Ft Long 
Wind Velocity Miles No.ofFrame No. of Over- No. of Frame No of Over- 
Per Hour Ties**/ the-Top Ties Ties**/ the-Top Ties 
Typel Type2 Type 1 Type2 
Zone 1 100 e 6 5 8 7 5 
Zone 2 110 8 7 6 9 8 6 
12-and 14- Ft. Wide 
Mobile Homes 
60-70 Ft. Long 
No. of Frame No. of Over- 
Ties**/ the-Top Ties 
Type 1 Type 2 
9 8 6 
10 9 7 


**/Erther Type 1 or type 2 frame ties can be used. Because the Type 2frametieis 
more horizontal, it can resist a greater horizontal load than the Type 1 frame tie 
and therefore fewer Type 2 ties are required. 


Over-the-top Tiedown 


Frame Tie FiameTie: <.- l a 
Type 1 cae 


Frame Tie”. 
Type2 -- i 


Anchors 

Recent experience with many commercial type anchors indicates 
there is a tendency for the top of the anchor rod to bend or “slice” 
through the soil when loaded with horizontal forces, as with a frame tie. 
This is especially true when the soil is saturated with moisture, as is 
likely in a hurricane. Such horizontal displacement (deflection) of the 
anchor rods is not desirable, since it permits the mobile home to shift 
downwind and slide off the piers. Blocks punching through the floor 
can damage the bottom of the home, or the heating and ventilating 
ducts and other utility lines. Horizontal displacement of the anchor 
rods should be limited to no more than 3 inches when subjected to 
design loading. 


To minimize this horizontal deflection, auger-type anchors using 
steel rods should be put in at an ar gle so they are more in line with the 
direction of pull. See illustrations below. This can be accomplished 
‘best by installing the anchors prior to placement of the mobilehomeon 
the lot. If a vertical anchor is desired, some mechanical means of limit- 
ing deflection, such as a steel bearing plate or a concrete cylinder 
sleeve, can be installed. Excavate a cylindrical section around the 
anchor rod (10 to 12 in. in diameter, and 18 in. deep) and fill the hole 
with concrete, as shown below. 
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ANCHORS 
AT AN ANGLE 


Approximately 60° 


OVER-THE-TOP TIE AND FRAME TIE 


VERTICAL 
ANCHOR 


CONCRETE 
CYLINDER 


Anchors 


CABLE - min. diam. galv steel cable 7/32” (7 * 7) 
min. diam. galv aircraft cable 4” (7 = 19) 


Use at least 2 cable clamps, 
with nuts placed on live 
side of cable 


use « closed eye 
wire 
rope 
thimble 
drop forged 
turnbuckle sized 
to equal breaking 
strength of rope 
top of 
anchor 


SF —~ jaw end of turnbuckle 


make sure sufficient number of 
anchors are used for desired wind 
velocity and soil type 


| 
if commercial adapter is not available, ; we are} ; 
use wood blocks to distribute pressure |! | ~ Sora fa 
of cable at 

| 


section | 


turnbuckles with hook ends 
can not be used 

(they can bend open under 
high wind loadings) 


commercial adapters or mounting brackets 
to prevent cable or strap tiedowns from 
cutting into the mobile home 


